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TCMKIN$*'iCMPKINSof the REVOIDTION

AlSo Ind :Lan.. and ot her early wars
-

There may have been others :in the RevoJutionary War besides these.
Some of these may have served in several different orgcmizations •

• • •
1st regiment of the Line of New York
Col Goose Vam Schaik
Abraham Tomkins
Edward Tomkins
Israel Tomkins

Capt Van Alstyne's Co of NY?
Jacob Tomkins b. NJ age 40 tailor enlisted Apl 28 1760

Organization not stated
John Tompkins deceased between 1756 and 1762, pay due him was
paid to his heirs rot t heir names not stated eit her,

gnd Regiment of the Line of NY
01 Philip Van Cortlandt

Nathaniel Tompkins

3rd Reeiment of the Line of NY
Col James Clinton and It Col Willets
Abraham Tompkins enlisted Nov 26 1776
"braham Tompkins
Thomas Tompkins
Gideon Tompkins this man listed as Simpkins but is listed among

the Tompkins enlisted s=e day as !lllomas next above cmd Abraham

ilutchess County Associated Exempts of NY
Col Zephaniah Platt
JI.brahpmTompkins

T,he Id.ne, 2nd Arti llery 2egiment of NY
Gol John Iamb
lawrence Tompk:lns
he appears aga:ln as Lm'Trance Tompk:lns regiment not nclmed

The Levies of NY
Col Albert Pawl:lng
Jonathan Tompk:lns

\'lagoner
William TOOlpkins claimed be at &trrender of COrmrollis but

Er~~~cY~~ft~~d P~~mPff~g~df~£e~4 t£.98'1a&t r~ijo~er782
Capt Peleg ~lmmons Co of RI
David Tompkiiis

6th Regiment Dutbhess Co Militia llev War
cornman,ger not listed
Enoch lOOlpk:lns
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Capt Coles' Co Col Christopher Greene's Regt 1st RI Battalion
George Tompkins private in July 1779 at East Greenwich Mass

Capt Claghorn I s Co Col Albert IUtchell Regt of RI
Isaac Tomkins 'private :in Jul 31 1780 mustered out Oct 31 1780~ mo 3 d
He \-Tas also in Capt Daniel Drake~s Co Col luke Drury's Regt
in Aug 1781

Capt Israel Heald~s Co Col Eleazer brooks Regt Rox1:ury Mass
Silmuel1'omok1ns private 6 days ssrvice

I

Capt Ii€lnry Jenne s Co place not stated
Isaac ~ompkins enlisted Mar 14 1781 "stayed" 4 days.

7th Regiment of Dutchess Co NY
Col Henry Iudenton
Joshua .ompkins
Joshua Tompkins Jr
Jacob Tomkins
Reuben Tomkins
John Tomkins
Nathaniel Tomkins
Cornelius Tomkins
Cornelius Tomkins Jr
James Tomkins
Jeremiah Tomkins
Stephen Tomkins

Capt Philip John Schuyler's Co NY Provincial Troops of 1755
Jacob fomkins (Tongkings)

4th REgiment Orr1nge Co Nt'Militia (New York)of 1754
Feneus (Phineas?) Tomkens
John '.['omkins
Jonathan Tomkins

Capt Rubin Loclomod' s Co NY Provincial Troops of 1758
Joseph Tomkins b. Warwickshire England age 40 enlisted
l'lar 30 1758

3rd Regiment Ulster Co Militia pby of Rev "ar601 -__
Jeremiah 'lomkins
Thomas 'l'omkins t his may been an In(~ian war

I

Capt Van Keuren s Co of Militia of NY
John Tompkins of Westchester Co NY enlisted 1760 age 32 Weaver

looks like Rev War ok

4t h lR~giment U1st er
Col ~vi Pawling

Ic;aac Tomkins
Jeremiah Tomkins
JonathAn Tomkins
Thomas Tomkins
Lawrence Tomkins

Co ]-lilit ia NY Rev War?
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1st Regiment Westchester Co Militia NY
Col Joseph Drake
Jeremiah Tompkins
Abraham TOOlpkins
Elijah Tompkins

~rd Regiment Westchester Co £,jilitia NY
01 Pierre Van Cort Jandt

Silvanus Tomkins
Akalom Tomkins
Elijah Tompkins
Gabriel Tompkins
J onat han G TOOIpkin s

5th Regiment Dutchess Co 1l1ilitia NY
Col John Frear
Thomas Tomkins
Benjamin Tomes (indexed in middle of Tomldns names)

Capt Peter Harris Co of NY
William Tomkins this m:y be Willi2m the wagoner
John Tomkins

Capt David Wint hrop' s Co Col Jona.t han Brewerfs Regt of NY
George Tompkins

Capt Jame s Rosecrans' Co
\;01 louis DuBois' Ilep"iment
Edmond Tompkins also appears in 2nd Regt Light Dragoons
Elijah Tompkins

Capt Peyster's Co of Dutchess Co NYMilitia of 1760
also C2pt Harris I co
William Tompkins b. Ulster Co NY age Ie laborer wnlisted ApI i, 1760

C£lpt Samuel Pierson I s Co 2nd Essex Co NJ Militia Rev War
Enos Tompkins of Essex C" NJ
Iehabod TOOIpkins of Essex C,j NJ
Isaac Tompkins of Morris Co NJ
John 'l'ompkins of Essex Co NJ
Joseph Tompkins (Fox Joe) of Essex Co NJ
Stephen Tompkins of Essex Co NJ
Uzal 'l'or:tpkins of Jllorris Co NJ

TQ'IIPKINS OF VIRGINIA in RevoJutionary War

7th Virginia Regiment
Capt Charles 'l'ompkins resigned Dee 28 1776

New j'ent Co Iililit ia of Va
Samuel Tompkins of Mass but served in Va
Various organizations of Va
Capt samuel Tompkins of Navy commissioned Jun 6 1776
Christopher Tompkins Ii; of Navy
Hobert Tompkins Capt of Navy
Daniel Tompkins Ensign 10th Va made Liaut
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Christopher Tompkins Ensign 5th Va d. Oct 30 1776
Robert Tompkins Ensign 5th Va Lieut d. Jan 14 1777
William Tompkins, Ensign Vel Cont Line
Henry Tanpkins, Ensign 11.t h Va

lend grants to heirs of some of above
James Tompkins
Bennett Tompkins
William Tomnkins

all living in 1783
•••

Tomkins-Tompkins in Civil War
Union and Confederclte
partie1 list only

Enos Tompkins of Lit chfield Conn Co A Conn Cavalry killed by
lightning at Sperryville Va Jul 16 1862
Pvt Ralph Tompkins of Litchfield Conn 1st Conn Artillery

enlisted 1861 mustered out 1864
Jackson Tompkins of Litchfield Conn 2nd Conn Artillery

enliSted 1862 mustered out 1863 Ft Worth Va
John E Tompkins of Litchfield Conn 8th Cona Inf enlisted

1861 died 1862 '1Jashington DC

After thE) Battle of Bull rtun, 1792 unkno',rn Union sol, iers
put in a vault at Arlington Va •

Dr Franklin Abel
father of this compiler

•

This was
Tompkins

38 and 39
46

a huge set Of books called Hecords
armies in Civil ,"ar. Probably every
also we saw t hem in ever permi:.nent

1
1

George H
George W

The War Department published
of the Union and l'lonfeder&te
libr1'ry of any size has them
ar.~y post we ever served in.
The Library of Congress at Washingt.on and t]w Newberry at

Chicago and many other libraries hiJve regiment;: 1 histories
cont Olining names of <,,11members of t he regiment. 1";e did not
have time to look Over all of them, it, ,",I(Julatake years to do ro.
The Record of Union and Confederate armies have fine endexes

but we list here some of them Some of these n8mes are Union and
some Confederate: prob2b1y ali these were commissioned officers:
name vo Jume page
Aaron B 1 46
Alonzo 1 43
Ambrose R 2 1 and 2
C 14 1 49
C~rles 1 ~
Charles B 2 6
Christopher 1 49
Daniel S 1 11,30,36,46
Edward 3 4
F P 1 52
Frank A 1 6
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George W B
Hank
Hartwell C
Henry
Henry C

J
J
J
J W
James
Jeddiah
John A
John C
Joseph W
Josephus H
Lilly
Logan
Mary M
Phineas
Robert Augustus
R D
R H
Robert A
Robert W
ROseS H
S S
\'1 T
William B
'i!illiam D

vol
1
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
2
3
1
3
1
1

1
2
1
2
1
1
1
••••

page
2
519
41
49
10
5
319

3426
46e
11
30,39-49
5
17,31)'38,39,49
5
5

12
341
2

12 and 19
5

11
2

22
4118

Tomkins-Tompkins in the Civil:tJmr War
Conlltederates.

Capt S H Tompkins Adjt Generel 60th Virginia Inf killed June
26 at G8.ines I'lills

Capt William D Tompkins 57th Va, Pickett's Division shot \'!hik
wit h advc'nce scout s April 2& at Edenton Road Ve. Company 'D
14th Virginia commended by ener"l Pickett u

Pvt J WTompkins 26th Alabama commended July 1862 by eneral
D H Hill for a fight in l4ary1and in 1862

Capt WT Tompkins of 32nd Arkansas Inf killed at h( len;:, Ark
July 4 1862

1st Lt JaI\les L Tompkins Co B 42nd Virgini",'. Inf Terry's Brigade
at "-ee s surrender at Appomattox. There were only 12 men left
of hisAcompnny at time of surrender

2nd it U H Tompkins Co I 59t h Alabc~ma Inf Moody's Brigade wa~
paroled at Appomattox. We do not knO\'1who this man was. "'-n
the same canpany were 4 Matthews and 7 other men at surrender
Major S S Tompkins ("Stephen Sa~el SOn of Col .ames S Tompkinf

and Hud.dah Hill) was aide to en M L Bonham under Beauregard
Aug 1 1861.

Capt D C (DeWitt Clinton) TOOIpk1ns 14th South Carolina In!
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was in the fight at Timot ley South Carolina in 1$62.

Captain S S TOOlpkins (same as Stephen samuel above?) Co K 24t h
....outh Carolina Inf commended for gallantry holding advanced
positi()n at Battle of Seassionvilla SC at St <James Islam:
in 1862. I

It WT Tompkins 32nd Arkansas Inf McRae s Brigade, killed et
Battle of Helene Ark Jqn 4 1863 .

Capt John Tompkins 23rd .l.Quisiana on duty out of Brookham
Mississippi was captured while out hunting for deserters,
escaped and came back

John C Tompkins of the Confederete army was condemned to death
at St LoUis Mo in 1862, but "provisionally mitigated" to close
confinement in the military prison at AltonIllls, charged with
being" "rebel sp~, continucllly destroying rail and telegrar>h
lines. He anr, 7 0 hers were condemned to 00 shot, by order
of Generel halleck.

Capt S H Tompkins of Co G 60th Vireinia lnf killed at Gaines
II'liIls Ga June 26 1862 "while g8Ilant,ly fighting"

Alexander CRIIlpbell Tompkins b. 1840 was in 23rd Virginia Inf in
Civil \lIar.

• ••



327

Will of Nathaniel Tanpkins of Little Compton HI ••• son Nathan
ba.] 1620. Dated May 30 1719 pvd May 19 1724 gives

to son Samuel LlO
to son Nathaniel Ll5
to son Samuel all land not given him by deed
to da~er Elizabeth wife of William Ladd a cow
to daughter Mary 30 s, a bed and 14 borrowed of her
to daughter Mercy wife of William Bowditch a ewe sheep
to daughter Priscilla wife of Samuel Lyndon a cow
to daughter Sarah wife of Benjamin Gifford a cow
to daughter Rebecca a cow and a bed
to daughter Hannah wife of Timothy Gifford a cow
to son Samuel's three sons Joseph, John and Christopher

any estate remaining

Inventory 187 10 s 6d viz: wearing apparrel, bed, pewters,
linen, wheel, 15 sheep, 5 cowan, wares etC •

• • •
Will of Nathaniel Tompkins of Li~,t1e Compton RI son of Nathaniel
Tompkins and Elizabeth A1len~ dated ---pvd Aug 15 1748 • This
Nathaniel b. 1676 d. 1748. Gives
to ~imothy Gifford Sr, brother-in-law
to limothy Gifford Jr, kinsman, all my lands and buildings,

l:ut if he dies then to his two brothers Daniel and Hobert
Gifford

to sister Hannah Gifford a brass kett Ie
to Mary King a piece of gold and right in a black cow
to kinsman Robert G;Y-ford largest gun
to Timothy Gifford r all personal estate not disposed of,

and if he dies without issue to my klnswomen Constant and
Hannah Gifford, daughter of my executor a sum of money each.

Inventory 1.242, lISt _8 d. bed, 2 guns, pair of stillyards,
half of 2 mares, hall' of 2 cows, 3 barrows 1 shoat, 9 pigs
and meat catt le 1105, mill press et c

•••
Will of Samuel 'iompkins b. ~~ May 24 1681 d. May 1760
m. Sarah Coei he son of Nathaniel Tompkins and Elizabeth
Allen. "11 dated July It 1758 pvd June 3 1760, gives

names sons Gideon and Micah
to son Joseph 140, a cow and half of appareells
to son Christopher 140 and half of apparrells
to "'ons Gideon and Micah all real estatelt land and Wildings

in Little Compton
to son Gideon a bed

to son Ben.iamln L5
to son William L50 and privilege to 11Ve in t he house ~Thi1e

single if the house is not sold
to daughters Elizabeth and Abigail L30 each, all the rest of the

household gOOds, privilege of living in the house while
single, use of garden etc while the house and land are
unsold and yearly to each ten pounds of flax, six bushels of
winter c.pples and a barrell of cider while they are single

( we lost the rest of it RT)
•••
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EXCERPl'S FRCl4 "OUR FOLKS"
by Bess TOOIpktnsMiller
of Corvallis regon.

This brochure listing some 350 descendants of Reuben 'l'ompkins
and Liuth HE:lden of NewYork, was compiled and publised by Bess
Tompkins 1>liller herein identified in 1953. It was copyrighted bu1-
we are sure that Mrs l'liller woul, be glad to know that her
research material has bCE:nprE:served fo:' t he benefit of the
big f'amily. She says in t he Foreword "I am indebted to many
people for the material. To all writers of Tompkins history,
especially Robert ATompkins author of the "Tomkins-Tompkins
Genealogy," and several others per her list.
It is a very interesting "Tork and contains considerable mater-

ial as to the maternal ancestry than our worts contain.
The booklet, in part, goes on to say:
If you can imagine yourself, dear reader, or shall I say

dear relative, a little girli eight, ten, twenty years oldilistening day by day as a be oved scholarly father casual y
spoke of "our folks", and you wondered betimes who our folks
really were and what t hey were like, t hen you mny reDlize ,,,hy
I have underteken at this rosy time in my life to delve into the
history of the past Md you may know somethinp: of the joy that
I feel as I begin this little book, hoping that this simple
narrative may br an inspiration and help to those who are also
our folks.

Ny f"t her, John 'fompkins, was born in Broome County New York
near the little villape of Deposite on the seventh day of January
1843, the third son and 1l1so the third child of Reuben and Ruth
Belden Tompkins.

j'jy father often told us the story that ,,,hen he "Tas born his
older brother said "Grandfather, we have 2 John in our family,"
at which the old gent lemnn replied ,,,it h great dignity 'I named
my first boy John, showing his pride c.nd lOYi\lty to fi\mily names
and tradition.

There were m"mystories of that !'ew York home which .Tas on a
d"iry filrrn • There was a large cool buttery, a big barril churn,
turned by ,oc tread-mill, operated on!'!day by a pet sheep and next
by [l large shepherd dog, but 01, Shep was too wise fOr them. He
would watch the sheep doinr~ the churning and the next day be :In
hiding. He seemed to al\\'aYs Wnowwhen his turn was coming.

There-were stroies of' the tall handsome father, who always
wore white shirts, and on Sundays wore black broed-cloth and a
high silk hat. GrandfDther was a deVl)Ut Christi"n, very loyal
to his church • .teRrs Loter, Cl daughter-in-law often showed how
grandfather when very old "In' childish would take the Christian
Advocate under his arm and approach a visi~or, wmlld say in his
lO"f soft voice "This is my paper, it is a l'lethodist paper."

His brother John was P Methodist minister. Howinterestin~ it
has been to receive Lotters from relatives whomI had never
contacted in my research work saying "I have grandfather's mar-
dage certificate. The preacher \\'as John Tompkins, mininrt,er of
the Gospe1, and the vdtnesses were .•• " and go on to name the

(contd)



uncles, aunts and cousins. Howreal it makes the people of those
by-gone days seem!

Grandmother was a tiny womanwith a ready wit and a merry
laugh. When she was unusually talkative grandfather would say
"Now just hear that bell ding (Belding)"

About 1850, accompanied by his brother Bloomer Clndot her
relatdves, grandfather took his family to Wisconsin settling near
Stone's L9.nding. And nOwthere are stories of that life in the
wilderness home; of Indians who talked to them, and asked for food
and trinkets; 0::' summers spent in fishing and swimming in the many,
many lakes, of winter sports and school dClYs.

But it no doubt took some time for even t hose brave pioneer
mothers to grow accustomed to living among the Indians in the
Wisconsin wildreness. There was a law that no Indian man could
enter a white man's house if only women and children were at home.
Grandmother said she often looked up from her "lork to see three
or four dusky faces pressed against' he window panes. If no men
were in sight the natives silently left "lit,hout more ado.

The Indians often asked for bread. One day our grandmother
firmly said "Pet it pat issarie-pain." The Indian be came indipnant
;mc, exclaimed "Pale-face say "etit patisserie-pain but \eJhenIndian
kill mowich pale-face say "1'le piece mowich, me piece mowich."

This amused grandmot her very much. Sh0 often laur;hed about it.
I think she found some bre;!d for the clever fellow. It has alwavs
been the custom amon!, the Indians to take captive children and give
them to the chief's "rife. This was iJ difficult crime to abolish.
Amonp:the tribe of Incticms near rrandfather's home ,,"as a little boy
whomt he settlers SOon decided must heve been sto len from'c.he 1,rh5te
people. rle did not suspect this himsel", having been taken when he
was only t"l0 or three years old. He \eTasnOwabout six. he came one
nay with 8. group of In81;on 1,romenand children to sit by grand-
mother's fire. "Put your feet on t he hearth" said grrmdmot her.
"stompers here" sain the mother hastily. But even bef're she
spoke the boy had complied with grc1ndmother's roo.uest, showitlg
that he understood English much better t hen the !ndians '!'ished
kno"ffi.

The ne\<lSsoon trC1velled to a distant settlement where a child
han been stolen a fe~l years before, and a delegation of men came
to get him. Grandfat her ruided them to the wigloram",mdt hey went
in. As gr2nd,O~,ther st,ooped to taken the boy up in his arms the
motrher seized a tomahawk and swung it above r[ndfat her's head ••
Fortunately they father realizing what it would mean or anxious
to save gr2ndfather caui!ht her arm before the hatchet came down upon
her intended victim. And now the little boy felt thClt he really
had belCn stolen. "e was taken to his old home rot evervthinp: looked
stran~e to him. Walkin;- through the room he put his hfmd on a
child s rockinp: ohair enc1thoughtfully said "This was mine." The
memory of thc!t little chair had some-how linglCred in his chilnish
heart through all the years of his cantivity.

Imagine tryinl' to keep four boys who could swim like fishes out
of the many lakes and streams. Grandmother on;y tried to keep them
out of the water until the weather grew warm•• So, each morning,
throup:h the sT1ing she sewed the shirts on her sons. Then they

(contd)

"CUR FOLKS"
contd

329



...---
330

"OUR FOLKS"
contd

would have to be worn all day and the temptation to "just see if
the water was warm" woul not be too great for the young lads.
But grandfEJther never. seemed to feel at home in Wisconsin and

soon moved to Kansas. 'ere the four boys, William, Amos, John
(my father) and Henry,' and the two girls Sarah and Emmagrew up.
Here it was that the three older bOys heard the call of their
country and joined the Union army in 1$62. Amos lived only one
year, and Hilliam died sO>n after the c lose of t he war. Sarah
married Dr JC'.masJones and lived near Chetopa Kansas, all her
life. Emma, the youngest child lived only 15 short years.

Perhaps no family of children kept closer to the teachin!,s
of t eir parents thEm did these. Howwell I remember a certain
letter which my uncle Henry, in NewMexico for !-lis haalt h, wrote
to my fat her in Orep:on "John, do you remember what a vood fat her
and mother we had. I often wonder if we are living as I'ood as we
should." And he went on to mention the active place my father
had taken in church and civic affairs of the cumminities in wrich
he had lived. What;an inspirction t ht was to a thourhtful young
girll

lIn" now1 daur,hters-in-law tell of the graciOUS old gentlemc>n
and his bbeery little wife ..rho took so much delight in friends
and kin, anrl pets, flowers and gc>rden. Of t he morning "lOrsllip
with grandfather read; ng from the old Bible while )Zraqdmother knit.
of the frhmdly olrl cat who always sat on p:randf,.,ther f>shoulder as
he knelt in pr2yer. As gr,mdrnother prepared breakfast, granrlf2ther
worked in t he garden. Oft en he would p:o in t he kit hcen and say in
an excited though CJl''lays soft voice, "Ruth you must come out and
see this flower. It is beautiful in all its p:orreous colors."

What more can I te 11 of my felt,her? Of his abiding sorrow 2t
the loss of his first-born son, anrl then his young wife. Of his
marrbge to my dear mother, ann their trek to western Kc'nsas
ane, six '{recTS l<.tE'r to l!.'Ashinrton. Howbeautiful were the green
v2.11,ys and sparkling streams, the gie.nt trees end lofty mounti.in
peaks of t he West. Ho",I em tempted t,o "rrit.f: on and on and on as
memories comE:rushinI' back so vividly. A trip to Oklahoma in 1$92
to run the "race" ani t~ke adjoining clp:lms vrit: Uncle Henrye;ovm
on the Cimmaron, ..:as a preat adventure which led only to d.Lsappoint
ment. The midwest prairie cli~e seemed very harsh after c year
f>pent on the 1-'estern slopes of Oregon. My uncle took his femily to
Nevilv!exico, and we joyfully returned to Oregon.

I am very gretefnl for the answers to hundreds of letters thEct I
have written cluT'inp:the twen! y years that I have been collect'i.ng
the data fort his genealop:y. From these repUf?s I have put t.op;ether
Fi becl1ltiful story about "our folks" from th~t lonp: ",go day when
five brothers journeyed up the fudson hiveI' and sett~led nflar
Westchester, !~ewYork. We are now a multitude, scattered all OVf'r
the nation and in foreit:n lands. Each a part of the community
c;Jlled home but ever mindful of the heritage of the past "rith OUr
motto, Ne r-lagnumNisi Bonum, "Nothing is great thAt is not fooe'."

;';n(':t his part or excerpt. r-lrs Bess Tompkins Miller also
has in her brochure a section called Reminiscences of Julia Ann

(cont,d)
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"OOR FOlKS"
contd

North 1'.ho married Henry Bloomer Tompkins as in The Clan of
Tomkyns now in some tv,relve bound typed MSS by Roberl An/CUs
Tompkins. This Henry Bloomer tompkins was brother of John
Tompkins ",ho marriee' Lydia Ford who v;as fAther of Bess Tompkins
IUller. Julia Ann Ford Fas sister of Sarah Jane North 1-Tho
married as 2nd wife John Tompkins father of bess Miller.

RllIfINISC3NCESOF JULIA NORTHTOi.:PKINS

My fether, Joseph North, an orphan boy born in 1{entucky about
1818 of Scotch-Irish pArentEIf,e, went to Virp-inia l1nd then to
Illinois where he met my moth'r Savanna!" brsito"T dauP'hter of Ulery
Garrett and -----Brist 01<[, an(~ married her <: bout i845. Mother Nas
born February 22 1822.

They re8ic1.e6 in ,11inDis until about 1856, three sons werE) born
there, CharIe c' 1846, '(i11iam 1848 and George 1850. 1.1yparents
moved to J4issouri "There I was bOrn In 1857L "nd Har-rlet AmandEIin
1860. We moved to K"nsas, but remained in ion County only a s~ort
time before morvine; to Fr;mklin County, where my younpest I'i,~ter
S8.r3h Jane vTas born in 1863.

Frccnklin "Tas a new county. There was but one house in the
present city of OttmTa, the home or Toy Jones, an Inciian. It "'as
in this communiety that my f"mlly became E'Ciuaint",0. l'Tith the f',mU"
of 'euben Tompkins. They were to become very close to us as I
married the fourth son, flenry, ;mf' my sister Sarah Jane, married
the third son John Tompkins.

Very soori after settlinp; in F'ranklin County, my frt,her 2'nc
ot her families a 11 f;lrmers, took their teams !';nc moved a parsOriage
to Ottawa from uhio City, a distance of ten or tv.elve miles. It
was an import2,nt event in the life of the little settleMent. My
mother said to ;,jother Tompkins "The pre2cher's 1-Tife crn ride in
the house. "his will solve her tr2iDsport;tion problem." This Hes
considered [' gooc joke.

':ev. AdClmsend hi s wife mover' int 0 the parsonare rnd begem
holdine: meetings in the fDrmers' houses. Sister Admns could preach
as pooe a SEl'mon c:;s her husb2nd, some t "n)t.l[ht better, but : he ;ras
not popular withthe f8rmers' wives es she v'as " poor housekeener.
The second pastor was Rev. Butt. His wife was very :.,uiet c'nd retir ..
ing but a splencIid housekeeper. Shs was very populcn" with the women
of the community. It was a Methodist f:;piscopal church.

Bv mother was bOrn near JClcksonville Illinois. Her sisters and
hrot hers were Eliza vrho married viilliam Clark. Sarah married F! Mr
Rexroat; Garrett, lleorge; Silas, a bUncl musician, and lliary.

About 1$69 we moved to Cherokee County, about five miles EClst
of Chetopa, and nine miles west of Baxter Snrinp;s, taking up a
homestead. Heuben Tompkins also moved to Cherokee County.

My father died in 1875 and l!jother in 1$76. V/illi8.m died in
1877 ani Geor!"e in 1879. v!illiam and Ch;lrles both served in the
Union Army.

In NewMexico we lived near John Y Hewitt who had been an early
schoolmaster in Franklin County. Henry attended his school. One
day he said to Henry "0 yes I remember your father. he delivered

(contd)
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"OUR FOLKS"
contd

the address at the first Fourth of July picnic held in Ottawa."
It was perhaps the first picnic held in Franklin County.

End of Julia Ann North item)
•••

Fo110winf- data by Bess Tompkins IU1ler entitled
n~nGRANT ANCESTORSOF RUTHBZIlJENTONPIGNS

Richard Belden (R.vldon-Belding) son of Sir Frincis Bay1don
of Eng18nd married Margaret Goodrick. 'cient to Wethersfield Conn
1635.

Samuel (1629-1713) m. l'Iary !dlled bv Inclians
samuel (1657-1737) m. Sarah (Fello"ls) Billings
Samuel (1684-1771) m. l.'Ic,rySpencer (1691-1751) dau Nathaniel

m. "')rdia Smith Jared
Richard (1728i1797) m. I7/;9 Elizabeth Eu1bert
Othnie1 (1755-1834) of 1Jethersfie1c: Conn m. sarah Lindsey

was in ::evolut ionary lHar
Amos (17$1-1863) m. Anna Day (1782-1830) m. ?nrl hannah Tompkins

( 1$03-1888)
Ruth (1819-1879) m. [euben Tompkins (1$0$_1$84)

The r:ay cmcestry
Eobert Day (1604-164£;J "lent to Hartford Conn 1634 ship Elizabeth

m. in En'-12no. !.kry, m. 2nd Edit ha si ster of Deacon Edward
Stebbins

John ba. 1730 m. Sarah ,.jaynard
John (16'77-1752) m. Grace Spencer
AbrClham(1712-1792) m. 1740 Irene Foote (1722-1$09)
Lieut Abraham, In rev Nar see DARLineape took vol 4~ m.

Irene Jackson
.~nna (17$2-1$30) m. Amos Belden (17f:1-1863)

The Foote Ancestry
Nathaniel Foote (1593*1641,) m. Elizabeth Demmingwent WFlterto~.'11

]ijass to Uethersf'ield Conn
Nathomie1 (1620 ..1655) m. Elizabeth Smith deu it Sam Smith
Nathaniel (1647-1703) m. l'Iarraret Bliss (1640-1745) dau

Nathaniel Bliss and gd dau Thom<1sBliss
Ephraim (1685i1765) m. Sarllh ChRmber1c,in ( 1693-1777)
Irene (1722-1809) m. Abr2ham Day (1712-1792)

Re Thomas Bliss as above
Thomas Bliss ba. (1580-1650) Eng1.snd to Braintree Mllss 1635

m. l'Iargaret Lawrence (1594-1684)
Nathaniel (1621-1651,) m. 1646 Catherine Chgnin (a1650-171;)
Hargaret (1649-1745) m. N.sthaniel Foote (1647-1703)

Ancestry of Mary Bloomer "ho m. John Tompkins
Fobert Bloomer b. Enp:land to Boston Mass, R.I., ane' Long Islsnd

NY colonel Rnd prominent eitizer Rye NY m.
John b. 1682 m. Slizabet h boyd
Renben b. 1708 m. l'lary Merey Coles
Arnold b. 1735 m. Sho1ef'ield
l'lary b. 1771 m. John 'l'ompkins ba 1765 da. 1845 father of

Reuben Tompkins of above line
•••



son of Col James MTompkins and Fh1C.ahHill, father of this
compiler. Whenwe visited the little town of ParksvillE: South
Carolina after an absence of fifty years, we foune', t he old Tompkins
home there where f8ther and also others of his family were born,
the familiar old house was still occupied by Mr Frank rarks and his

family.
Near the house is the wrial lot with the stone wall around it,

and which st ill has no gateway. As to t his however, we have som" 15
volumes of MSSwhich we will remake and have bound, which relates
my story from the time I was seven years old up until about 1925.

To write a biogrcphical sketch of my noble and great-hearte'
father, would surely need a more gifted pen than mine. He is still
honored and loved by the ;)outh Carolina people who still remembered
him sO well and sO often spoke of him during the visit we speak of
above. Father was t he only doctor in t he neighborhood of Parksville.

Both there and later in Texas, I have seen him leave at all hours of
the day or night to go sometimes near twenty miles to see somewonewho
was ill. As for being paid for his services, we might say it was very
seldom. Whenat last we lost him he had accounts of debts probably
amounting to several thou and dollars. Sad to relate, I do not be-
lieve mother Fas ever able to collect a single dollar of this.

Jes, he viaS indeed a nobleman by nature and a Gentleman of the
Old South. What more eloquent eulogy could there be?

Father viaS a surgeon in the Confederate army attached to the 5th
Georgia Infantry regiment. I remember attending a re-union of this

re[iment at Augusta in 1884 just before Vie went back to Texas. I am in
the big photo[raph of the veterans, standing just behind father's
c' air. This photograph is probc!bly in mother's trunk, at WashinFton.
Father was wounded in the Civil VIal' by a minie ball in the right

Jung. He was in bed for nearly a year, but returned to duty before
the end 0

"
the war. I never heard him speak ill of anyone, not even O'

the nmch hated Sherman, tho just about everybody else I knew could find
words so vile's they needed to speak of Sherman. But I often wished
I had been there to be a Confederate soldier.

DR FRANKLIN ABEL TCI<1PKINS.
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As to our sainted mother, Ida, Corinne Matthews, we can not speak
in a language t hat wi11 do her t he credit she deserved. One of riod's
wonderful daughters, who we can say, gave her whole life to the
/,:ood and well-being of her children. Even in the later days when there
Were grand-chilGren, who nOvlhave fa!l:ilies of their ovm, nne' these

had in mother their "protecting angel." lVlother would sit in a rocking
chair, generlly making crochet or some other piece of fancy hanc'-work.

If the grandch:j.ldJen got into troulle with their parents, they would
run to mother s chair and crawl into the corner behind it. There they
were indeed ili the vlorld",s mOst magnificent sanctuary. Mot-,herwould say

"No,,! just leave them alone. You were v:orse than they when you was E'S
little as t hey are."

Mother was the daughter of Judg' Henry Frank Matthews and Jane
Craig. Jane Craig was a descendant b~ ~~hp Scottish Gordons but I never
learned how. Many of her relatives had Gordon for a first or middle
name. Judge Matthews was in the Mexican War. I only wish I had written
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down the things he used to tell me. Once he was aprisoner in
Mexico and was in the group where the Mexicans put ten white

beans and one brown bean in a hat. Ten prisoners would have to
draw beans. The one with the bro,,;n beanwas shot. He was

one of the several \-Thohad to pull wagons instead of the mules or
burros. Once he told me the Me:tdcans were much amused by the
"horsee" pretending to kick up or something of the kind •. ~nd
after they had become adept at t his game, they once "ran awa"
down a hill and wrecked tre wagon. But the J'Iexicans only had a
big laugh at this, but they had the bean lottery the next morning
iu st the same.
" GrE1I1df"ther.J'latthews showed me a place in a branch creek o{
the bc!Youwhere he said a small boat that belonged to laFitte II
men had sunk their small b08t and escaped in t he woods. The

English warship had follo"led them up the bayou until the big
ships could fO no further. This must have been about where the
"basin" is nO"l in houston where big ships CM tie up. This vias
what we used to call Magnolia E'ark when I was a youngster there.

Grandfather C:2idthere was a lot of treasure in the boat
but it sunk so far down in the soft mud they never could get
it out. I,jany many yearE later at Houston I triec' to find this
spot but everythingwas so changed. But I think it was not far
above a branch of t he boy now in the Houston limit s towards
Harrisburg. lie v:as a e;rand olel fellow. We were good friends and
he taue;ht me how to play poker but I learned to cuss ,,11 by
myself. The only thing he disliked about me was my singing the
wonderful ballad "And they laid Jesse James in his Grave." May
be I sang it too often, about 125 times a day.

From The recor.s of the Union and Confederate Armies in the
Civil War we copied the account of the raid by a picked command
of which father was a member, 8nd WC1S probably "Ihere he was
wounded. It says: Frank A Tompkins attacked to the 5t h Ceore-ia
Regiment under Genergl Richa!d H Anderson, in a picked detail of
53 men from the 5th Georgia, lightly armed "Title pistols and
knives, carryine; material for spiking cannon, burning and destroy-
ing cannon, gun carria[;es etc, under commandof~Lieut.enant Hel-
lonquist and Lieutencnt Nelms, adjustant of the 5th eorgia.

They attacked t he camp of Wilson's Zouaves on an island near
Pensacola, capture<'. and destoyed the place, killed of dispersed
all the Zouaves October 23 1861 (This report of General Anderson)
We lost 2 officers, 4-non-commissioned officers, 11 privates and
1 citizen volunteer. Wounded 2 officers, 5 non-commissioned offic-
ers and 32 privates •.•

General Anderson furt her said: It is with pC;ide and pleasure
I bear testimony to call to the notice of the eneral Commanding,
the admirable conduct of the troops throughout the expedition and
the conflict: the alacrity, courage and discipline exhibited by
them merit the highest commendation. This, Sant2 ROsa Island near

Pensacola, Florid"" Oct 1861. End report of Gen. Anderson.
Note by RT There must have been 64 Il!en in the party as there

Were 57 casualties. Miscopy in records somewhere, it's easy to
do this, we kno~{by bitter experience •

•••
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Colonel James S Tompkins.

This was the grandfather of this writer. Following letter from
our first cousin Huldah Amelia Tompkins (Mrs Francis MWarren).

fur grandfather James S Tompkins was the oldest son of Stephen
'lJDDlpkinsJr and Elizabeth Brooks. Colonel James. was a member
of the State legislature for a number of terms, and a signer of
the Ordnance of Secession. His name is on a marble tablet in the
State House in Columbia, and in the First Eaptist Church where the
ordnance was signed. I have the old family Bible and am sending
you the names of his children.
1st Samuel S Tompkins
2nd James Lawrence (called Uess)
3rd Thomas S
4th Henry W
5th John W(called Jack, my fClther)
6th Franklin Abel twin with
6th Elizabeth died in infancy and is buried beside her mother
at Parksville
11th R Augustus who died in Texas and was buried. t1e was a Captain
in the Confederate army when the war ended
Sth Robert WP who was killed as Captain of his company at
Sharpsburg. Uncle Gus was Captlain of the company after his death.

(signed)Your Cousin Huldah.

The R Augustus Tompkins was elected as candidate on the Democratic
ticket for Governor of Texas, but died (of yellow fever I believe)
at Galveston Texas. Wehave his signature on a fly-leaf of a book.
As he died on the day before election, and of course was not
elected, it prevented the certainty of a Tompkins governor for the
Democratic nomination was never beaten in those days. He was known
as "Wild Gus."
This R Augustus Tompkins has been confused with one Robert Augustus
who mustpe the one whose signature we have and who was governor-
elect of exas. The R Augustus Tompkins who took commandof the
company at Sharpsburg when OUrRobert William Pinckney Tompkins, its
commander, was killed in combat, was most certainly the R Augustus
listed by our good cousin Huldah. His name was RICHARDAugustus
Tompkins. Note his brother was Robert WP Tompkins. Wehave this
Robert WP Tompkin signature from BaeonIs Essays as written on
fly-leaf of his college book, now in posstssion of Captain Robert
Henry (Harry) Tompkins of Corpus Christi exas. Wehave photostat
copies in OUr huge collection of autographs. It was probably the
Robert, Augustus who died at Galveston Texas 1$67? whowas called
Wild \.ius.

Wehave a photostat copy of the signers nallles of the Ordnance of
Secession sent-by Captain Robert Menry Tompkins of Corpus Christi.
Colonel James S Tompkins of Par~sville is mentioned in many works
on South Carolina history, among these is Chapman~smost interest.
ing "Hist ory of South Carolina •"

Wewere very glali to find a copy of this book in the Public
Library at Augusta eorgia, tho no doubt there are copies in most
l1bfaries everwhere in the United States.

his was the homeland of the heroic Colonel William B Travis,
who died in the Alamo in San Antonio Texas, a place we have visited
many t.imes, and saw the very spot where Travis and other died with
dead M€xicans piled up like sand.bags around them.-
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Chapman says, re Colonel Travis:
In the good old days on Mine Creek there lived an industrious man
named Travis. His wife bore him no children, and she was aJways
begging her neighbors to make her a pre sent of one. EUt t he neigh-
bors did not feel like parting with one of their own in this way.

EUt at last her importunate prayers "'.e gratified in a way she
had not anticipated. Going out one morning to the cow pen as usual
to milk her cows, she found hanging on the bars a little hlndle
carefully done up which on examination she fCWld containing a fine
baby boy. She adopted him at once and named him Bar Travis from
the place where he was found.ne grew up a fine healthy boy, became an active energetic man,
an honor to those who had adopted him and reared him. In due time
he married and settled a place one mile North of Bethlehem Church,
a place lately the home of Hon. WJ Ready. It was here that Colonel
William B Travis, the commander and the hero of the Alamo was l>om
in 1809. The grave of Bar Travis is still to be seen. With Colone]
Trav1c at the Alamo died, Crockett, Bonham, and Bowie.

As Edgefield C,qunty is what we will aJways consider the "cradle"
of our Southern lompkins branch, and when I was a young fellow I
so often heard the story of "when the stars fell" and of the
earthquake when there were deep cracks in the earth, and many other
startling tales I heard from the old time former slaves, it is
apropos to relate t his tale from Chapman's book.

Chapman relates that in 1859 there was a wonderful display of
the Aurora Borealis. The whole element seemed to be a solid sheet
of blood, and the reflection from the sky carried a pale yellow
light to shine upon the earth. Many others saw it and some say they
heard music also. The old men called them "War lights."Ane' they
said that such things occurred to their fathers just before the
Revolutionary War. Similer phenomena occured some ten years
later, and continued aJmost nightly from August until far into
the following Spring. Some of the Auroras were singularly beautiful,
rising in the North East in great pillars of redding light and
passing Westward across the pole and sinking into the Dorth West.

As for the music, music is sCllletimes heard in the atmosphere
above us wit hout a visible producing cause I know, but whether it
be strains descending from supernal sources I do not know. One
"<1Y at the hlrial of a child in Rosemont Cemetery fDcNewberry
officiating minister the ;(everend WB Kirk\'Toodor the "'ethodtst

Church, I heard distinct ly a strain of music coming, it seemed to me
from far above, yet floating around and near. It might have been,
I know not "Thich a response to t he hymn just sung at the grave, or
welcome from an angelic choir to the soul of the child. Be its
what it was- I heard it.

Some years afterwardds a friend told me th.:,t riding by the same
cemetery one evening near sunset, he heard similar strains floating
in the air far above him. Is it superstition to believe that there
is another and a better world very near to this, and that some time,
whether by eye or ear, or by some other sense we may have perception
of its nearness. End of Chapmanexcerpt.

Chapman says that if the United States had let South 6arolina
go, instead of making war it would have been the laughing stock
of the world, and it would soon have been knocking at the door
to be "back home." We believe this is vulnerable to argument. We
believe other states, seeing success of this one, would secede also



and bit by bit the entire nation would f'all apart. Any where and
any time, one group can become paramount to even a small part of
power it seizes that power. No matter which side might win
in a Civil War over here, they wouiki we believe eventually once
more become one nation. The dif'f'erence in this case was that when
the i'orth won, there were created millions of new voters for
l..:incoln's political party, and millions f'ewer voters f'or his
opposition. tt was just politics and no amount of' special plat-
itudes can make anything else of' it. It matters not to some
politicians how many millions might die, it it worth the cost
(provided of' course that the politicians themselves do not die)
and would be excellent "political strategy." Politicians, we
believei are just generally windbags gushing golden promises
and col apsing in 1:.he fulfillment of' them. Even since we can
remember prosperity !'lad been "just around the corner." The corner
means the corner of the horizon. iry and catch it if you can.
The "prosperit'Yf belongs to t he bloated billionaires who own
outfits that by some means or other, get f'at government contracts.

But to return to more pleasant subjects. Chapman sEl:Ys, and
he writes of 1893, not sO long after we left there in IfW4:

~~ention must be made of the lovely little tOWn of Parksville
on the west side. This t)own which now (1893) has about 250
inhabitants and situated on the Port Royal and Western Carolina
Railroad, 32 miles above Augusta, and about the same distance from
Greenwood. It has two churches, one Methodist and o:(1.eBaptist.

At t his time Rev. G IVBussey is pastor of the J:Japtist Church,
and Rev. B 0 Berry of the J'lethodist. The town has a flourishing
school of over 100 pupils. The people of the town were determined
to be strictly temperate and sober, and by its Act of Incorporation
the sale of intoxicating lir,uors is forbidden for 99 years.

There are four stores, two conducted by Gilchrist, Harmon and
Company, and one by L F Dom. These do a general mercantile busi-
n<:ss, and then there is a drug store kept by T R Whatley. The town
is certainly favorably situated to grow to be a place of consider-
able importance, as the Savannah River on one side about a mile
distant, and Big Stevens Creek on the otl'er not quite so far. 4lt
the town spread itself so as to fill up all the space between the
two, which it can do very easily in the COUrse of a few years.
(End extract from Chapman.l

But Alas: Mr Chapman s dream did not come to be. We visited
Parksville a little over fifty years after he wrote the above.
It has not grown, and perhap.cc it has become smaller. We do not
say one detrimental word about Parksville. We love every inch of
its soil and the wonderful people in it, \-Iho are mostly related to
us, for we have lived there fOr nearly two hundred years. Our
people were born, and they lived and some of them died are lie there
in t heir last sleep.

We very well remember the banks of the Savannah River where
we used to cirive out in the bugg on picnics and the beautiful rocks
I found, and the wonderful cold spring between Parksville and the
River where I had the never to be forgotten drink of water one hot
day about 1883.

I knew the Harmons, the Dorns, and the fusseys well and in
the Carolina section of the dozen volumes of my "Memoirs" I speak
of these very often.
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I remeber Big Stevens Creek very well. As father was the only
Doctor for miles around, during t he negro riots of about 1884
we crossed the bridge on this creek on the way to Uncle Tan
Jennings' house when his daughter was ill. Everywhere fat her
drove t here were two to four Ku Klux went With him as guards.

Jim Blackwell had been kUled by a gang of negroes and the
Ky Klux caught four of t hem. They were dangling by t heir necks
fran t he bridge rail when we crossed over it. J-iother hid her
eyes rot I good a good look~ as Mr Blackwell was a friend and a
relative of ours. Our 12 vOlUmes of "lJiemoirs covers t his case
very plainly.

Chapmansays this place was called The Dark Corners. I had
heard that before but never knew why until about 1935 when I
visited the old place again, then occupied by the family of
••r Frank Parks. It .as then I had the pleasure of meeting a
"!r Christian whose daughter was Mrs Frank Parks. Hewas just a
boy when t he War was on and was one of ALLthe men in Parksville
who laid alongside the Savannah River with muskets loaded, all
night waiting for Sherman, but he did not come that way. Mr
Christian said once in the early drlYSsome neighb07 wanted to
subscribe for a weekly news~'aper. It seems there 1'TaS nO mail
then to Parksville, or for some reason the newspaper would not
promi e to have papers sent there unless they got a certain
number of Subscribers. The neighbor tried to get that many to
sign up and could not get enough. He became very angry and said
this "ras the "Dark Comers" and the name stuck for generations
afterwards. Mr Frank Parks family lived in the 01(: TomRkins
home I rembered so well and where grandfather Colonel ames S
Tompkins and several others of our family are buried. Also my
grandmother Huldah Hill Tompkins whose nephew (ineral Daniel
Harvey Hill of t he Confederate army, is buried along side of
grandfather. GenerGl Daniel Harvey Hill was brother-in-law
of the ever famous eneral Stonewall .Jackson.

EUt about the Dark Comers and vicinity. Cha:1mansays that
there is a section just across Big Stevens Creek thc>t is called
Skipper's Georgia, and still so called in 1893. Skipper's eorgia
is located below Scott's Ferry road. Its name originated from a
citizen of Newberry named Skipper, '\-Thostole a couple of horses
in Newberry, .and was told that after he crossed two rivers he
would be in !"eorgia. He crossed Big Stevens Creek and exclaimed
"Th,mk God lam in Georgia at last."

A Posse from .'ewberry was not {ar behind him and wb.ile
grazing his stock between A Sharpton s and the creek in that
hilly country, the posse overtook him, sane of whomheklew well.
iJe refused to be arrsted or even to give up the horses saying
he was in Georgia and not subject to Carolina laws; but he was
overpowered and taken back to Newberry. He has not been heard of
since but the hills below Scott's Ferry still are called Skippers
Georgia.

Just above the road leading to Scott's Ferry, and extending up
the river, embracing all the territory between Stevens Creek
and the Savannah River, and as far up as Little River which
empties into the Savannah in Abbeville County is the section
known as Dark Corners.

This section was first sett led by t he Tuckers, Tanpkins, Jennings.
Blackwells, Pick8tts and Searles. Our courthouse at that time
was at Ninety Six, South Carolina. There was a paper published
at that place which was the only one in the congressional district.
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Old london Tucker was at Ninety Six attending court and saw
one of the newspapers. The contents pleased him so much that
he bought a dozen or more copies to distribute among his
neighbors, believeing he "lOuld get them to subscribe, it was a
weekly paper. There were no mail routes in the county at that
time, and Tucker's idea was to get as many subscribers as
possible so they might, by going by turns for the paper} lose
as litt Ie time as possible. Not a single member of the oeat
company would take the paper. After using all his persuasion
and argument to no purpose he exclaimed "How long will we
have to live in this dark day and age?" An old man named
MacKenzie answered that dark corners was good enough for him,
and would remain so if people would only keep out books, news-
papers and foreigners.

Ch"pman remarks, very kindly, "Dark then but not now- it
is the most intelligent part of our county."

In a letter quoted by Chapman and signed by WD Jenningsi(our grandmother fhldah Hill ~;as.}l widm'r 'Jennings and eged on y
21 when she married grandfather ames S Tompkins), says
At Dorn~s Millon Stephens Creek commences our EdgE:field Range,
tking in Uberty Hill Rehoboth, in fact all the,t is called
Chota, after an(' Indian Chief. Chot<l extends as far dOl-Tnas
Martin Town. Jepth~! Sha.rpton, " descendants of Pocahontas, Was
born in. Chota. (signed) WD Je~ings. This was a letter from
Nr Jennmgs to Dr Thomas J McKl.e.

In speaking of the vicinity of Fruit Hill in Edgefield County,
Mr Chapmanmentions Elizabeth E Illen who married Colonel
.John l'I Tompkins (cee Clan of TomJyns and Tomkins-!Jompkins
Genealogy). Colona! Tompkins served with distinction in the war
between t he States pnd died in 1887. His widmv and six children
survive (1893) The Allen family is discussed in some detail in
Chapman's book.

• ••
Many year:; later when We were living "t Marlin Texas I knew

t~ro brothers by the name of Stallworth. One was Ch.srley anc' other
was callec! Dosh Stcllworth. It 1rIasmany m2ny yearf' 18ter I found
out abou these in the Public LibrrJry <::tAugusta Ga. They.ere
kin to the Doziers "rho were kin to us. "Dosh" S't211worth's real
names was Dozier. Chapmans goes on to say:

Th" name of Stallworth is still an honored one inidgefielr'
County. Nicholas Stallworth Sr was born in Edgefield District
April 25 1777, and moved from Edgefield to. Clarke County Alabam~
in 1817 rot remained there only one year. In 1818 with several
others he removed to the east side of the Alabama River after
the troubles with the Indians subl;dded. ,.e made his home four
miles southeast of Evergreen and brooklyn public road where he

remained until his death in 1836. There is quite a lot of data
on this fine family who were related later to the family of
Colonel Travis who died at 'he Alamo, the Glovers and many
other families related to us. Chapman's book is one that every
South Carolina family should see.

Wemight end this item with the quotation from Chapman
regarding our grandfather Colonel James S Tompkins. Before doing

so we might remark that we have never been able to find the least
"hint as to what the initial "S" was for, in his name. His son
Ihomas was named Thomas Simon, rot we find no Simon in the ances-
try of our line. Thelfe were many Stephens and Samuels but
We doubt if the S for for either of these tho it may have been.
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Chapman says: This gentleman was a planter on the Savannah
side of the district in the neighborhood of Modoc, in that
part of Edgefield known as jJark Corner. He was born June 2$
1793 and died May 9 1$64. He was happily married on Fenruary 3
1$19 to Mrs Jennings widow of William" ennings. (Note by RT she
was only ~l then) Mrs Jennings-Tompkins was Huldah Hill b. Dee 28
1796 and died July 4 1$68.

Colonel Tompkins was a man of considerable influence and
Ability. H",had the honor of being elected to the legisleture, and
in the supreme hour when that last desperate struggle was made
to place upon an impregnable basis our old and cherished

doctrine of State's Rights, as one of the representaive men of
Edgef:eld, he was calle(1 to meet ~1.th others from different parts
of the state in that heroic convention which has become forever
historic, to consult together and to see that in that dark hour,
that the State should receive no detriment. e and they did
their duty, or what they conveived to be such. It is not possible
for any man to do more.

- ...- .~- .~,..- .
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From the wonderful book "CharlestoIJ" by William 0 stevens

and published by l.IOdd, !'lead and Co New ork 1940 we take the
following material;

A convention of the South Carolina legislature was called
December 17, 1$60, at Columbia, a very distinguished gathering
in its personnel. Th< first day it aopointed <' committee to draft
an Urdnance of SecesBsion, and then adjourned to Charleston on
accoun~ of an epidemic of smallpox at the capitol.

The next afternoon the assembly met again in Institute Hall,
Charleston. The meeting was conducted with due form and decorum,
but the streets were noisy with crowds, \"learing palmetto cockades
or Secession bonnets, shoutine: for the passage of the Ordnance.

The final session had been held in St Andrew~s hall on Broad
Street, where the St Cecelia balls were held, and where, behind
the chairman's seat, hung a full length portrait of 'ueen Victoria
painted by Thomas Sully at the order of the Scotsmen of Charleston

At noon of the twentieth the convention adopted unanimously a
brief statement declaring the "Union now subsisting between South
Carolina and the other states, under the name of the United
States of America, is hereby dissolved." One hundred ;JDd sixty
nine delegates voted yea and there was not one dissenting vote.

That evening the whole convention marched in procession to meet
the Governor and ~gislature at Institute Hall on 1-1eeting Street.
There} before a house packed to the doors, one delegate after
another walked up to the Chnirman's tnble, and wrote his signa-
ture to the document, which hnd been duly engrossed in the mean-
time. The table was the same on which the .l"ederal Constitution
had been ratified many years before. The ceremony consumed two
hours.

As thf last signatory laid down the pen, the presiding
officer announced "The State of South Carolina is an independent
Commo~wealth."

he assembly leaped to it s feet, went wild with excitement
and joy. The waiting crowds took up the shouting. Cannon boomed
The bells of St Michael's rang. The Charleston Mercury (the
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Rhett paper) had an extra on the street in fifteen minutes,
with big black headlines. Up went t he palmetto flag of 1776,
saJuted by artillery. That night tar barrels blazed, and prominent
workers for secession like Roger A Pryor of Virginia, were
serenaded. So, in Charleston, on December 20 1860, a new nation
was born, amid tumultous rejoicing, the Sovereign State of South
Carolina.

The next day the Courier's editorial ran: Thursday was a day
destined to become famous in the annals of history. Af'tter long
years of suffering and forbearance, t he people of South Carolina
have thrown off the yoke of the odious and infamous union. We
now stand before the ".orld a disenthralled and regenerated
people, a glorious example of the brave and the free. The chains
that have so long oppressed us have been thrown off the limbs
they have shackled, anr' consigned by patriots and the sons of
RevoJutionary sires •••. etc" much more to the newspaper article
which can be seen in the above mentioned fine book.

The same issue describes the celebration of the night before.
"One brilliant and prominent feature was the cheerful and beauti-
ful light that ilJuminated th e Secession Pole at the corner of
Hayne and Neeting Street". The light was reflected from one of
Jones's Patent burners, furnished from the estClblishment of
our w~ll known fellow citizen:jl Mr B Schultz, 129 Neeting Street."
The editor further remarked that this ,Tas highly crerlituble to
Nr SC]\1lltz whose efforts to plea.se have certainly the most
prniseworthy character. "

In this so much later day and when Television is everywhere,
we will see th~,t "commerltltals" are nothing new.

• ••
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Jonathan Tompkins
I'evolutionary War.

- a .....-.-=- __

Pension case number R. 20439. Private New York Line
Ap)"llied Aug 30 1828, residence Phillipst01.m Putnam Co NY
cL"imed enlisted rut served as waggoner. Snhstect at Fishkill NY
under Major John Keys.
Cle'1ims\'Tas ot YorktOlffi and at capture of Corn~Jallis and drove
General Knox's bar:gp[';e waGon t here and then.
Pension was not granted, insufficient eviddnce •

• • •

pension case numb"r S. 11,562. Applicat ion for pension by
Jonathan Tompkins dated June 5 1833 of Ulster Co NY. Service
card says private, period not c.tated, 8 months Colonel Paulding's
regiment. Age 79 in 1833. Entered service f"romUlster Co NY,
9 mont hs C:<ptain Pierce's CompRnyCol Wysenvelt' s regt.
9 months Col. Paulding
9 months General SUllivan.
Pension ratec, $80 per c,nnum. Applied p,t New Paltz NYUlster Co
Aug 3 1832.
Born 1753 in l'ew Paltz, record of birth in familx bible fUax as of
Eovember 1833 in possess:ton of Charles Broas in New Paltz NY •
Apnlication signed by (his + mark) Jonathan Tompkins.
Witnesses were of the du B1is family, so t11is man may been kin
to Fortun8tus Tompkins.

• • •
'IJilliam Tomnkins
RevoJut iOn£lry \'!a.r.

stephen N Tompkins,
RevoJutiona.ry Hal'.

Pension case number S. 23973. Westerlo NY 1835.
Private and corporal Cilpt Lane I s Company 10 months 23 days.
Pension $36 per annum.
Stephen N Tompkins Oct 11 1833 deposes age 75 And upwards
Sntered service from t01'>'11of Phillipstown, Dutchess CONY, now
Putnam County.
Family record in bible at his house. Born Phil1 ip st own, now
now (1835) Putn,sm County January 19 1758.

After the war moved to Coxsackie NY, Greene Co, and then to
Coeymans, Albany Co NY , then to ,'festerlo his present (1835)
residence. Lived tllere since 1805
Signed (his + mark) St.ephen N Tom)"lkins.
Caleb Tompkins of ?ensaellaersvUle testified known him 10np time •
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BIOGRAPHY OF JU LIA ANN TCMPKINs
of l.:lristol England and Utah.

This MSSwas sent to us by a descendants of this l$ne, l'lr
WG Gibbs of Pocatello Idaho. The article was written by Mrs
Matilda J (Gibbs) Salisb.1ry, a daughter of Juli~ Ann Tompkins.
This branch are now all members of the Monnon (;hurch, tho the
parents of Julia Ann Tompkins in Enrland were probably members
of the Church of England. The MSSfollows:

My beloved mother Julia Ann Tompkins was Lorn February 20
1820 in Bristol England. Her parents were Goorge Tompkins and Am
Stevens.

As a p:irl mother learned t he trade of shoe binder and b.1tton-
hole maker} her father being a shoe merchant. HEr time was spent
in her fatneris shop.

My father, being an apprent~ce employed in the same shop, was
soon infatuated with her striking character, beautiful form f1nd
was seeking her acouaintance. They had a very pleasant courtship
and in about 1840 they were happily married.

To this union there were eleven children, three of whomare
;o1;ill living. Mymother's father, George Tompkins was born May
15 1792: her mother Ann Stevens was born Apr:i1 15 1794, both at
Bristol England.

Father arid mother '-Iere still in the employ of her father until
t heir second b"'.be .,as bron Sepember 11 ---- when t hey moved to
Haverford} West South Wales, where father opened R shop Of.his
own. His ousiness steadily grew and flourished untH Februf,ry
7 1852, when they were both baptized into the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latterday Saints. This causeE! the business to f8ll off
to quite <1nextent which made it hard for them. But they manaf':ed,
the older boys bringing in a little help.

Fc>ther kept 1m open house fOr the Elders, which gave mother
pl€8.sure as well as work, cooking and CAring for t hem. I remember
Brother Ezra T Benson saying they always had a good ["orneat
Brother and Sister Gibbs, for Sister Gibbs did so much fOr t r,em,
never tiring in making them comfortable, doinr their washing,
ironinr: and mending. I have often heard my mother SllY she wished
we cO;lld have t h2t sc,.megoOci spirit a h'ays t,hat we had when we
labored in EnF:~md. We had that spirit that makes you feel as
though you ",ere Ufted to c>higher sphere. Mother was a wonderful
womanwith a keen sense of humor. I really thourht my father was
perfect, so careful was her training in never saying one word
avain st • Zverything he did was right, or at least He children did
not know.

Father was Culled to travel as Travelling Elder, then as
Mission Branch President, later appointed Clerk of the Council
anc:',Auditor of the Emigration Fund. He labored in these capacities
for eleven years, leaVing mo'her alnne ",it II her family and the
busine ss much of t he time durinv this perj.od. They were preparing
to emigrate. They pai,d their tithing, fast-offering, Temple donation
to their Emigration Fund.

Julia Ann Tompkins was the only One of her family to join
t he Church. Her mother said she had thro,,'11 herself away, and if
she had known John Gibbs would ever have don' such a thing as to

(contd)
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join the Mormons and emigrate to Utah she would never have con-
sented to their marri<'lge. She was stricked wit h grief, and to ld
my mother never to come or write to her, for she did not want to
hear anything about her. This was a hard triad for they were part-
ing for life. My mother did not see her c..gain.
John Duggan Gibbs, wife and family crossed t he ocean in the Senory

shore with t he Thomas hex Company. Th' y were nine weeks on the
water. They had a very pleasant voayge with the exception of poor
mother, who wae sick all the way. They travelled by ox team across
the desert to tah.

When they landed in salt !eke City for conference they were met
byBrother John Thain who afterwards took them to Willard and to
his home for a few days. They brother Ward let them have a log
stable he had for his cow no floor l:ut the dirt, no window, and
they hung a quilt Sister Beacher gave them for a door, and tacked
factory over the frame for a \olindow. There was a fire-place in thp
corner of the room, ann on this fire was where they did their
cooking. Thpy had many a l:urnt finger until they learned how to
manage. The boys would gather wood from t he foot-hills. Iilother
was so afraid the high mountains would fallon them and she was
afraid to go out ,md look up at them.

In tins dear little home I came to gladden t heir hearts. I
was their only living daughter. I was born 16 Lecember 1863 at
2:00 a.m •• Whenthel awoke the next morning there was a snOW-
drift across mother s bed. Theywere very excited for fear I
would catch cold, as they had previouslt lost five children.
It made them nervous as I was so tin.,.. Sister Hardy was the nurse
who took care of mother. Sister Harding was t he dear womanwho
shared her baby's dinner with me. ~he would come every day throufCh
the snow, knee deep and give me my dinner, ~lhat ~Ionderful charity
as mother said. I would ha~e starved to dee.th if it had not been
for t his wonderful woman.

We got through that winter with thankful hearts for there had
been no sickness, l:ut had a very hard winter. The next summer
t hey had c. sma11 home of their own t a move into. lilother, beinr so
handy with her needle sewed for many people, some for pay, others
because theywere in need of help. Father worked at his trar:e for
pay, and the larger boys worked for the farmers, or whereever
they could to help provide for the fllmily. One of the boys worked
for $4 amant h, and the ot her for $6 per month, and t his he Iped
out.

MAY1870 was r.1ther a sad time for mother, as they moved to
Portage. It was very muddy at this season of the YNJr, and oxen
would mire in the mud or gumbo as they called it .. And bet'-leen
Brigham City and Corinne, we ail had to walk, sometimes stePP!lmg
where it looked dry and solid but sinking down over OUr shoe tops.
Oh how hard to ext ricat e OUT' feet. Mother fe It t hat she had more
than she could bear, as she was leaving her friends that had
become so dear to her. She would take me out and we would kneel
in prayer and how she would prAY to have strengt h to mllke the
best of this move, as it was considered best for the family. "'he
shed many bitter tears Over it.

They had just finished their house when the surveyor said
they could not get water for their land, so that compelled them
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to move to the west side of the .alley where they could get
water from the mounta:ins.

One day while theyw ere living on the East side, or East
Portage, mother went to p quilting bee, and left me to take the
bread from the oven, and I was to go to her. While I was attending
to this I saw a band of Indians coming. I was so frightened I
hurriedly placed the bread on t he table, also the butter. I pushed
the table to the w:indow, opened it 2nd pulled the lath string :in
and crawled under the bed. The Inc'ians rode up to the house.
They found the food I had placed on t he table, which they took and
then went on. I had been told to ~lways feed the Indians Md they
would not hurt me.

Whent he women saw the Ind ians goin£: t hey Were frightened and
came mrriedly to find me crouched un';er the bed, not harmed b1t
afrAid to move. Whenmother chsped me in her arms I felt safe. I
was only seven years old.

Soon afterwards our homewas taken down and moved to the west
side of the valley, a distance of six miles. This was named
l.'!est Portage.

Brother William Sine.4dr moved when fat,her did, and the two
families were the only ones there for a year. Wehad a very hard
winter. The SDem 'rlaS between four and five feet depp. The school
was too far away for us to attend.

Mother would walk to Sister Hansfield's to sew for her. The
c'istance was five miles I remember one very hot summermorning
mother was all ready to start when he dau[:hter-in-law IetitiB,
persuaded her to ride p mule, one that was very gentle. Nother
was not accustomed to riciing but finally got on behind J."Hf
Letitia. Whenthey had ridden two miles, she was so tired she
saie she ,,'ould rpther ~Talk, but she was again persuaded to ride.
In getting in the sadd le she put her knee over t he horn. and
I.ras overbalanced and fell to the ground .Thieh frip:htened the mule
and she was drc,/",gedI"it~ her foot caught in the stirrup" great
(istance. She had severC\l ribs broken and suffered intensely being
ill ne2rly a 11 summer.

The first tw,' or three years they rBiDed foocJ crops. Then we had
a pJ.pgue in the form of e;rasshoppers and c rickets. They destroyed
the garden 8nd p;rain. This .laS a sad,.time for all. Thf" towns
people all tried to save t heir crOpS. They dro.!l1ed, burned and
buried t he grasshoppers by dri vinr: t hem into trenches .'here they
burned them and into dicthes and the Malad River where they were
drovrned, and in t hi r: way saved some of t he grain anc garden
stuff.

I.lother had a nice garden, the peas were nearly filled ready
for ul3e, and so anxious was mother to save t hem thAt we stayed as
long as we could see, keepinr the hopp,-rs off with sWitches. But
in the morning all that was left was the stems. Mother was called
out to a Sister ~lho was expectinG the stork, and for a tim- she
forp:ot t he hoppers.

That was avery hard year, b1t during all their trials they
hBd their socials ~md /';Oodtimes too and would gather in each
others hu*es for meetings of worship and also for dancing and
singing, so they enjoyed themsel:fes in the midst of their trio'ls.

The following Spring father lost his only cow. She was pOison
ed by eating larkspur, a poisonous weed :iith a bJue flower. They
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took the hide from t he cow, and then took the tallow along
with lye made from hard wood ashes put through a leach, and
made soap. The .leach was made by putting the ashes in Po sack
and pouring water over the ashes and letting it drip into a
barrel. It was rood for softening water and t his soap was good
for washing clothes and cleaning. Weused to take the ;.roo1
from t he sheep and spread it on the bushes to dry. Some days we
were frightened with the Inr'iF:ns but never harmed.

The same Spring my brot her and I ,.,ent to a clay bank and
got a sack of clay so mother could fi 11 t he cracks in t he wall.
Then she would whitewash the wall with a piece of sheepskin
as we use the brush today. It was Oh so white and so sweet and
clean. Everything was used in those days, nothing was wasted,
not even a need le fu11 of thread. During the month of September
mother would go to Wilhrd to peel peaches on shares to get a
little fruit for her family. ::he wonlC spread and dry them also.

Brother George Mason o~medthe vat in w~1ichhe made the
'nolasses out of sugar cane, and •.,hen the molasses was done,
he would make preserves from peaches, washed and some peeled.
Oh how delicious they were. Hother would peel while I would
pick rnd wash them. Brothers ;;Jard, ~bbard and Beacher were
very liberal in giving us their fruits and vegetables for our
'l'fork.

In the year 1876 mobher was sustained as First Counselor
to lucinda Hoskins in the Portage Relief Society. She served
faithfully in this positIon until 1892. She was later su,stained
as First Counselor to Jane A Harris in the same orgnizat,ion.
She "Iso served in this capacity for m2ny years. 'ler CR llinp:
Has to care for t he poor and sick, bein¥ a mrse, She did all
this, to her creddt, unt,iringly Mother s labor were of love,
for she was attached to the dear womenwith whomshe wnrked."

:.:nd of t he MRS •
• ••
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caP!'AIN SALLY TaltPKIN S

Confederate army.

Thoup:hwe have previously typed an item on this remark"ble
lady, we now find t his clipping from t he Murfreesboro Tennessee
Reporter taken from an un-named Virginia paper with unlisted date;
it says:

[-liss Sally !:'OUisaTompkins, of Mathews County Virginia, a
daughter of the late Colonel Christo')her Tompkins and Maria Booth
Patterson his wife, an'-- sister to Colonel Christopher Cl.uarles
Tompkins deceased, a graduate of \'lest Point, who commanaedthe
first United States trogps sent to California, and whose Lieuten-
ants at that time were Sherman, Halleck and !tosecrans, illl of whom
afterwards became generals of the Union Army, enjoys the coverted
distinction of being the only womanwho was an officer in the Cm-
feder:\te stp.tes 8nnv.

Lur:tnF' the fnllr fiery years of :couthern trial. this saintly ,md
heroic young patriot, dis layec1.throughout and undaunted heroism,
s devoted zeal, l',nd steadfast loyalty in I behc,If of the "storm
cradle nation th"t sleeps," as the "Iorld s civilizat,ion can boast.
And it "Jas in just recognitj.on of such inestimable service rendered
the sick and \,rounded of the South, for 1-Thosebenefit she exhausted
her once magnificent pe.trimony, th,t in the YNlr 1863 she Has
regulm'ly commissioned a Certain of Cavalry in the Confederate pr!'!y.
Then as nOw"None knew her but to love her, none named her but to
'Dr;-\ ise. "
. Verily there !'lay be many who rise up and call her blf'ssed, "A
noble \10man fitly pl?nned, to "Tard, to comfort, Emd command."

ImmodiC',teiy aftor t he first battle of JIlauassas, the Confederate
government c"lled upon the cit izens of LiclIDlond, to care for the
sick and \'lounded returning from the memorc'.blc enniPoment. And on
the 31st c'av of July 1$61, just ten days succeedinv that b2ttle,
l.liss Tompkins, at her O"ffi expense, opened for their reception at
the corner of !Vlainend Third streets, tbe "Flobertson hosnital"
"I1hich continued uninterruptedly unt:U <.July13 1$65, the only
private hospite1 t~t survived the conflict. here, durinp thnt
time 1390 of the foot-sore S()TIS of Dixie ""and, \vere tenderly
nursed and cared for.

It was larr-ely throu/!:h the influence of Mrs Smith lee, the
mot,her of General Pitzhueh Lee, th~,t her kinsman Dr A Y P Garbett,
of Washinrton was assi~ed as ~rgeon in charge. De was succeeded by
his then assist:'nt, Dr eorpe 4ltimer, who continued at his post
until the finF,l evacuation of the capital city, Ipril 3 1865.
(Note by RT- see article on the burninv of HehmoD' \'lith the 10cs
of the vital records, wiI:' deeds et c in our item t:tt'. e The Lost
[{ecords of Virrinia. And Sally ""ouise Tompkins was there at the timr

At one time F.n order was issued for t he closing of :111 private
hospite.ls, and thE) removal of all soldiers therefrom t,o the public
hospitals; the intent of the Confederate govermment beinl' to reduce
the numer of hospitF ls and correspondinp:ly increase t heir efficiency.
Incieed it was feared that some hospitals were harborinp men more
battle-scared than batt le-scarred. Before t he order cot!1d be esecuted
however, and while the ambulances ;.Jere waiting at the door,"Captain

(contd)
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Sally" strenuously insisted that the register of the hospital
should first be exhibited before President Davis, wherein \.,as
accurC'tely shown the number of patients received, the death rente
(miraculously low) and the phenominally larPc'e percentage of
those returned to duty. On this latter fact, together with the
knowled,p'e that mc:nyof the most desperately ill patients, from
time to time, have been transferred thereto from other hospitals,
bot h private and public induced t he wise and good President to
revolce the order iqsofar as it c'pplied to the "Robertson Hospital"
Thus throur;h woman s m<ltchless stratef:'Y "Jas e1Jsily accomplished t
th"t l',hich probc'.bly nover l'lOuld hDve been achieved.

Fort hE'dI' long-continued, self-sa,crific:ing assistance :in her
hospit!'.l work "Captain Sally" 1'Jas especi~lly inc\ebted to !"!esd<lmes
:\lizabethSemmes, James Alfred Jones Mary Randolph Page, Ellen
Tompkins Bowen, William Grpnt, Jo~~ Peyton MC~lire, and Misses
Randolpf1,Tabb, Elizabeth n<1,venport, Rebecca Churchill Jones and
AUP1lsta labb; to I-II', John Spottswoo Velford, for the locm of her
eff;j,cient servsnt tr S8l1y"; who actod as hospital cook, and also
to J:Jenje>minFiclden, Ss'{uire and C8ptain Snovrden, who performed tl'e
important function of runninr' the blockc:de, thus furnishing in-
numerClble supplie" 0" value, inclucl:i.nr: chosts of tea, sacks of
coffee, and somc money.

Also attached to the hospit al vrere four slaves belonging to
"CaptClin Sally, Betsy Curti" and Betsy Ashberry, known by the solriillT
boys to whomthey tenderly administered, as "'sad betsy" 2nd
"Clae:; ~etsy" respectively; Ane: Peter Smith e>nr,Churchill Smith, tl,e
former' Peter &lith finCllly rem off, cmd upon hi: return <"ftcI' the
cloe of hostilities W\S profure in his apologies assured that
tJc sole reason "lhy he ran al'ray was that hc knew the slaves would
be set free and he didn't ",ant her to lose him.

P.mong the soldiers, desper8tely wounded but who eventuplly
recovered, l'JaS one from North CC'rolina, ",h) with his eiFhc brothers
harl enlisted at t,he bepjnn:inr of the conflict, seven of whomhRd
alreadv nobly y~elded up their 1:odies to th(ir c'JUntry- their
soulS to their ad. A purse was made up and the aged mother sent
for to com8 e>ndsce her sufferinr boy. On arrivinF she proundly
and calmly declared the>t she had nine other sons end she would
gladly also give them up to battle for t he cause.

On one occasion tl'lO Earth C"rolinicms occupied tho same ward,
each ill with typ:,oid fever. In his delirium one struck the nurse
when she attempted to administer his medicine, when t he other
springinG up from his cot declnring "No man shall strike C'womCln
in my presence, and Clpersonal encounter seemed imminent when
fortunp.tely "aptd,n SRlly chctnced to ,~ppear on the scene and
promptly separated the eager but emaciated contestants.

Arnonet hose cared for was 1ieutene>nt John Gyale, of Somerset
County "'aryle>nd l'rho had resigned his commission in the United States
army to aid t he fortunes of the "Stars 1Jnd Bars". "e "Tas terribly
mangled in both legs at !'lech,micsville Turnpike, but ultim~tely
recovered, returning at once to duty and with rene"Ted devotion
fallowed the setting star of the Southern Confederacy until its
fine,l eclipse.

hO less conspicuous for Chivalry as ~rell as daring was Lamar
Holyday, from t he same same state. "e too was frightfully wounded

(conte! )
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in the right tthigh at Gettysburg. Although the surp-eon had
insisted thCit amputation was necessary, the patient recovered
without its beinG resorted to. During the convalescent rstares
, still unable to return to duty in the field, he acted as tre
efficient clerk and pharmacist for the hospital. vJhen sufficient ly
recovered he shouldered ap3..in his trusty musket, and on April
9 1865 was one of the immortal 8000 idth the illustrious lee, at
fated Appomattox "Ehere throup;h the gAthering gloom, there
fJ.c,shed a holy light, as the lord God Onmipotent tenderly laid
on every ragged gray cap, the seal of his imperishable knip"hthoo •

With affection [end gratitude is also remembered that noble
Scotchman John Crumley, who, abed cmd infdlI'ffi, was tran::ferred from
Generc>1Wise t s brigade at Chaffin t s Bluff, and placed in charf'e
of the large garden in the rear of the hospitc;l, thtis in an
humble but honorClble sphere, contributinR no little to eh main-
tenance of this benevolent institution. e expired about four
ciays aftET the evacuption of t:ichmond.

:tihen the Confedere.te troops were '.'rithdrmm from t he peninsular,
Captain .'ewman, of the state of Geore;ia, brought his only boy
Nathaniel, just 11, yea!s of are, who hRd twice c.lre2(y escaped
from his home and made hi,- way to t he army to .ioin his fat,her,
Anc1.p laced him in the keeping of Captain Sally. 1-'", '."as even then
for gom: '.'lith consumption and lived but a short time. He was
baptized by the Rev. John Peterkin, and '.'!ith the hope relivion
planted in his hE'art "urned to ri-- !Joe c,.ndbreathed his soul
away." '"Tith addml pathos, over t he little lifeless form was
sweet ly sune: " Asleep in <.Jesus, fnr from thee,

Thy kindred anc their grE,ves mAYbe,
fut theTe is still a blessed sleep,
From which none ever wake to weep."

Durinr the hciteful dD,rs 011 the reconstruction erC1 '.'!henthe
hell-born blil':ht of' slnve pncJ carpet-bag dominion bung as a
withering pall over the shattered liberties of the sunny South-
land, ivhen Vire;inia, the only true Paradise on e<erth- "Virgini8,
the once brirht St2rt of the ;:;aLtXyof ),mcr:ican corrunonwealths,

was prostrate, bent !'nd bound ",lith ,'hackles ruthlessly pinned to
"The Union" '.'Tith accursed bayonet pm' labe lIed "];ist,rict Number";
when even her holy temples wont to be vocal wit glad and unrestrict
ere piety, was no immunefrom the desecration of milit,~ry violence,
armed Federal soldiers beIng insolently stationed in t hE'!various
Protestant Episconal churches of the late capital of the Con-
federacy, ivit h orders to compe1, with threat s of arrest, those '.'Tho
ministered at her sacred aJtars to offer up the prayer books
prescribed pet1itions for t he "President of the UniteclCtates" ;:>nr
"all ot,hers in authority"; it was then within the hallowed pre-
cincts of St James church, that the venerated Rev Joshua Peterkin,
happily met and eventuFlly conc\;uered the perplexing situation when
he pr,:yed fervent ly saying: "Since we are commandedby the Holy
Scriptures to pray for our enemies, therefore, we prAY for the
President of 11;1':eUnited Stc.tes and all others in authority."

It has been well said that if we seek a lofty ideal and 8 noble
mOdel on which to shape a well-rounded womanhood, crlrnbining the
pure p~triotism, the rugged virtues, the winning modesty and the
tender graces of a Sp"rtnn mother, Romandame , and Carthaginian
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maid, we have only to take a retrospective glance down the
corridors of memory, less than four decades to find it in that
heroic sisterhood of martyrs and patriots, the women of our
Southern Confederacy, and the heroes of the oc1dentime have
outlived the work of the chisel, and the story of Thennopylae
shall remain verdant in the hearts of freemen on this and every
shore "till tide shall cease, and time shall be J[JD: nO more,"
and shine out with increasing lustre as the ages roll their
course.

" We should love to teach nul' children of our heroes who
are dead; of the battle scars ti1ey carried, marching to a
soldier's tread, of their loyal hearts so tender, all aglow in
Truth's "rray; anci the many recollections of the boys who wore
the gray. And so long; as Time spceds onward, and there is a
heaven of love, God shall watch our si.lent sentinels, sleeping,
.from t he "lOrld above. Anr1 he'll l'Uard the sacreo memory Df 1t he
old Confederate grty, throuvh Time's p,.ges when the lc'st one s
passen a.,ay."

(End of the newspaper cliiping~.

As this MSS sC)eaks of SCllill'Cefour decal; es since, it was
clpparently written Clbout 1896 and it is signed by "G E Tabb 4ne.
As the Tabb and Tompkins families were rel"ted perb ..ps the
writer of the articlE.' can sOf'letime be identified. He must h VIC
been in mie;,11e c [''l~.t t hICt iUle.
,,)ome years ap:O we went to PoplClr Grdlve in Mathews County
Virginia and found the old Tompkins place there 8:1i took some
pL i ure of it 'n(1 t he old water vlheel mill at t he shore in
ithe outlet of ,.mall w<1terway. '.:e le2rned later the incoming
tide \qas b,"nked off at the ebb and a.t 10H tide the Hater outrush
coulc! turn the mill "Theel. "Tespoke elsev!here of the olr' 'l'olU'Jldns
'.~lrying p:r01mdon the place, noVi sadly ner:lccted. .

The p:r.'ve of "Captai..," S811y Tompkins is in the church yard of
Christ "hurch of Kingston t'arish at mile 17.9 about 1 1/2 mile
from tOvm of Mathews at junction of stnte hiph"ray 11., at the
junction. Thfl fopL,r Grove estate was formerly owne(1by John
Pettersoni grC'ndf.cther of Sally .Louisa 'lompkins. She was born
t here in 8hl,.•

'!Ie have;) note re our visit there os follows:
About three miles from NE,thcv.s County Court "ouse~ in <July

1936 I fin' the old Tompkins bur¥ing p;round at the l.eft of the
road from t, he hip:hway to the t'op1clr Grdlvr p:rounds.
A huge pine tree of about 2 feet dic'meter had fa lIen recent ly
and broken into three pieces the m8rble headstone inscribed
MaTi" Dooth Tompkins Sap 7 1794 died Narch 29 1854.

Another headstone is .tnscribed "Benjcunin (;oodloe T01'1:>kins
born :;ept 4 1818 died Au!, 8 .1847.
Another is bscri bed "M8ria ;';ason Tompkins'i born June 28 1831

lei eO. Ju ly 15 1864"
A brick-walled tomb il1 the earth SOMefour feet deep and the
brick-wa lled ridge cont.i.nued abo:ite the e art h about three feet,
this tomb was empty. Thfl slab was removed cmd was lyinp araj.nst
the brick wall. The ston,: slab viaS inscribed Colonel Christonher
Tompkin.s bom 24 J:-muary 1715 (ind.i.stinct) died Aug 18-8,"
This badly vrei'therworn thi,o best v.e could no at reading it.

(contd)
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Another tomb of the same type, with the slab lying diagonally
across tho top was inscribed" Christopher D Tompkins died
J.1arch 2e 1$46 aeed 44. II badly .'lElatherworn and inscriptions
almost obliterated.

Another grave in the lot mDrked "1 A Barnum born 1$10
ied Februciry $ 18$4." ',Ie do not know who t his was

"nother Tompkins p-irl who was of this family was Ann Temple
"'ompkins, (se£, Clan of Tomkyns,see Tomkins-Tompkins G".nealogy)
,'Tho married ennett Browne. The Gertrude Sandlin Tompkins
MSS says:

Bennett Brown"s mother 1'.'as un orphan. There were tWI) little
[irls left orph~n 1..'1 Enr:lnnd, ."ho had a relative who would
inherit 2 lorfe estate, in case the two little ,<"irls Were out
of the ",ay, so he had them stolen and brought to~erica.

One was left to rln inn-ke~per in f1arylcmd, the other to
someone else. Bennett Brovme s father, being 2t the inn One
day, saVlthe child nncl WDS pleC\sed .'lith her. ne csked the inn-
keeper vho :::he 1'TaS. He S8.1<', she ,{as brou;:,;ht frOl1 Engl,Jnd and
left there when she vas six years 01<':, ",ith " younper sister.

Ile Cel llec' t he chi k, to him ;'Jnd a skeel her if she h,L' brourht
anything with her by which she woukl be Im01m.

She said t hey were sto len vThenthey were g2t herinf shells
on the seashore in a silver b<lsket. He told her 11;0bring it
to him. She did. -

It had 2 cOat-of=arms on it, and he bou!,'ht the child from
t he inn-keeper, educat ed herm and afteM'Tards mG.rried her. By
the coat-of-arms they were trnced back to r.>ngLmd, to the
'<;arls of iJundoncll.d in Scotle-nd.

They liverl at Poplar G.,te in Virp;inb.

SomQ'lhere VTEl found a, copy of the corruniss.Lonoffered to
Sally Tompkb.s. ApP2J'ently it ,,'as on OJ printed form. It says:

Confedero.te ,3tatcs 0:;" i-mcrica, "or Lcpartment, Eichrnoncl
Virginia Sep 9 1861. :'ir: you -"re hereby informed th,t the
PrcsiGcnt has appointed you 6:;ptcdn of t he- Army of t,he Confedcr:ot;.
States You are re~mested to sip-nlfy your acceptance or nOn-
acceptnnce of SAid appointment, ane' shnuld ynu accept you will
sign before a map:istr:ote t.he o?th of office horevrith, and forvmrd
th8 same with your letter of acceptemce to this ':epc'rtment.
(signed) L P v!alker, 8ecrotary of War.

To Capte.in SAlly Tompkins, l.ichmond Virginia.

Her letter in r'eIlly as be lov,:
I accept t he above commission as Captain of the C S A, when
it vTaS issued. But I would not 2 1low my n.9meto be placed upon
t he pay ro 11 of t he army.

(sip:ned) Sally 1 To,;]pkins.

fmd so, we close our notes re this remorkebJe L1dy.
liiay she rest in peacel

•••
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JalIIeSMonroeTompk:l.as
of Virginia.

AMemoirwritten by himself' and copy of which sent by Mr Ibgh
!enier Tompkins of Miami Florida.
Copyas follows:

James MTompkins, son of William Tompkins and Sarah (Shores)
TOOlpkinswas bron in the County of F1uvanna, Virginia on Adrens
Creek on the 13th day of October 1$07. He remained with his
father, who lived in F1uvanna County Virginia except the years
of 1818 and 1819i in which years he resided in Albemarle Count-y
Virginia, two mi es north of Charlottesville, until the year
1$21.

His recollection cannot go back when he did not have a firm
belief in the truth of the Christian re~gion. In October 1826
he made a public confession of religion and was baptized by the
Rev. Moses Brack, and became a memberof the Methodist Episcopal
church in the County of F1uvanna.On the 25th of October 1$27
he was married by the Rev. John Goss to Kitty Rucker, daughter
of Elza and Mary P Rucker of Orange County Virginia.

In ;,December1$27 he left the County of Fluvanna and settled in
Orange County Virginia near Cavesville and joined the Orange
church in that neighborhood. He resided in Orange County until
December 1830, and which time he moved and sett led in Albamarle
County Virginia, six miles south of 6harlottesville, and became
a memberof the church at Temple Hill church. iIx

He remained in Albemarle County Virginia until September 18)1
at which time he left the State of Virginia and movedto the State
of Tennessee and sett led on Overalls Creek in t he County of Ruther-
ford and became a memberof the church at Asberry Clmrch.
In March 1836 he Was elected a Justice of t he Peace for t he 6th

District of Rutherford County. In July 1837 he was elected County
SUrveyor for Rutherford County. In June 1842 he pet itioned and was
accepted and became a memberof Mosiah lodge number 18 of Ancient
Free and Accepted York Masons. He received all the degrees in the
B1ue Lodge, chapter and council. Hewas elected several times as
Master of said l.odge which he esteemed the highest honor ever
conferred on him.

In March 1846 he was elected by the people of said county, as
Sheriff of Rutherford County. In March 1848 and in March 1850
he was re-e1ected to the same office. In March 1852 he retired from
said office, having served as long as the constitution of the state
would allow, and having discharged the duties of said office with
satisfaction as far as he knows and believes to all except evil
doers.

In August 1855 he was € lected by t he people of Rutherford
County as a memberof t he ~gislature of Tennessee for t he session
of 1855-1856. This was an office he did not seek or desire, never
having any desire to engage in political life. In December 1859
he sold out his farm in the country known as Cherry Flat and moved
to Murfreesburf(?) and became a memberof t he Methodist Episcopa 1
church, and was appointed one of the stewards of the church.

He having raisee and educated his children, being seven in
numberi one daughter and six sons1. to wit: Sarah l\!argaret, Benjamin
C, Wil iam R, Robert T, James E, lfeorge T and Albert G Tompkins,
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aJld becom1Dgold aDd suffering ill health aad being desirous
of leading a quiet and peaceful life the balance of his days
and not any more engage in the busy scenes of life, and at
peace with all men. But Alas, wicked and designing men, North
and South, not having the fear of Godbefore their eyes, and
being instigated by evil and selfish designs, detenuined to
break up and ruin a happy and beloved country and government,
if they could not govern it to suit their own views, they
brought on and instigated an uncalled for rebellion and Civil
War.

He was opposed to all this proceedure and dOllJeall in his
power to prevent it, believing that it is our duty to seek
redress for all our wrongs by law in the Congress of the United
stCltes, and not to go out of the Union and resort to anus for
redress, untill all other means should fail, he believing and
so argued, that if we separated from the Union and went to war
that nothing awaited us but defeat, distress and woe.

The State of Tennessee voted to go out of the Union in May
1$61 by a large majority of votes. He being a Southern man, born
and raised in the South, all his sympathies being with the South-
ern ppople anr' all he had amongthem and though it Was l1kf'
rending soul and body as sunder to see the beloved Union of the
United states, that had been etsabl1shed Clnd cemented by the
bloo6 of ancestors, torn assunder, and a civil war instituted,
he quiet ly sutmitted to his state and county nd only in doing
all the good he could to relieve the wants and distresses
of the people amongwhomhe lived, daily asking Godto guide,
preserve and protect us. His cause and give discipline to some,
and cause good feeling to be engendered in a few towards him,
but hus cause of conduct and acts was directed by his judgJllent,
and what he conscientiously believed to be right, and therefore
he acted regardless of consequences.

He believed that t he South had been imposed upon and our
rights invaded and denied us, but he never believed in the
doctrine of secession or the right of' the states to secede from
the Union at will.

In the year 1$61 he Waselected one of the aldermen of the
town of Murfreesboro. In 1$62 he was elected by the aldermen
Mayor of Murfreesboro and acted as Mayoruntill all civil and
municipal law ceased by the action of the war.

In October 1$64 he took an active part in restoring civil law
in 'lUr county and in re-establishing and opening of the courts
at which time he was appointed by the Chancellor, John P "'teele,
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Rutherford County Tenn-
essee, and he appointed his son Robert T TompkinsDeputy Clerk
and master of said court which offices they still fill at this
date of 1$68.

In 1$62 owing to some ill-feelings engendered in minds of
somemembers of his church (which he had been a memberof for
upwards of 40 years, which church he loved and revered as a
mother) he wit,hdrewfrom said church, and obtained a letter of
wit hdrawa1 which he kept, hoping working and praying that the
cause of his withdrawal might be satisfactorily adjusted, rot
seeoingno advance made in that way by the offending parties, and
after giving the subject a long, careful and prayerful consider-
ation, and feelingt it to be t he duty of every professing

•
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Christiaa to belong to and be a member of a Christian church,
in August 1868 he presented his letter to the Presbyterian
church of Murfreesboro aad became a memberof that church
having full faith in its being a genuine Christian church
in orthodoxy and believug he could serve God acceptably in the
samo.

r have written this condensed memoir as a present to my
children, a memne~o to mymemory, hoping and praying that t,hey
may all make good and useful citizens, and do more good than r
have donei that they may fill their stations in life with
honor, and never disgrace the humble character and name of
their father. Hoping we may all meet in Heaven.

, (signed) James MTompkins
December 16 1868.

--

Note by RT This Was printed and the descendants have
kept their records and are still interested in the family
history and genoalogy. \'Ie have had the pleasure of knowing
anum be r. of t hemby Corre spondence•

• ••
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Micah Tomkins
of Newark NJ.

In our clan of Tomkyns we have a short biographical item on
Micah, who we belieWe was nephew of Ralph TOIIIkins of the first
Tomk1ns immigrant family to New England in 1636. fut on further
investigation of our mass of notes and memoranda, we find otrer
items that may be of interest.

Inasmuch as he was one of the founders of what is now the city
of Newark NewJersey, this history of that event is closely related
to .Micah and his descendants.

In 1665, in January, Philip, brother of Sir George Carteret, was
commissioned as Governor of NewJersey. In August of the same year
he sailed with an expedition for America. The company of pioneers
ente red t he Sound west of St aten island. Upon landing t hey found
in their search for a suitable site, a small settlement of four
families.

Approving of the site, Philip Carteret, first Governor of New
Jersey, colonized the company, and named the Plc,ze Elizabeth, in
honor of lady Cl'teret, wife of his brother George. (Note by RT
Elizabeth and Newark immediately adjoin each other. You would '
not know ,...hich was which unless you knew the name of the street
marking the line between them).

Soon after establishing his authority, the Governor sent agents
into NewEngland Offering land grants and inviting settlers to
come to t he new co1oney. Enthused with the probability of being
free of religious and political contention, a committee of five
New Englanders, headed by Robert Treat, was appointed to ascertain
conditions and determine the advisability to emigrate.

The concessions being agreeable, Micah Tomkins and his family,
one of the thirty Connecticut families from the towns of Guilford,
Milford and New Haven, embarked for New Jersey, arriving early in
May 1666, at the site of their land grant on the Passaic Liver,
which is now the site of Newark, New Jersey.

Upon landing, the citizens from each tm-m founded their own
settlement, h.1t the sense of danger from attacks by the Indians,
known as the Hackensacks, soon inducea them to unite. So it is
recorded that on May 21, Micah Tomkins was appointed one of the
eleven to form t he four settlements into a tm-mship.

At first the name of the town was Milford. ~t in 1667, upon
arrival of thw tOHn's first minister, the Rev. Abraham Pierson
of Guilford Connecticut who originally c;:,mefrom Ne"rark in England,
the name of Newark was adopted in his honor.

Uniting together gave the settlers secured to a degree in case
of trouble with the Indians, but freedom frc)m all danger from
attack was not obtained until July 11 1667, when the title for the
land wa s obtained from them.

Tradition is that the miniature painting of an English queen
played an important place in the purchase. It is said this minia-
ture was given by a daughter of l>!icah Tomkins to the squaw of the
Territorial Indian chief, and it pleased Perro, the Indian, so
much that he promptly transferred the land.

In early history the name of Micah Tomkins is mentioned as
being deacon of the first clmrch. And the early maps showing
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location and naming owners of the home lots (6 acres) of the
first sett lers bears his name. Also as lot owners, the names of
his sons Jonathan and Seth Tomkins.

The note book from which the above was taken, was made
available to us by Mr Robert Selee Tompkins. The book is
inscribed" These records are taken from Volume I, Manuscript
book records of the Tompkins family of New Jersey written by
t he late George Washingt on Tomkins of Newark New ~ersey." These
transcripts were arranged by Miss Jane Durand, Einma Louise
Tomkins and Abigail Brown Tomkins, dated South Orange N J
Jan 17 1921 (signed) Oscar Roy Tompkins.
(The 1950 address of Miss Durand was 1305 Comstock St, Asbury

Park NJ.)
In the above MSS, Micah is shown as son of Ralph Tomkins, cmd

in our first book he is shown so, l:ut later we doubted thLc and
believe Micah "as nephew of Ralph as shown in our Clan of
'lomkyns. These notes wer no doubt made from one of the two
other MSSmade by George Washin[,ton Tomkins which Miss Abigail
Brown Tomkins mentioned in a letter to us about 1938. These
details were not in the nearly hOOpages of the GWTJournal
photostats of which vl9re sent us by the late Illr Ambrose Tomkins
of r.10rristovm. TheS9two volumes of MSSno doubt have other datg
that would be valuable to have. We wrote Miss Abigail we
would come to Horristo":m if she would let us see these MSS.

Vie did not hear from her after thr't, and as she vias rather
elderly at the time, we did not make any further reQuests. Eut
future researchers might find these MSS. She said they contained
some notes on the relatives of Micah vrho "lent to C:moda•

• • •
In the purchase of the land from the Indians for which the

settlers paid, some records say one half English penny per acre.
fut nm.. it appears the payment was in "kind" an: not in coin,
and the "kind" amounted to the value of one half penny per acre.

The following Indians signed p'obably all by "totem" of sign,
Wapamuck, Ht.rish, Captamin, Sessom, Mamustome, Peter Wamesane,
Wekaprikokan, Cackmackque and Perawae.

'i'hose signingfor the settlers were Micah Tomkins Samuel
Kitchell, John Bruen, Robert Denison. fut Obadiah Bruen was the
first to sign. The area was described as "Bounded and limited
with the bay eastward, and the great river Pesayak northward,
t he great cree k or river in t he meadow running to t he head of
the cove and from thence bearing a vTest line for the south
bounds which said creek is commonly called Weequahick; on the
west line backvrards in the country to the .t;'oot of the great
mountain called Watchung. This was the !.ehni Ienape name for
Orange Mountain, meaning "The place of the Mountain" about seven
miles away.

Following is list of the "kind" given the Indians in payment
for this land:4 bbls beere; 2 ankors of liquor; 50 double han"s
of powder; 100 barrs of lead" 10 swords' 20 axes; 20 coates;
10 guns; 20 pistols; 10 ketties; 4 blankets; 10 pair breeches;
50 knives; 20 garden hoes; 850 fat'coms of wampum; 3 troopers coat~

•••
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arid the Bruens, and others of the early days over here
we find upon further investigation that their ancestrai

lines coincide with ours if you go back far enough. It looks
like a:!most everybody is a cousin of everybody else in some
remote degree. One may be surprised at the ancestry of thes"
pioneers who seemed to be se remote from aristocracy. Books
have been writted about the BrueBs and the Kitchells.

~or ins~ance let us look at the Bruen record, tracing
back from one Margaret E Kit che 1 born 1854, going back we
find
Jacob Crist Kitchel b. 1830
Dane Kitchel
Samuel L'itchel
Daniel Kitchel
John Kitchel
Abraham Kitchel b. 1679 m. Sarph Bruen
John Bruen b. 1646
Obadi~h Bruen b. 1606
John Druen b. 1560
John Bruen
John Bruen m. lady Dorothy Holford
Sir Thomas Hr)lford m. lar y Jane Booth
Sir George Holford m. Isabrl Leigh
Sir Thomaf$Holford m. Maud Bulkeley
William Bulkeley
Sir ~jilliam Buklelay, Justice of Chester m. Margaret Molineaux
Sir Richard Molyneaux m. lady Elizabeth Stanley
Thomas] lQrd of Stanley 1458 m. Joan GOUshi11

i
K.G.

Sir Rooert Goushi11, m. Ia.c!y Elizabeth Fitz-A len
nichard Fitz-Allen, Earl of Arundel and Surrey who was
beheaded in 1396, m. Elizabeth Bollin

'Ii'illiam BOllin, Earl of Northampton b. 1360
Humphrey Bollin m. Princell Elizabeth Plantagenet (see our

remarks re her in Clan of Tomkyns)reproduced hereafter
Edward I 1272-1307(father of Elizabeth Plantagenet)m. Eli~or

daughter of Ferdinand III King of Castile, this Edward
was father of Edward II

Henry III father of Edward I and so~: of King John
John m. Isabel, daughter of Tailefer, Count of Angouleme
Henry IV, King from 1154 to 1189 m. Eleanor, parents of

Richard coeur d' .Leon
Maude m. GeOffrey Plantagenet bedame mother of Henry II
King Henry I 1100-1135 m. jVjauddau Malco:!m III of Scotlcmd
Mati lda, dau of Baldwin V m. William the Conaueror and they

were parents of William Rufus, King of England and of
Henry xx I.

Balclwin V m. Adele daughter Robert II of Francem parents Ii
Matilda. Robert II of Frnnce was son of Hugh Capet, King
of France

Baldwin IV m. Eleanor, dauoghter of Hichard, Duke of Normandy
Arnold II m. Rosala daughter of Beringarius, King of Italy
Baldwin III m. J>1atilda of Provence, son of Arnold I

- .. ~.....~._----~~ --
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Arnold I m. Alice daughter of Count of Vermandois
Baldwin II m. Eltrude daughter of Alfred the Great 849-901
Princess Judith m. Baldwin I, Count of Flanders parents of Baldwin I
Charles the Bald m. Ermentrude daurhter of Count of Orleans,
_ parents of Princess Judith
~is I, deLonnaire, son of Charlemagne m. Judith daughter of

Count of Guelph-Ottorf ~ ancestor of Roual House Guelpf, (no~l
called Windsor) of En g.Land

Charlemagne b. 743 d. 815 m. Hildegarde of Suabia, son of Pepin
The Short of France

Pepin the Short, of FrClnce aaarried .Dertha daughter of Count of
leon

Charles Martel m. Rotrude (Charles the Hemmer)
Pepin le Heristal
Dodo m. Anchuses daughter of Bishop of Metz
Pepin t he Old 560-639 "Pepin of leuden"

Note says "This genealogy may be traced through furke~s
Peerage, furke's General Armoury, American of Royal Descent
by Browning, and may be re lied upon as correct." The
above is in "Some Family Records" by ?ev. Edward Payson
\rJha1len, DD=PhD. LID.

He was probably father of or closely related to , or probably
hushhdd of Margaret E Kitchel (Whallen) first name in this
rubric. RT.
It is remarkable how many of these colilicide with member in our
Clan of Tomkyns.

•••
The Elizabeth Plantagenet we mention above, we find it is not
in our bound vo1umes of Clan of Tomkyn~, so here it is:
Tl'is data from Turton's Plant !Jgenet s: Not is eJlsct sequence:

ilizabeth Plantagenet ill. 1465 d. 15?3t a~ong her ancestors were:
Ulo. • .o i""'fTf"'tiw~iilIIIIiTil ..""';:ri~
Ethelred II King of British Isles
Llewellyn, Prince of Hales and Powis
Sithric II, King of Isle,6 of Man
Brian Borum}.King of Munster, Ireland

MaeJmordha, King of Ieinster
Robert II , King of France
Richard II, Duke of Normandy
Guillaumne (William) V, Duke of Guyennr, Aquitaine
Henry I, Duke of furgundy, whowas brother of Hugh Capet
Guillaime III, Count of Toulouse
Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders
Geoffrey I, lluke of Brittany
Bernard Guillaime, Duke of Gascony, who was brother of

Sancho V
Ratbold, Count of Provence
Otto Guillaime, Count of Burgundn
Thierry I, Duke of L:>rraine
Otho, Count of Brabant brother of Gerberge
Regnier IVJ. Count of Hainau It
Albert I, l,;ount of Nanro.r
Dietrich III, Count of Holland
Alfonso V Ling of l€on
Sancho III, ~g of Navarre



~ t '. ,. ' .' ... , ..... , ."" ..... '. ~'" :.....-....;~... . .... ...,.--.;... • ~ _ ~ .........~.

359
Sancho, King of Castile
Raymond I, Count of Barce lona
Ugo, Marquess of Tuscanym brother of Valdreal
Pietro Orseolo, Doge of Venice
Barisone II , Judge of Cagliari, Sardinia
Otho III, King of Germany, Austria and Italy,
Henry IV, Duke of Bavaria, nrother of Bruno
Otho, DuKe of Franconia
Hermann I, Duke of Suabia
Bernard I Duke of Saxony
Henry I, Margrave of Austria, brother of Albert
Bo1eslas, King o{ Bohemia, brother of Grimalda
SWayn II, King of Denmark, brother of Thyra
Olav III, King of Sweden
Eric II, King of Norway, brot her of Audur
Vlad:l.mer, Grand Duke of Kief
Bo1eslas I, King of Poland
Basil III, Emperor of t he East, brot her of Theophana
Samuel, !\.ing of Bulgaria

Amongancestors of said Elizab-th Plantagenet, \1e find
mention in Planche's "The COn\"Ueror and his Companions,"
which lists 79 Norm,ns, an 62 of t hem are among t he ancestors
of Eliza bet h Plant agenet , viz:
Urso de Abetot
Engenulf de l' Aig1e
William d'Albini
Fulk d 'AuJnay brother of Gunnora
Hugh d'Avranches, Earl of Chester
Odo d'Bayeaux brother of Robert de Montaigna
Hugh de Beauchamp
Robert de Beaumont, Earl of leicester
Roger 1e Bigod
Eustace II, Count of Boulogne
Alan de Penthievre, Guke of Brittany brother of Etienne
Droe;o de !Brovere
Bald\'lin de Brion, (or de Meules)
EIldo al Chapel
Richard de Clare (or de lBienfaite)
Richard de Courci
Hamode Crevacouer
William Crispin, brother of Elise
EIldo Dapifer
Robert, Count of Ell, brother of Guilliame fusac
Richard, Count d'Evereaux
Guilliame d 'Evereaux brother of Agnes
Henry de Ferrers
viilliam Fitz-Osborne, Earl of Hereford
Toustain Fitz-Rou brother of Goisfred de Boc (this ",as the man

we callrd Tonstain the White, standard bearer for Ililliam
at beginning of Batt Ie of Hast ings)

Raoul de Feregerew
Raoul de Gael, Earl of Norfolk
Walter Gitfard
Hugh de Gournay
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Hugh de Ghent, Mesnil
Errand de Harcourt, brot her of Robert
\'JaJter de lacy
Ilbert de lacy, brother of Robert
Guy de laval
William Ma let
Geoffrey de Nandeville
William de Ivlohun
Hugh de Montfort
Gilbert de Montfort
Roger de r-10ntgomeri, Earl of Shrewsbury
Robert de Montgomeri, Earl of Cornwall
mgh (or Ralph) Mortimer
Geoffrey de Mowbray
Rich8rd de Neville
obert de Oiley, brother of Nigel

Willian Painel, brother of Ralph
Geoffrey de Perche, Count de Montague
William reverel
William de Rowmare, brother of Edward
eel de St Savieur

Bernard de St Valerie
Picot de Say, Chamberlain of Tankerville, brother of Aumary

d 'Abetot
Simery V de Thouars
Raoul de Toeni
VJilliam de VieuxClort. (William de Warren or Fitz-I'Jarine)

(Note RT- continuation has disappeared. It is in Turton's
"PlantClgenets" in los Angeles Public Uibrary.)

•••
We listed this data with r-Hc"h Tomkins section becE'Use his

descendants wh; married "lith Kitchel anc', Bruen, elso heve
these same 2ncestors some~lhere along the line •

• • •
As Ralph Tomkins, immigrant, lived at same time and place,

t hat is Milford Connect icut, wit h 1.1icah ",ho we ow beIieve "Tas a
nephew, and the inventory of Ralph's estate, and other inventories
of este>.tes of our people of that section and approximate time,
gives a very [ood picture of how they lived in that far day.

Also we hav~ seen account s t hat "Thenthe ;f]ayflo",er sailad
and finally landed .'Jt Plymouth, she had intended to go to
Virginia. We have alr~ady surmised that Yohn, son of Ralph,
had come to Virginia before Ralph went to Massachusetts. Probably
Ralph also had intened to go to Virginia but by stress of circum-
stancos had to land in Massachusetts thou[Ch he was NOTon the
Nayflower, nor any Tompkins in that company of immigrants. Wo
know Ralph Came on the Truelove. If the Mayflower had intended
to go to Virginia, it is possible the Truelove also intended to
do so.

But, it so happened thcit our fomkins immigrants landed some
in New En[land some in Virginia, bUt the Virginia branch always
insisted that one of the Virginia immigrants went to ~ewYork and
becamo the ancestor of Governor and Vice President Daniel D
Tompkins. This could be no other thEn John, whodid nOt stay in
Virginia tho a land grant was made for his passage. fut he was lost
to Virginia records after that.
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This coincides with the oft repeated legend that three brothers
came over, which legend varies some say from EnF-<J.nd,others say
from Wales, others from Scot1end and others from +reland. We
heWenever found any descendant s of any Tompkins of Scotland
but have found many from England and some of the English
ancestors did live in Wales. EUt we came mostly from England,
Herfordshire ~d EUckinghamshire.

Mrs Anna Leland West, who was an ardent and able researcher
and one of our valued friends and correspondents, said that the
Virginia branch came from two brothers and a cousin. The cousin
was n~ed \\Illller.

This supports our claim as to our being of the same group
,,,hichLincluded Nrthanial Tompkins married Cecelip W2ller, and
was executed in london by Cromwell. There are Wallers nO"T in
that section descended from this "cousin" vJaller.

As we are still in the section in which we discuss Vlicah
Tomkins, the same living condition confronted them both.

An excellent book "Puritan City" by Robert MMcBride depict s
vividly the story of that early day. We can visualize it very
plain ly because only a fm'T months age "1e st opped Over flnd
explored Boston very minutely, then drove do.\'Il to Plymouth, and
spent t he day looking at t he wonders of t he replica of t he first
buildings as of 1620, and saw the famous Rock, which was lying
under a cupalo "lith railing around it, and the ",idc: seam in the
waist of it _where once it had cracked G.Dart 2nd was repellired
with cememl11 They are goinr to rebuild the Hhole settlement as
it was in whole, and we beg you to go and see it.

McBride says 1 and he was 0UOting from an old document;" We
made the lend, oeing full of fa ire trees, the land somewhat
low certaine hummocksor hills lying into the land, the shore
fuli of Hhite sand rot very stony and rocky. " This might apply
to 0: landing either at Plymouth or near Boston, we not cert;oJ1n
exact ly as what area he refers to in this paragraph.

Let us assume McBride was speaking of Boston and vicinity.
He says: This section "las all but deserted by the Indians
in the year 1626, because in 1616, after a. red comet had shown
10"1 in the sky, and a p1ague had come, 99 of every 100 Indi8ns
died, until there were but about 30 left. Neighboring Indirms
killed 28 of these.!. and the other t,,"o fled to parts unkno'-m.
"Interpolation by .h:T.We had an a ccount of a lone Indian, no
doubt whatever he was one of these 2, "hose entire tr1b8rbQt.rlhe
died of a pestilence. This article!) believe was in Headers
llieest and " very pathetic story ... he old Indian helpel' the
Colonists in many ways especially during the famine which
is spoken of as the time they Ylent into the forest and found so
many 1i ld turkeys. Get t his if)OU can. Hope Yle can find it in
our papers if so '''ill insert it in this binder RT).

When the English CAmethese two Indians returned and sold the
land to them. Naumkeag was a t O\,:nof wigwams on the nort h side
of the river. The Indians hunted game in the forests, and cured
fish in several stations along the beach.. Here the colonists
wilt thatched cottages whose Halls were clay, and roofed with
reeds from the marshes. No 60ubt these rude huts looked much like
to the low-walled huts our very early Saxon forebears wilt in
England, tho ",the early huts had openings in the middle of
the reed-thatched roof to let out smoke and the fires was
built in the middle of the floor. Their wall inear1y days
Were in some instances, rocks, fasted together with clay.



These fireplaces on the floor must have been anything but a
:luxury. In modern days, in fact in the first World War, we
had a good fstaff job in the army in San Francisco, but asked
for overseas service. Wewent to CampKearney nea.r San Diego
in California. It was November and getting cold at nights.
We had to stay 15 days in quarantine camp in conical wall

tents with dirt floor, and the fire was wilt on the ground in
middle of t he dirt floor. some of the smoke found it sway
out of the opening in the apex, bu~ more of it "lingered \dth
us." This was 16th Division, mostly recruits and drafted men.
On ly two men in my batta lion were regu lar army men. We had a
rugged t:!me tryine to make soldiers out of them. IUt back to
our New EnflEnd colonists:

The colonists planted corn and tobacco, built stages for
curing and salting fish which "las most abundant. later ships
from _land brought goats and cattle and pigs, and other
passengers. There were grapes, cherries and huge oysters and
clams, and lobsters up to twenty pounds in weight. There was
so much fish that it was fed to the pigs. It was also the
custom to plant a dead fish with eAch stalk of corn, as fertil-
izer. The company sent sawyers from England to maKe lumber.
The people took pattern from t he Indians and made birch bark
canoes. For lights at night they used fish oil, pine knots, or
slivers of pitch pine split thin.
Each ship from,overseas br(mght new comforts such as beans and

peas and some pear trees to be planted; there "Tastobacco and
"skunk cabbage" growing wild, cowslip greens am'. maple s~p even
then, also barley.

We are told that the general clothing of the Indians was a
loin cloth and animal skins over their sh(mlders. The colonists
wore high, cone-shaped, floppy hats; leather boots with loose
baggy tops; jackets of wool with a sleeveless coat, or perhnps
a cloak, a sash Over the rie;ht shoulder from ",'-ich hung a cutlass
or sword.

There were furs of various kinds and the animal skins made
very good leather. There were raccoon, beaver, muskrat, martin,
wild-cat, weasel and some moose; deer, fox, wolf and bear.

As to furniture, each room, even the kitchen often contained
beds for familie s were gener,~lly L3rge and t he dwelling places
smaIi; benches, tables, rude stools, and chests, which were used
also 2S seats. Eating -ishes were of "TOod,and other articles of
pewter. They learned to wear t he IndiAn moccasins, there were
looms and spinning wheels, and ahlays a huge fire-place often
six feet deep and ten feet wide, the whole side of the kitchen.
The kitchen gear consisted of iron or copper pans hung on nails

over t he hearth. The beds ,,{ere made of plain wooden frames
strmg across with cords, and the low trundle beds beneath them
during t he day and pulled out for youngster at night. Their
mattresses were suliffed with straw or down from the cat-tails
that grew in the marshy pL3ces.

There was practically no cash money. Goods from Egland
were paid for with ship-loads of dried fish, tobacco, salt or
furs. Th-re were very few books. Our forefathers were great
orators in their religious arguments. They were Puritans, that
is, Reformers, ann Pilgrims, that is Wanderers.

.. 11"' -------------~----- .. - ..-~'-.-!-- --,-- --.~ "'- -362
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The great companies in England painted glowing pictures of

the colonies to induce settlers to come over. Their passagEs
were often paid for by seven years of service as a servant to
the company, or usurious values in tobacco and the other com-
modities so saleable in England ••

.I.t; seems that as soon as the crops were growing and im-
mediate necessities attended to, our forefathers bent their
energies to make Christians of the heathen savages, or to
discourse at great length and with much vehemence with each othe
on some ohscure point of doctrine. There were always churches,
and the sermons were long and tedious, for when at last they
ended there was always a great 'stomping of feet" which had
"gone to sleep" though the Juckless owners could not enjoy such
repite; for an official walked the aisle, wit h a long pole] the
end of which would jolt rudely on the neck of any who slumbered
during service. The men and the women sat apart.

(uakers were there eventuplly and thE;Ee were most unpopular •
.l..t, is said the whipping post was established especially for the
Cuakers. A constable got 2 1/2 shillings for whipping a prisoner,
and there were stocks and pillories as pictured in every history
of early America There were also ducking stools, on a lever
by which the "duckee" ,JaS lowered into a. pond.

Only men who accepted the PuritDn creed or covenant could be
"freemen" am! could vote and have a voice in the affaij!is of the
settlement, and only church member" had civil rights. 0 child
coul,; be baptized unless its fatper was a freeman •

• • •
:\1akers.

And to cpeak nOW'of the Quakers as they are mentioned above.
In 1662 there appeared t,~o (uaker missionaries cnme to Dover
in New Hampshire. Where ever t hey appeared there was much
discord and disagreement between t hem and the other believers
in other creeds or customs. These two came from England but
we have never been able to identify this Hary Tomkins. Probably
she was related to the other Tomkins line of Horsleydown. fut
though we have a lot of material about Mary Tomkins and her
companion Alice Ambrose, this Mary Tomkins, came and finally
went, and not a word about who she was. It mDYbe it was her
married name, or she may have been a 'l'omkins. The old writings
say the Cuakers met and preached ,Then ever "the spirit moved
them:2 and that they tallked incoherently anc called it the voice
of God.

When these two women came to Dover, they were accomp'nied by
one George Preston of Salem, with on.:. Edward 1'!harton of same.
A priest named Rayner asked them "'.I'hat came ye here for, seein!"

the laws of the country are against such as you?"
These words we take from Cuint' s book The Anceint Families of

Dover.
"What hast thou against us?" replied Mary Tomkins.
The priest replied "You deny magistrates and miniBters and the
churches of Christ."

Mary Tomiins replied "Thou sayest SO," and he replied:
"You deny the Three Persons in the Trinity." She answered:
"Tke notice people, the man falsely accuseth us, for Godly
magistrates and the Ministers of Christ we own, and that there
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are Three that bear record in Heaven, which Three are the ~at.her,
Word and Spirit. That we own, 1::ut for t he Three persons in the
Trinity, that is for thee to prove."

"There are three Somethings" said the priest and called upon
his people to come after him * "t, (and they argued back and
fort h. RT) Then it appears t his book is written in sympathy
with the Quakers for it says: "So truth came over the people;
many were convinced of the truth that day, and notwithstanding
the terror of the wicked <laws, many waxed bold and invited the
uakers to t heir homes. Then t hey went over into Mayne, 1::ut

their stay was short there, as the priest instituted a cart-law,
and an order was made to "ship and pass them away as followeth."

The constables were ordered in eleven towns to make them fast
to the tail of a cart, and draw them through the towns, and to
whip them not exceeding ten stripes apiece on each one, in each
town! and draw them about eighty miles. It was bitter cold
weatner at this time.

The constables took them by order of priest Roynor to Hampton
through dirt anc' snow half leg deep. At Salisbury they forced them
after the cart's tayle \'rhere he whipped them in E'. cruel way from
the road, \'Thich was a cruel si[:"ht to those observers; l:ut the
u<lker women sang in the midst of these cruelties to the aston-

ishment of their enemies. ]<.;0(; axc r,i; from above book.

. - .. - -- ~ -

lIe have another account dated Dover in 1662 saying; One Edward
\'Ieymouth took Mary J'omkins by the arm, and dragged her on her
back over t he stumps of trees do,m [' very steep hill, by which
she was much bruised and often died away.

j<'rom"Old Eliot" a cuarterly mClgazine edited by J L 1,1 Willis
of Eliot Haine we cull the following:

WMaryTomkins and Alice Ambrose of a first day of the week
were having a dispute with priest lilillet in Major Sharll'leigh's
house cornerning hie, '(orship in his place of ';lorship. Some of
his unruly hearers threw Mary headlong d01"/11a pair of stairs
',rhich reasoncibly might helve broken her neck, and \'Thich themseives
confessed, th;-:t had she not been a witch, yet she had only a
little hurt on the elbo"T. Yet, coming up again, they threw her
down a second time, which did her not much hurt.

From Boston records we meet her again. It says: This female
.aker, in a Canvas frock and her hair disheielled, and loose
like a periWig, her face as black as ink, being covered with
powdered charcoal, invaded a Boston church during services, •••
l:ut we do not know \'That happened to her then.

She did not remain in New En£'" land, for we find her again in
the South. From the book ''',uakerism in Virginia and the Carolinas"
this account: Mary Tomkins and Alice Ambrose were the next
visitors. They had been as~ociated in the work of the Ministry
before coming to America. In Virginia we have had good service
for the lord ••• our sufferings have been Jarge amongst them. It
is said they had been pilloried nnd whipped with 52 stripes with
a whip of cords, and each cord in 3 knots; and they had been
handled so severely that the very first lash drew blood and made
it run down their breasts. They experienced the same treatment
in Massachusetts. Their goods were seized and theywere expelled

from t he co lony in 1664.
We learn that in Massachusetts tlhe quaker speaker \"as called a

Ranter. Mary Tomkins and Alice Ambrose were jailed in Salem
and their belongings burned.
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A law was passed that upon the arrival of any (!\laker, he or she
was to be whipped and put at hard labor, branded with hot irons,
and some even urged their ears be cut Off} and tie heads and
necks together because theyw ere said to OS heretics.

The last we hear of Mary Tomkins and Alice Ambrose is when
they appeared in Baltimore and were trying to get ship passage
to Bermuda, wt many ships' masters refused to take them as
passengers

And in this manner, Mary Tomkins, \"ho we must certc>inly not
deny she had a great deal of courage. We do not kno\r what ever
became oj" this two certi:inly energetic women•

• • •
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As t his branch becomes somewhat obscure ..Thenwe trace it back
we copy t his letter about it. fur present record is best ..Te ~an do.
letter from ','lilliard L Tompkins of Kansas Citv Mo to Redmond Cole
of Tulsa Oklahoma dated Sep 7 1948: .

Dear Cousin; I am writ ing you some data on the Tompkins group
after speJ;jding a few h?Irs yesterday at t he home of my cousin Fred
Tompkins (RT William rederlck son oll! Benjamin Franklin Tompkins and
Etta Bare) at 3643 Baltimore, Kansas City r.lo. He has considerable
data on Elias Tompkins our grandfather (RT Elias MTompkins m. Amanda
Fanning), so far as some mortgages, notes. tax receipts and various
other documents including an invoice of en itemized list of expendit-
ures of his 1:urial expenses given by the Benson Hardware Co, presumably
located in Nodaway County, perhaps Bernard, IlIo. Therefore this must
be about the correct date of his death.

Also definite proof that our group went from ~vashinrton County
Virginia to Tennessee is not a misunderstanding as good Cousin Robert

of los Angeles as written to me some time ago. You write me in portion
that you have been in 'I!ashinC'ton County 15 timc:s or more and there
occurs in this vicinity all th' proof or legend or;igincd.iy contained
th"t William 1772 (William Tompkins m. Elizabeth OWensRT) moved to
Washington County Virginia, thence to t.cnnessee with thirteen children.

Nowfurther proof has been ziven to J!'red my cousin from his father
that Elias was born in Tennessee, so I ,,,rote you thc,t he was born in
Illinois thru recollections of my father':sxDlIIXihhhrw' son of .;lias, is
wrong. However he did reside in Illinois too, according to what we
found yesterday. J.

Elias first "Tent to Jasper County Missouri from ennessee, thence to
North Missouri after the Platte Purchase, this being a territorial
purchase from t he Indians and added to the state which comprises today
five counties, nomely, fuchanan N06away, Holt, Atchison and Andrew.

\'le found t'tTO Confederat'i) notes different denominations c:ater' Sept
2nd 1861 bc:aring Richmond 'irginia on them reading "Six and two months
on the latter after ratification of a treaty of Peace between the Con-
federate States and the United States,"and other keepsakes.

NOVI with the definite proof that Joseph Tompkins who married Celia
Colo, who ",ere parents of Elias, would have to be residents t,here also,
and then our .!Coodcousin Hobert personally reads the will of Joseph in
Nm"York, could Joseph have left Tennessee and gone back to new J.ork
to die, and did die in Ne"l York state? This is something else, maybe
he did, perhaps, BO. (sgd Yours Cousin }( L Tompkins. fuel letter

Note by RT we sa"l the will probably at Poughkeepsie NY

.. ~ - ......~ ~ -- ~ ~~ - - ....-...~,
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113-232.
Douglas M Tanpld.as

Of Marengo Iowa.

wasD:g~r~~~:~~ew:~h~lt~: ~;ro~~e O~N::~~kWi~~:A ~\~ter
Aleutians. As the writer was in Alaska during two tours of service
in the army for some dx years, this exeerpt from Douglas' letter
seems well worth incJuding in our book. Wealso weRt by UnimakPass
enroute to St Michaels and Nomeand ;.lere stuck in the ice pack under
St Lawrence Island for a couple of weeks. Weknowabout Alaska very
well. The letter from Douglas says: Winter has been with us for a
couple of monthsl and S}lc,h a winter! I am sure we shall never forget
the bl1zzards~ tne wind, the snow, the fog and the lack of sunshine
on i~univak IS.J.and. Not a month goes by without two or three blows
with winds up to 60 miles an hour or more. So far we have been fortu-
nate that the roof has not blown off, although one of the galvanized
chimneys did blow away one night in a howling blizzard. I have never
been able to find it. No doubt it was deposited somewherein the
Bering Sea.

In the past two months we have enjoyed ten dys of clear sunny
weather. Our temperatures here are somewhatmoderated by the ocean,
so it doesn't get as cold as over on the mainland. The lowest here
has been 20 degrees while on the mainland it is 50 degrees below
zero and lower. There is absolutely nothing on this island to break
the wind, not a tree, shrub Or sizeable hill. All ou! strong blows
comefrom the south-east, and as the village and school faces the
East, we get the full brunt of the storm.

Snowis piled about the buildings in huge drifts, some fifteen feet
high. Theewind swoops the drifting snow from the east Over the
building. Right now it is so high we can hard 1v see over it from
inside •• There is no housing for our vast quantities of gasoline
and fuel oil. They are stacked up outside where they are simply
buried under the Brifts. It is quite a task to dig out these drums
and carry oil for OU]' stoves and engines ••

It is impossible to completely weather-prc4'f a building against
t he snow. It drift s right in and recent ly I bad to dig myway out
for ab.)ut half a wogon-load of snow had driftee into the small storm
door and space before the entryway. Wehave a porce five feet from
the ground but the snow is level with it. The bay and sea are
frozen solid to a depth of about three feet or mOre. The mail plane
lands of skis on the bay.

The days are now lengthening and in a few weeks Wewill have very
long days and later 24 hours of daylight vie are kept rosy by a Fall
schedule of events from morning till night, teaching, weather observ-
ation and reporting, airway reports, official business by two way
radio

i
ministering to the sick and wounded, keeping engines running,

as we 1 as stov"s, dig out snowdrifts and general maintenance about
about the place. Also I have to supervise the local native store
and keep a watch on the Nunivak Developement Projecti and to even
maint ain law and order with t he he lp of the loca 1 vi lege counci 1.
We only have time to merely glance at the magazines etc we subscribed
for.

The natives do not have alcohol rot the get drunk on gasoline
fumes. One young fellow waa janitor of the achool, he repeatedly

()'

pt'"-
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got so bad that he chased his mother and sisters Out of the house
at night, often in their night clothes, breaking up furniture and
etc., threatening to kill them and commit suicide. On lIhristmas
day I locked him up ano chained him, and wired the Marshal at Nome
who came anc. got him. he got three months in jail at Nome. I hope
he does not come back here.

For the past six weeks I've had to supervise b.1tchering of
reindeer on the island. They have butchered about 5000 pounds which
will be sen~ to the government hospitals on the mainland. A Plane
Companyat ethel will fly the meat out. You can get a whole deer
for ten dollars. It is very good eat ing though scrace of fat.
The deer are getting too numerousl they expect to delete the herd
by some ten thousand head. It wilL be frozen and shipped out later
when a ship makes port. They have been dumping reindeer antlers here
for years. They are piled up like a l1tt le mountain along the shore.

Dogteams are the only transportation in the winter but during
the summerthere are plenty of motor boats in use. The dogs are
eager to go, they yelp and howl and tug at the traces. They would
run off with the sled if the driver did not fasten it to a stake
in the ground The dogs love the snowyweather. They are tethered
out of doors where they curl up with their noses under their bodies
and suring storms are completely covered with snow. Somemenmade
dog 'uts out of gasoline drum, b.1t the dogs like to sleep outside
better.

The natives excel in ivory carving b.1t not so much as the
Eskimas. Wehave collected quite a number of pieces •• The best of
the locak carvers is an old mannamed"Zaccheus Rising with Hand Sup-
port" The younger natives seem to be losing the art of ivory
carving. He made us two beautiful bracelets made of small squares
with miniature seals carved on each square with pieces of delicate
blue-green fossil ivory between each. Also an ivory replica of a
dog sled with men and dogs in a running attitude and hitched to the
sled with seal-skin strips. The whole thing is mounted on a polished
walrus tusk about 8 inches long. Besides these he has also carved
letter openers, butter knives, and sveral small pieces.

The womenare exper basket weavers but it takes constant prodding
to make them keep at the job. They are not very useluf but merely
"objects of art,"
There are about 150 peoRle in the village of Merkoyuk, and 60 or 70
in t he village of Nash Harbor 30 miles from here. The males great ly
outnumber the females. Girlr often marry very young and bear count-
less children. The infant mortality rate is high because flf improper
diet.

Nearly everybody on the island is related to everybody ~a_6_ else.
It is scandalous the way they give their chi3dreli away ano adopt
others. Somefamilies do not shoi~as much sentimality between mother
and child as there is with a cow and a calf.

Manytimes I think the goverment is wasting moneyon these people.
They expect [' lot from t he government, but t hey do not give anyt hing
in return. They expect to be paid for every litt le thing t hey do.

They have a strange way of naming the second generation with the
first name of the parents used as surname of his son. They had
some peculiar names in the past, some from old records: Nick Arrivi~
Joseph Baby Seal, Roy Climbing, Martin Zmerge, lawrence Float,
George Forefingeless, Lincoln Growing, Earl OhMy, Barry Oversize,
Samuel Polar Bear, Jerry Sea Cucumber, ~~dwardShaVings, George Shrimp,-

/
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Paul "Jush:iJ'.lg,Richard Small ltayak, Edgar Smooth\'lork, Rex Spud,
Philip Weep:iJ'.lg,Albert Smell:iJ'.lg,Nathan Sideways, Betty Peeping,
AlmaRising Helen Thanks and Mattie South W:iJ'.ld.
End of Bougks Tompkins letter to his folks at Marengo Iowa.

Wewell remember going through Un1makPass and coaling shi~ at
.LJuthh Harbor. '/fe were on t he ArmyTransport Sheridan where I
had taken to go back to Seattle. Wecame off St Michaels on the
longest day of the year. The water is shallow and we anchored
some 12 miles out at sea. The sun did not go down, it just slid
along the horizon and partly dipped below the watery horizon and
t hen oozed up and slid along wit hout ever gett ing very high. Blt
It ,just circles aramd the sky and then deliberately drops down
in a long curve when it "goes dow" again.~

St Michaels was a desolate place. On the beach a dozen old
river steamers were drying up and rotting, no longer useful. A
!mge hotel of probably two !mndred rooms, was a ghost town in
itself, yet there was a clerk and an imposing "register" and one
could have a room for two dollars. There was a heavy silence and
a sense of despair and lost ..hope that it was a horrible thing to
aee ••• and to feel. The old Russian,~diculously small, and a few
small cannon. St Il!ichael was a place to make you sit down and
moan.

Andthen to Nome, an unreal spread of houses wilt on the
soft tundra. Houses five feet apart at t he base, pleaned against
each ot her at the eaves. Sidewalks of t he "city" undulating like
mats laid upon long waves of the ocean; a big hotel that swayed
into a four foot hollow between t he higher standing ends; shacks
i;1cling as muchas 30 degrees on tho soft soil of mud and matted
grasses; a 3/4 inch galvanized iron pipe in t he street from
"lhich water could be had, formerly at five gallons for a dollar,
coming somewater spring farther away. A high tower out beyond
the beach line probably five lmndred yards, with a stout cable
runnine: to another t01rer set inland; the immensebox-like "car"
that ran along the cable being suspended under it, to drop on
t he deck of a steamer wishing to load or unload cargo. A steam
launch to carry paying passengers ashore. There was no pier. At
first there had been but the ice, going out every summersimply
dragged the piers awaywith it and they vanished into the cold
waters out in the ice pack.

You step ashore, ankle deep in sand that had produced fortunes
in yellow gold in the diVSwhenNomewas a wild and boisterous
town of perhaps 25 thousand. Nowthere were perhaps 300, sscarcely
more it seemed to be. Deserted dance halls, saloon with sleepy
tired looking bartenders, someEskimos in t heir fur capped
parkas, a fe\o, stragglers wakened from their slumbers because
a ship was there with its passenger ashore lollking for what there
was to see; or to wy souvenier silver spoons, walrun tusk
carved ivory articles, a warehouse full of raWfox furs. This
was Nome, a dying, sad and silent spot, but with a thousand
turbulent memories and legendS. All these will someday, just
be forgotten ••• and unsung?

•"." . .." , - ._.,~'._ _-._~~._. -,-".,-. -~ .~ - ~ -~.
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John Taapkins of Georgia
1730-1791 m. Elizabeth McKay.

Probably most of the writings and records of Georgia and of
Florida braDches, speak of this John Tompkins. I think it is
Gi:Imers books thB.t tell so muchdetail of conditions and people
in the early days in that section. Therewer plenty of snakes
and there was much trouble with the Indians. There are stories
also of the early days when the Spanish explorers came through
and of marvellous heaps of river pearls the Indians had in great
abundance, or marshes and swamps, and the early sett lements and
their manyvicissitudes.
There is a book by Margaret Davis Cate called "Our Today and

Yesterday." It has this story about the Tompkins Fort. It says:
In the early days following the Revolutionary War, the main

land of Glynn County was sparsely settled by hardy pioneers who
underwent unto:L:l hardships on the ff'ontier.

The Indians frequently attacked the settlers, many of whom
abandoned their homes/ In one attack the Indians murdered two
meni John Price and one names Shaves, and carried off a small
gir named Polly Harper.

Of these settlers, John Tompkins, a Virginia by birth, estab-
lished his homeon a plantation on Turtle Creek where he erected
for his protection, a lrage fort two lnndred feet square. In
t he spring of 1789 John Tompkins' plantation was attacked by a
party of Indians of the Cree!"nation, who oorned the dwelling
house, the stable and crib, the overseer's house and the kitchen.
(Note by RTkitchens in those days was often built separately
from the dwelling. The kitchen at Parksville where I lived when
a,sma11 boy, had the kitchen fully 30 feet from the dining room
outside door.)

In this attack the Indian' also burned another small dwelling
and also the fort and carried off two horses. Britain Bunkley, who
lived on St Simons at the time, was one of the party of menwho
went. to the aid of the besieged party. He said the fort had been
evacuated by Captain Tompkins and the others, and soon after the
places was sacked and burned.

John and Donald Tompkins, sons of John and Elizabeth McKay
Tompkins~ t he owners of t he plantation destroyed by t he Indians,
made a c.L3imagainst the United States Government for the prop-
erty so destroyed, which claim was allowed and sett lemett;made
47 year~c:after t he destruction of the proporty.

(Note by RT- this supports our theory that the third son
William GTompkins died young, else he woc~o"have been also in
the list of claimants. Also it seems to make it very likely that
,John and Donald were the only tl-IOsons of John Tompkins (m.
Elizabeth 14cKay)and that the three others we fonner1y thought
m1.ghtbe their sons, belonged to the Horf;ySouth Carolina branch
who settled about t his time in Alabama, eorgia and Florida. They
lived in same places as the knowdescendants of John and Donald
Tompkins and were often confused as to identity of the two
groups. Webelieve we have them very well separated now in our
MSSClan of Tomkynsand in the binder re John Tompkins line made
by Miss Agnes 6arleton of Jacksonville Florida, a very excellent
researcher. )

In seeking their claim, the heirs of John Tompk1nssufiPorted
their statements by affidavits of Britain funk1ey, Rames a).verston,
and Martin t'aJmer, who testified that the porperty of John !ompkins
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on his plantation of Turt le RiVer in Glynn County had been
destoyed by the Creek Indians.

John Tompkins, the owner of the plantation was Justice of
the Peace in Glynn County 1786-1788, and local member of tthe
House of Representatives in l788!. and was also a Captain in
t he Glynn County militiam and a l'ommissioner for Glynn County
Academyuntil December 6 1791 as his successor was appointed
on that date. This would indicate that his death or removal
from the county occurred just prior to that time. The two
sons, Donald and John, movedto CamdenCounty, where their
descendant s are living today. End of excerpt from t he book.

Miss Agnes Carleton has made considerable effort to trace the
McKaye.

T~~~~~ ~~~y~e~a~hi768o~tE~:a~:~~d~~~Yo~hSa::~r~~~;o~q
ot!. Strathy Hall on the Great Ogeechee. The item does not
identify James JllcKaybut he was eertainly a close relative of
Donald McKay. The Donald McKaywho dde' 1768 left two
daughters he calls "Natural daughters" viz, Elizabeth McKayand
Sarah McKay.The mother of these two girls was Elizabeth who
was "known at birth a~ Elizabeth l"lanley," was wife of James
lemon in 1768. James -49monand his wife Elizabeth apparently
divorced wife of Donald McKaywho died 1768. were appointed
guardians for the two girls.
It seems t hat Donald McKayabove had ot her daugpters, one named
!<largaret bapt ized Sep 14 1754 and Jean baptized May 22 1757.

Webelieve this Margaret McKay\-I8.S same girl called Mary McKay
who married Capt William McIntosh and had a daughter Margery
!4cIntosh who married James thomas Spalding. The Spaldings mar-
ried into our Tompkins line also.

Of Jean McKaywe have no further record. But Sarah married
John Tompkins whowas born 1730 and died 1791. They had Donald,
John and William GTompkins. Willi.fm G apparently died yeung.
M,ny descendants of John and Donald ompkins as per our MSS
Clan of Tomkyns.

•••
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372James laurence TOIllpkins.
Texas t1;anger.

James laurence Tompkins number g090~ uncle of this writer,
nas a memberof Captain John C Hays' 'l'exas Ranger during the
~xican War and took part in the capture of Monterey. later in
life Mr Tompkins settled at Lyt!ch1:nrgTexas on the Bayou, near
the site of the Jiattle of SanJacinto where General Santa Ana,
commandingt he Me~iSans lost t he batt le and also his wooden
leg. fut his horse had 4 sure-enough legs and bore the general
swift ly in not a very dignified manner, to safer parts.

Not long ago we visited the battleground where the great
tower rises higher than the Washington monumentupon the site of
the fight. There is a wonderful museum on the ground floor that
onE'should never fail to see if he is anywhere in that vicinity.
You can, take the elevator to the upper room .:here you can look
out ov~r a huQdred or more square miles of territory, land and
water.

We have seen a book 8Y James KimminsGreer and published by
E P Dutton and CoNewYork 1952. 'tie also say other ririting; from
which quite obviously a great deal of the material in GreerTs book
was taken. Also there are many other publications where one 'can
get the material in this book. But it makes a fine book and we
would say it was we11 wort h reading as it contains material that
you \-TOuldneed read through many other books to get all at one
time.

To be a memberof Captain "Jack" Hays' Ranger outfit, you very
certain ly had to be a most remarkable man, and if once in it, to
stay there takes something really magnificent.

The Rangers were organized when Texas was still a Republic and
SamHouston was president. They had to fight uncounted battles
with both !'lexicans and Indians, for the Comanceswere strong and
very troublesome in t hose days, and also t he Apaches were trying
to crowd in from the West. Possibly there were rangers before
the war between the Texans and the Mexicans. Mr Greer's book and
in fact many other books tell in detail of these Indian troubles.

Wesaw in Life Magazine;; last year (1956) an account of the
capture of Monterey and reproductions of oil paintings the writer
of the account painted on the scene. In it there are pictures in
color of many act ions and scenes in which t he Hangers took a
part for it was the Rangers who took the Bishop's Palace and
forced in the massive doors, which is pictured in the Idfe mag-
azine as above mentioned.

Since we read this book about Jack nay's commandand his men we
have gained even still more admiration fOl' our redoubtable Uncle
James J.aurence Tompkins, tho he was one of our favorite fighters
ever since we first knewabout him.

His menmust have been about the most hardy, fearless and in-
deset!ucib1e 1:nnchof fellows you would ever hope to meet. We
saw these next couple of yarns in an old pamplet and the Greer
book has them almost word for word.
One of the recruits was a chap who afterwards was known as

"Alligator" Davis. Andthis is how he was so called. Soon after
Davis had joined the outfit, they were encamped on the L"1edina
River. Floating on the surface of a lar~ water hole nearby
was an alligator over six feet long. The Ranger's effort to
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frighten it into subnerging were in vain. Its staring eyes
irritated recruit Davis and he growl$d "1' 11 take that critter
out and must h:l..min as a new recruit."
Then he plunged into the river and clasped the alligator, trying

to wrestle it ashore. The rolling and threshing stuggle of the
man and the monster beat the water into muddyfoam. The alligator
swiped Davis with his tail and knoked h:l..mbackwards and under. He
cameun instantly spitting mudand water and plunged forward to
gain a new hold. At last he got astride the beast and locked his
legs tight around the body, then he caught a jwa with either hand.

While his companions roard and applauded his efforts, Davis
forced the reptile into shallow water and toward the bank. On
reaching the edge, he sumbled on to dry land and fell with all his
weight upon the brute he held clinched in his arms. The river
"recruit" slipped back into the water. And so, Davis was thereafter
knownas "Alligator."

On another occa.ion Captain Hays too~Alligator along on a scout-
ing ride. Davis saw a small bear cub up in a tree and cl:l..mbedup
and dragged it down. After quite a contest while trying to ties
its legs together David had to knock it out with a pistol ~tt.
Then he tied its ~egs to~ether and fastened it back of his saddle.
On t he way ba ck t a Bexar( San Antonio) the cub bit t he horse Onthe
back. The horse had been wild eyed even before this, but now it
had something to kick about. The horse bucked and pitched and
"Alligator" Davis was thrown off, and t he horse was last seen fly-
ing away in the distancel. They never saw it again.
Another remarkable memberwas S:l..monBateman. Batemanwas already a

man of property back in Mississippi. fut he came farther weat to
possibly get larger lands and have mare cattle. Onet:l..methey
Were branding some calves insie a corrall. But a bull began to
tM-rageat them and chased them over the fence. So Batemanboasted
he was not afraid of eny bull, so he climbed back into the corrAll,
and got dmm on his hands and knees. The bull stopped 1 ellowing
and looked and looked him over "with a speculative eye." Then the
animal really became enraged. Whenthe bull bellowed, Bateman also
bellowed: when the bull pawed and thre dirt into the air, Bateman
pawed the ground and tossed up dirt: when t he bull ShllOkhis head,
Bateman shook his head likewise. If the ~nimal feinted, .Dateman
feinted. By leaping qu.ickly to one side, ateman avoided several
rushes. The sudden t he bull paused a moment, and rushed. Hetossed
Batemrlnover the fence for abo'.lt twenty feet. The poor man could
not get out of bed for a month or more. And after this, the bold
toreador was Imownas "Bull" Bateman.
Another of l1ay's men was "Bigfoot" Wallace, a frontiersman man of

no ,little fame. The writer well remembers Bigfoot Wallace. It was
about 1$90 and st ending on t he corner of t he Market Square at
Houston, Frank and I saw A big man probably over six feet and
indeed the picture of an old time Indian fighter. Wallace had on a
coonskin capt, Indian moccasions, a fringed breeches looked like
chamois-shin tho not as clean, and a fur tr1mmed coat. he had a
long, old fashioned Civil War style or before, musket with ii long
barrel and brass rings around it. I was so dumbwith admiration
for I had heard about him before, t hat I couId not dare to speak
to this great man of the wilds.

I have seen quite a few lid•• men including General John B
Gordon of Georgia, under whomseveral of my family served in the
Confederate army. I heard General Gordon speak at Houston. He
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was indeed a gifted speaker. Someof the things he rpoke of were
sad, some pathetic indeed and somewere in a light vein. He said
that once he saw a soldier running fraa a fight. He asked the
runner whywas he running. The man staJlllllered' 'Cause ah caint
fly, that's why l' I"WUlin.'"

IBasmuch as our uncle James .Leurencewas at the capture of
Monterey, and we had seen the color pictures in the magazie about
this fight. let us look at this eve& again.
Monterey is wilt on the north side of the San Juan River, about

one mile east and west and half a mile the other dimension. The
Santa Catarina river is near to the south easterly. The build-
ings were of stone blocks. A spur of the mountp.in creeps 'i near.
I well remember seaing these mou1llI1tainsfrom .r'ort Ringgold exas
on the Rio Grande iver, where I was stationed in 1902 until went
back to the P"ilippines in Decemberof 1902.

Whenthe Americans approached Monterey, General Ampudiahad
a Mexican army of about 7500 men. In the town there was a place
called Independence Hill, and about half way to t he top was
a redoubt they called Ie Libertad. This had artillery, and above
t his fortified spot was t he Bishop's Palace about midwayup the
ridge, with a sharp peak at the summit. On top of this highest
point was a sandbag redoubt they called Fort Independence. About
600 yards to the sout h Was anot her ridge called '"ederat ion Ridge•

. ort Soldado was just east of this with two, nine-pounder guns. It
was considered suicide to try to storm these positions. The town
streets could be quickly barricaded, and the low flat roofs could
be sand-bagged and,make exce~dt positions for snipers.

The American iXeneral Taylor had only about 6500 troops, no
artillery except some very light field guns. On Sunday September
20 1846, Hays led 250 men, "by fives in a group" across the road
and into some chapparrel. General Worth with 2000 men follOWing
this a(ivance party. It was the Rangers who led. They Caught a
Mexican, put arope around his neck and forced him as a guide.

Rounding a spur of the hill Hays could see troops In.trrying
along the ridge from the Bishop's Palce to the redoubt. Also
Mexican reinforcements were In.trrying toward IndepeQdence Hill.

Then firing began from ambush. A cavalry detachment advanced;
t he guns on Independence hill began firing. The Rangers fe 11 back.
Then nigh came on and it was raining. Hay's men had no food,
raincoats or blan~ets. A few rangers crept out to forgge for
pigs ;)1' chickens. fut when fires were started to cook them, the
cannon on t' e hill opened fire and the coals had to be put out.
fut t hey had found someun-shelled corn. They muncht his and
slept on the saturated ground.

Before daylight t he rang r S had saddled and were ready for
the fight. In the advance f,uRrd action some 80 mexican cavalrymen
Were killed. The other troops cameup to support and the battle
for Monterey raged well through the day. To capture Federation
Hill they had to slide downthe rocky river bank, pJunge through
the swift water. The shot cln.trnedthe waters but the attackers
got over and into the chaparrel. "'our In.tndredf'eet higher the
peak looked 1mprl\gnable. The FifthnInfantry came on. The hill"
talen and someonewrote with chalk on the guns "Texas Rang~
and the Fifth Infantry." /'

'~,p:,,':~~-jV'Ii4;..,~;_~';;'~~~~~~W~'~~,~~~~'~r~qp~~','~'~'ff,..~rg,r,_,'n~lir~~~~~,I~)[~~'~f:,~'[~~_:r~~,:~J:,J',:~;~E~I~,~mJ~:~~'N;'~~",',~~~~~~~~.~.~~~~';~'~:#;M~"'""~'''''''
" "",.",--" ,,"'" -,''''''-' -." '," - -- .. -- .", ,--' ", '. ,""" ,'''-- ,,- . -- ',,, " .

A - ~~ _ ..t! .....



375
Hays and his men t hen retired to t he road junction below

to water and feed their horses. They nor t he horses had had
a meal for 36 hours, wet, and watersoaked and somewounded rot
only two of Haysmenwere killed. They said the Mexicans shut
their eyes whenthey pulled a trigger. They helped the horses
eat the corn, and laid downon the ground to get some sleep.

Nowit was night again and a violent stom was raging. At
three O'clock in the morning the force of 465 men • After midnight
Hays led them in Indian file fromtthe camp. They cameupon two
Mexican pieets, half asleep. With Bowie knives at their backs they
were forced to lead the American to thE: next ootpost. And so they
captured all the outposts guarding Independence Hill.
The iJmost vertical peak was said to be 800 feet high. The soldiers
climbed slowly, loose stones rolled downthe slope rot the stonn
made them unheard above. Fissures helped them gain footholds. They
dragged each other up the bluffs Or pulled themselves up by
branches.

At daylight they \\'ere about 100 yards from the crest. Shots
began to fly, the attackers fired back, taking what shelter they
could behind boulders. The Americans scrambled upon the wall. The
men fell over, stabb1ing, grappling and smashing. The enemy sur-
vivors went leapin~ downthe slant 170 the Bishop's Palace.

From the Bishop s Palce, fire opened from two pieces of artillery
At last the positions were taken. Details of the fight in several
books. Manyof the Rangers had captured serapes. Tho it was still
raining, they did not heed it. AndMoneterey was OUrs.

We are a l1tt le skeptical about the versim of a prayer that
an off'icer is said to have made bef'ore t he fight. The account is
as fo11ows:"Oh Lord we are about to open battle with superior
forces, and Heavenly Father, we would like you to be on our side.
rut if you can't do it just lie low and keep dark and you wi11 see
one of the damnedest fight you ever did see."

There was street fighting, the enemyon top of the flat roofed
houses. It was a tough fight. It lasted f'or tl'lO Or three days
bef'ore the Mexican forces finally collapsed. The Rangers treated
their woundedwith chewing tobacco poultices.

And so, when we stop to consider this tale, we take off our
hat to the Rangers and to our Uncle James Iawurence Tompkbs who
was one of Hays' men, and was there through a11 of' it •

•••
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George Washington Tompkins
of Parker' Co ;'exas
1841-1915. "

Data byMrs Verna Tompkins Whatley of Mineral Wells lexas
tie was son of Benjamin Joseph Tompkins and Nancy Jane Steele.
George Washington Tompkins voJunteered in the Civil War in 1862
on the part of the ,South. tie operated in Arkansas and louisiana
a member of Walker s Division, called Walker's Greyhounds. Took
part in Battle of Vicksburg and other:" gf that time and area. His
officers \'Tere Captain Ball and Colonel im Rain.

He came to Parker County Texas in 1859 from Missouri. Original
story is that three brothers came to America from Scotland, they
were Scotch-Irish.

They moved i'1:O" ~ox County from Stephens County on Veale's
Creek very near vJhere Possum Kingdom now f.:ands. They bought a
farm three miles west of Mun ay in 1892. his family c~red the
many hardships that go with pioneering. The oldest son eorge

Tthomas, had the first store and postoffice in ~hnday.
In 1902 George Washington Tompkins and his wife, and three of

the younger children, Rain, Ruth and Arra, moved on to pioneer
a new country, this time to the north plains country. They
settled in the extreme north part of liutchinson County. There being
no postoffice nearer than one in Canadian ,,,Texas, the Tompkins used
eme room in their house for this purpose. Ihe name of the postoffice
was~ L.l.eb, so called for one of their neighbors.

his was real pioneering, for the winters were so severe and
no naturel timber for fuel in the winter time when the blue
northers or snO,"Tstormswere, which caused many hardships.

Here they lived. and helped to develope this portion of the
high plains until eorge Washington 'Jl8lllpkins passed away in 1915.
I-i.e was follo\'Ted by-l).is wife in 1917. The family have all passed
on except Ruth and .Leonard. Ruth still (1955) lives at "pearman,
and eonard lives in California.

-The family were stClunch Christicns and belonged to the
Primitive Baptist church. Almost all of the chilc'ren followed
t hat be lief.

• ••
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ARTHUR SJIYLY TeMPKINS.

(from "emphill's Men of Mark of South Carolina).

Arthur Smyly T.qDIpkins, farmer and lawyer of Edgefield South
Carolina born at Meeting Street Post Office, Edgefield County

Marc h 31 1854. -
His fElther, DeWitt Clinton Tompkins was a physician who

served as Magistrate in his County, and was in the War between the
States, a Captain of Co K 14th ;:)outh Carolina regilnento a man
who is remembered for his amiability and his conversational powers.

His mother was nannah Virginia Smyly (Tompkins) who was a woman
tlf exceptionally strong mind, of [,ood business ability, whose
influence over her son has continued strong throughout Mis life.

Her earliest lmown ancestor was col vames Smyly, born in Ireland
and who came to SoUth Carolina in or about 1785.

hr Tompkins' ancestor was Captain Stephen TompkinE who raised
and commanded II cavalry troop in the RevoJutionary War.

Until 13 he was ro1:ust and vigorous, but after that his health
was dedicate. Even in early boyhood he was required to do soma
re[,Ular work on t he farm. He said "It hardened my musc les. II He
attended tl,e county schools of Edgefield, and entered South Carolina
University ~ and graduated in 1872.

His father ilad made easy for him the way to a liberal education,
providing him with ample funds. After completing undergrau'lia~e
course in la~lat the law school of "oJumbia University at Washinton
DC, he then read lal'l for a year in t he office of Frcmk HIljiller
Esq. of Augusta Georgia.
In iS79 he settled in Edgefield where he has since divided his

attention to law and farming. He married June 15 18BO Lizzie D
Holstein daughter of Mr and lI'lrs Moses Holstein of Ridge Spring. They
have several children.
The fether of lw!rs Holstein was Allen Dozier, a wealthy planter near

Big Creek in \'hat is no;-, SaJuda County.
In college "'r Tompkins was a mamber of Chi Psi, a KnigP:t of Pythias,
and KniE;ht of Honor, Ilnd a Be.ptist •

•••
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378Cydnor Bailey Tompkins
b. 1810 d. 1862

son of Asahel Tompkins f,nd Ann H oge. The following data sent
by Mrs Elvie Tompkins Haddowof Vincent Ohio, with whomwe
had lIIUchcorrespoodence and who sent so lIIUchdata on her
branch of our big family.

Stdnor Bailey l'ompkins married Mary Ann Fouch. v\ent
with parents to Morgan County lentucky 1831, near McConnel1s-
ville where he died in 1862. (Note by RT seems was a Morgan Co
Kentucky also Ohio, one of these may be error but Mrs Haddow~s
letter here at hand says he was a Im1Yer and a member of
Congress from Morgan County OHIO. His son Eimnett also a lawyer
and sent to House of ~epresentatives from Athens Ohio, and was
later e::lected to Congress.

The family has produced doctor' laWY(crs, teachers and
farmers. On the f8rm owned by Asahel Tompkins, his great grand
daughter and family, Mrs Clare Miller lives .(about 1940 RT)

On the adjoining farm and in the same house where Elr!ily
Tompkinz and Rufus Beach reared their family lives their grand
so~ Orville Morris, Barlo~1 twp, Vincent Ohio R.D.

ames L made a home in lake City IowaI, hIo grandsons are still
living Clarence Bain in lake City cmd "'mmett Bain in lisle,
Illin01s. ''ush and Isaac Imlton r,1ise(' their families on a
f2m neDI' Paris, Illinois. Mrs Bertha Clinton ,",ho Was a doctor
ied February 14 1941.

Daniel H ~Ias a farmer, and bought and sold cattle, B8rlo,", twp.
2:dldrige G (father of Mrs BaddmI) lived in the village of Water-
town with the exception of one year in illinois after the Civil
War, had a small farm "nd ~Ias at one time Postmaster. At his
death was proprietor of the Connersville Hotel, Watertovn Ohio.

Mrs Haddm' sai in a postscript to this letter: I forgot
yO say that when my father, Eldridge G Tompkins, went to
llinois, they travelled by covered wagon. That 't'as before my

time. My three sisters were 'hi.th them an(: mqny interesting
tales they tolcl of the trip. End Mrs Hac'dO,"Is letter.~

~':ewish t he sisters ha(~written diaries. EverybOdy ShOllld write
in some kind of 8 paper, their adventures and stories about
their family. All this will be "history" some day •

."lV~ ""I,li.~ .","'''''_" •" 'I "'I'!~li.'llll"ll!i( ,II!'!!!i;Ii')1ll1lll\11'!..~J'~~ ~,:!~,'!!!'lI!!l~~I"!II!1,II;1~.~""~.''"""""""i"'" ""*'"C'.. '
~_.'~" - . , '. -_. _ r ~. _ _ ,5 ~ • r - ......... ~.
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Rog~r William Tompkins
of Virginia.

Wehave a newspaper clipping recordinr the death of rtoger William
Tomnkins dated Sep 26 1952. This found its way into our files with

other clipping about the same f2mily which we shall combine into
~is account ~ There are several pictures of the p19ces and persons
which will be in our "picture file." Th~y lived at C~dar Grov:,
near Charleston, Virginia, nOWWest VirgJ.nia. One artJ.cle says.

Cedar Grove is the oldest settlemen in the Kanewha Valley. It was
nearly 180 years ago, in 1773, that ;.ralter Kelly settled at the mouth
of the creek that now bears his name. This native of South Carolina.
was tilled by Indians near his log cabin later in the year.

Vlilliam Morris bought "TomahawkRights" to land in Cedar Grove
from helly's widow in Lewisturg and broup:ht his wife and ten children
to the mouth of the creek, and milt a fort where the Fred Joachim
house now stands. Morris also milt c, boat yard, selling flat-boats
to the travellers who came from .Lewisburg, across Gauley Mountain,
, o~m Peter's Creek, up Bell Creek, and dO\"irJkelly's Creek to the
Kan,Mha River. u

At Horris' death the land arouncc Cedar rove went to Aaron Stocktm-,
of Gauley Bridge, who sold it to l'Iil11am Tompkins, a wf'ah hy salt
me.ker of Malden, who came to Cedar Grove about 1835. Tompkins built
the fine old home which still stends f)t the eo,st end of tm:n (1952).

The wife of William Tompkins vras an aunt of Gen0ri11Ulysses Grant,
18th President of the United States. In 1874, the Gener81 visited
her at Cedar Grove, driving up i'rom Charelston in 2, tuggy, and spend-
lnE t he night.

During the war, Rutherford B Hayes who became 19th President,
visited the hic':itoric home. The old brick church, another famous l;,nd
mark in Ceder rove was built by Tompkinp for his ('evout daurhter
1Tirt;inia. The church, which now stands be side Hit;hv:ay 60 in the
eestern limits of the tovJU will be 100 years old next yecr. It was
once called "Virginia 's Ghi1pel."

Today the old and the new offer vivid contrasts in the quiet 11ttle
tovrn where more that 1,700 vople reside. "oute 60 .rhich fo,merly
twisted through the community, no' completely bypasses it by mean.
of a super-highway bridge I"hich rises E'ome50 feet Over store build-
ings anci_houses. 4ld first newspaper item.

l'he second clipping with several pictures, relates as follows:
Cedar Gro'ee, one of the v"lley's pioneer homes, mig-ht not be stand

ing today had not General Ulysses S Grant given Its owner a letter
of Protection, will look as it did during Civil \'Ii1r Days after two
more months of' restoration no\'! being carried on by 'coger ':.1 Tompkins.
("bout 1950 TIT)\'Iho is of the third gener2tion member to live there,

The 16-room structure, built in 1844 of brick turned on the
property, surely would have suffered destruction but for the letter
vrhich ~irs Rachel 'l'ompkins, and aunt of General Grant, was able to
v!ave in the fc:ces of questioning Feder21 troopers who travelled over
t, he turnpike near it ••

It was vrell known that Ers Tompkins ba, f-trong Confederate sym-
pathies, having sons serving in t he Confederate army, and he husband
having owned 30 slaves before he died in 1857. The repairs now being
made resulted in tJ"e removal of the first-floor porch I'hich had

ti1ken place long ago, was being replaced. The restoration was beinp:
made in a ccordance wit h some olf pictures t hey had. In one of these
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a horse is tied to the white fence palings in front. Inside and
outside work was going on. Seven layers of wall paper have
been removed peeled off the walls to make way for new stylish
coverings. The winding stair-case, topped by a walnut hand-rail,
is sturdy and strong again. The hand-carved mantles, window
casings, and wide-paneled doors, which required a years work on
the part of a carpenter at a cost of $970 are immaculate white.

Behind the work lies an interesting bit of Americana dating
back to the Revolutionary War.

Its 1:uilder, William Tompkins•.Jr, fought in the ,Jar of 1612,
came to t he Kanawha Valley from enrucky i!l J6l5 to engage in
sa lt manufacturing. From a bilacksmith" helper he saved enough
to 1:uy shares in ~a1t furnaces and soon o~med and operated
several himself. 'e is said to be the first man to pip'" gas from
the famed fuming" Springs to provide fuel for his furnaces there.
The woman he married, Rachel, was the daughter of Cc;ptain Noah
Grant, one of the party who tossed the tea overboard in Boston
Harbor She also came to t he va lley from "entuc ky to visit a
brother Peter Grant a member of the !-IaldEm salt manufacturing
f:f::tmof Armstrong, Grant and Co. Another of her brothers was
Jesse, f<:~ther of Ulysses S Grnnt.
The ti-ro lived in their old brick home at furning ;:,prings until

hf' 1:uilt his proud new home up-river. It was quickly named Cedar
Grove, for the heavy stand of cedars which stood around it. The
town took its nome from the house when it ~ras incorpor2ted in 1902.
In his day, William Tompkins Jr., worked most of his slaves at

his "alt furnaces. 'l'he slave ouarters however, have long since
disappeared, although an old com crib, and " brick office
building which he used still stands behind the house. Ene' second
newspaper clipping.

The lc,st clipping is regarding the death oT Roger William
Tompkins dated Sep 25 1952. it says:

noger William Tompkins of Cedar Grove, president [md general
mcmager of t he Dry Branch Coa1 Co cmd a descendant of ~n ear ly
Cedar Grove family, died yesterday afternoon in a Charleston hospit-
al. He Was 57.

Death CFlmeto this wiriely kno~m coal operator after a cerebral
operAtion. ue entered the hospital about three vleeks ago. He had
long suffered from cerebral conditions \'ihich caused im to hAve
violent headaches.

I-Ir Tompkins had been in the coal business for more than 30
years. He formerly vms general manager of Cedar Grove Collieries Inc,
w',ich mined the famous "Cedar Grove Seam" of coal.

Born Feb 27 1695 at Cedar Grove he ~ras a son of the lete ~nry
Preston Tompkins and Addie Lee, His f",the!', anc: uncle John Tompkins
vlere t he founders of the present t ovm of Cedar Grove. '1 hese men laid

ollt the to\m lots and sold land. Th,y were also the founders of the
Cedar Grove Collieries Inc., ..

Hr Tompkins erondfather was \tlil1iam lompkins Junior, a wealthy
1.i8.1den salt manufacturer, who purchsed t he site of Cedar Grove
an: much of the surround:li1g property from his brother-in-lcM Aaron

Stockton ;bout 1835 • The land passed to Stockton u',on the de~th
of William Morris who established the first permanent white s".ttlemenl

i. :
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in t he Kanawha Valley.
!.rr Tompkins lived in "Cedar Grove" the old 'l'ompkins home-

place wilt in 1844 by his grandfather. The 16 room structure,
one of t he town's land-marks, was built of brick manufacturea
on the property. J;"r Tompkins had recently completed restoration
and renovation of t he large homestead.
A past pj'esident and member of bOard of directors of the

K.<mawhaValley Mining Institute, Mr Tompkino was also a member
of the Hawk's Hest Golf CJub, and the Virginia Senior Golf
~ Association. He was a member' of the Chelyan lodge 158 AF&Ar.f,
was a ;2nd Devree Scottish Rite Hason, and belonged to the Beni
Kedcm emple of the Shriners in Charleston.

Mr'Tompkins received his education in Cabin Creek district
schools, the Charleston fusiness College, Hontgomery l'reparatory
School :frJmn(';'!est Virginia Tech nou), and Marshall College.

He serve'l for more than two years in the army during World
'..Iar l. He was a member of the American .....ep;ion and the 33rd Divn
Har Veterans Association. lIe vras a member of the Calvary Espisco-
pal church in IJ!ontgomery.

Ene, articles.
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Harry Tompkins
Rodeo Champion.

Please do not publish, but in our card file we made the fo How-
ing memoon t e card for this fellow "Disregard, seems to be a
~lell-headed, unfriendly sort of a fellow. uoes not answer
letters."

fut some of these days t. here may be descendants who might
trece be-eckto this place and finel no further record of this
brinch. We had correspondents in Peekskill NY, his home town,
who knov1s him and his family. \':e could not Get 2ny an~ler from
t.herp either. ':Te lmow his father is Frank Tonpkins and he lives
at eekskill. lIE-hr,ve his address, but he don It answer either.
It is very seldom .'le have been so unlucky as to find people
like t his. So in our pUblished works we just deave t hem out. If
anyone ever publishes extracts from our writine;, please, omit
211 t.his item. lie keep it "just for curiosity" If we ever
run into this br8nch we will kno....,'lhat Nor to print. Of course
it seems to us that Kings, i,rnperore, Popes, Gre8t Generals and
Rajahs, H'ulers of great nations ••• and \-rild bull riders ••• are of
such Grand am: magnificent rank they nUSI' ignore everybody. So
He c2n just grovel in the dust and be ashamed of our inferiority.

Item from ne"'spaper clipping. A lithe, taciturn young man from
NewYorl, state who ha, never been astride a horse umil five
ye~.rs ago, is the worldps champion cOv1..boy of 1952.

!Ie is Harry Tompkins 25, "rho now calls Dublin Texas his home.
Not only is he the all-around ch"mpion of t he Rodeo Cowboys

Association but he is also the bareback 2nd bull-riding ch2mpion
of t he year as det ermined by t he point stand :i.ngs•

This modest cow-poke who spent his adolescence far removed frDm
iC. corral, hustled by car, train and plane over all the count,ry
this year to slap down his entrance fees in two of t,he riding
event s in almost all the ma-;01' rodeos.

In so doing he pUec: UP 30;9% points as computed by the
associ8t ion system which awards a point for every ccolIe'll' of
prize money the cont"st,mt received.

Tompkins, "'lho vTaS 'orn Oct 8 1927 was educDted ,:ct Ple,ss2nt Side
NYand an,! Bendrik Hucison high school in l'eekskill. He i~ ,I son
of ~Ir c'lld ;"rR Frank "'ompk.i.n"of Peeks:cill.
'':hile working on a dude" ri'nch at Putnam Vr,lley NY in 191,7, he .lac
Asked to furnish some entertainment for Guests by tryinp' 1'.0 ride
11 horse bareback. The nag bucked, but Tompkins rode. It gave him
ideas. In that seme year he becemc a rodeo contestant at :~:pring-
field Mass. like a meteor he rose to nrominence in t he rodeo
world.

lie was champion bull rider in 191,8, 191,9 and 1950 and runner
up in 1951. ite married into one of the nation's best-known rodeo
f"milies. Ue is the husband of Rosemary Goll::urn of Dublin Texas,
whose father furnishes the stock for most of ,,11 the big rodeos.
End of item.

Note by RT- When I was 8 Y8ars old I rode a half wild pony
called Billy. He could buck and sunfish and do about vverythine;
andy other horse could do. I was in Texa~; then. They have some
very good saddle [lue down there •

• • •
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Paul Garnett Tompkins.

In 1914, we were with the W~stern Union at San Francisco, <,md
we were transferred to the !{)s Angeles office. And there we had
the pleasure of meeting our second cousin Paul Garnett Tompkins,
tho at the time we nei~her knew who the other one was. He asked
me where I was from. When I told him my father was born in South
Carolina, he said that was his line also. At the time we did not
establish our relationship but this occurred later when I began
reserach for our first 'book.
Paul was the wire chief in the ~s Angeles office, and we
worked together for several months until I was transferred to
Phoenix Arizona officeJ ~te on when the desert began to be
monotonous, I resigned and they offered me my old job back at
.....os Angeles. So there we met again.

I knew his middle initial was G and thought it was George
after his mother's family. Much later I found his name in the
aI, Houston Texas directory as Paul Garrett Tompkins. He was
night chief at Houston We,stern Union when I ..;as a boy but we did
not know him then. Edt thfI directoryw as wrong, it's Garnett.
Peul was "uLte a writer. e wrote a number of short stories w"ich

I saw and they certainly did have merit. Also he invented several
electrical gadgEts which the compeny used but probably never paid
Pal for them. e was rJ fine, kindly,- friendly gentlemill1.

I remember when I was in the Sanl"rancisco office, I worked
with a fello~1 nDmedFitzGerald. He had been the messenger and
general helped at SacrClmento ~/hen Paul was manager there. Fitz
told me the folks at Sacramento cDlled him "Pul Tompkin!s
slave." Fi tz had I quite a number of stories about Pau1, and
all '~ree to Paul s credit.

After he retired from t he Western Union, he lived at Riverside
California where he had bought a home and quite a tract of l;,nd.
This Lmd with much other land thereabout was condeITh'1edlater
by some governmental law suit pertaining to water supply The
land owners fouEht t he suit which dragged out for tvlO years or
more. The o..mers finally had to tAke a much smaller amount for
their land thr\n it was worth. Pr.,ul said the judge at this long
law-suit was asleep half t he time. They had to wake him up to
decide upon a point. he would shake his head and if it was
the land o\roers lawyer who made a point the ;udge would say
"Objection overruled" and go bnck to sleep. 1f it was the
l!land-grabbers"lawyer who objection, the judge would say
"Obj,'ction sustained, l! and EO back to sleep. Probably not
necessary to say who \-/on the Case, and F,\ul lost his life
savings. No doubt it was all this strain thct brought on a
stroke, that cost my good {'riend and cousin, his life.

'l'hA follO\~ing item we take from the Western Union mal"azine:
Paul G Tompkins, formerly repeatellt chief in the los-Angeles

Traffic office passed a~y at his home in Riv8eside California
on May 31 1938, after a short illness cuJminating in a cerebral
hemorrhage. Paul Tompkins was the second Pacific Division Presi-
dent of the Association of Western Union Elnployees. A native of
Louisiana, he came to Colusa California with his mother when
he was ten years old. He entered the service of the Western
Union in 1875 as a messenger boy at Colusa, later becoming a
te legrapher. ne worked for various railroad companies in the
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capacity of telegrapher and agent in Oregon and California. In
18S1 he married Miss Allie Gillette, daughter of a prominent
pioneer family of Umatilla County Oregon.

Paul was employed as telegrapher in Portland, San Jose and
Fresno. he was manager at Phoenix Arizona, Assistant night chief
at Houston, manager at ~eaumont Texas during the first oil
boom in 1900. In 1901 we find him again in California, at los
Angeles. Until his retirement in 1931 he performed the duties
of repeater chief with a high degree of effiCiency.

Mr Tompkins' active mind refused to stop working when he
retired after nearly half a century with the Western Union. he
became Pr'sident of the Whittier Boulevard Chamber of Commerce,
a suburb of los Angeles. In this capacity he was especially
active in civic agitation leading up to the construction of the
Sixth Street bridge across the "'os Angeles hiveI' which is still
designated as the -Tompkins l:lridge by those fellow citizens who
worked with him for its building.

Followi~g Christian Science services in RiverEide, interment
was in the Odd Fellows cemetery in Los Angeles, near t he scene of
many of his activities.

Surviving are his widow Mrs Allie Tompkins; a son Thomas
l:lrooks Tompkins, a /lister Tllrs A G Wilkins, and two grand-
daughters Vir&inia ~e and Patricia wae Tompkinc of San Jose
California. J:.nditem.

There is one story that must not be omitted in writing of
our good friend Paul Tompkins. Ivhile at "hoenix Arizona when
with the Western Union there, a man was to be hanged at the
State prison on a charge of murder. The Seriff of another county
c;,ught the real murderer, and had his confessioQ. The innocent
man was to be hanged at midnight, per orders fro.] highest
authority. The only way to prevent the man from being hung
was for t he Governor of Arizona to send;] telegr;]ph preventing
the execution.

Paul had the tele[ram and s€mt it to the Warden of State
prison that the real murdered had been caught and had confessed.
The warden said that he would be forced to hang the other man
at midnight unless the governor said not to do so • .Paul went
hunting for the governor. lie was out of the city on a hunting
trip an6 not expected back for several day. P,.ulllent after the
LieuteniJnt Governor. lie found him, asleep, and Paul says, dead
drunk and could not bo even half wat aroused. P,ulw as worried
now. he hunted for the Attorney g€'llera1, and other officials and
could not find ,~ single one who could c,)unterman the order to
hang the memat midnight.

At eleven thirty that night, Paul sent a telegram to the
'itlarden, ordering the execution stayed ao the real murderer had
been caught. He signed the telegram, Priul G C;:'ompkins,Acting
Governor of Arizona.

The man was saved, but very few 0 us know that Peul G Tompkins
1iias for a hlaf an hour, the Acting Governor 0 f Arizona •

• • •
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"Fox Joe'! Tompkins
of New Jersey.

This was JosSPh Tomkins son of John Tomkins, often spelled Tomp-
kins of New ersey, which Joseph married Berthiah Freeman.
We took these notes from a lery interesting booklet on the New
Jersey branch by Dr Charles .DrownTompkins, a descendant.
This Joseph had considerable property in New Jersey, which was

seized by the British in the Revolutionary War. lle was one of the
"most energetic" fighters in the Colonial forces.
When the state was being over-run by the British a committee of
12 of the colonials was appointed to consider what was the best
interest of the Commonwealthin that time.

At the meeting, eleven of them were in favor of giving up
the cause, thInking that it was useless to strive arainst the
power that was over them. But Joseph Tomkins declared he would
never submit to British nIle over hlm, and after further discussion
they decIded to flght it out.
After this, for eight months Joseph Tomkins did not care to re-

main in his own house Over a night, and by his cunning in always
avoiding the British scouts whowere frequently sent to capture
him, received the name of "Fox Joe.". The Tories in that section
also desired his death and laid the troubles of the state to his
actions.
After peace was declared he recovered most of his property. In

organizing the new government, and !:tinging the colonies under one
government! he took a leading part. I'e belonged to the Essex
County Mihtia.

He found in the New Jersey Historical S lciety Library at
New8rk an item from the Weekly Mercury of ::'ecember 27 1773 which
certainly must refer to Fox Joe. It says: Aoout three years ago Mr
Joseph Tomkins of Newark Mountains, in foddering his cattle, lost
a lmife he had in his hand in t he hay. He searched for it but in
vain. And this Fall, having occasion to kill one of his cows,
found t he same lmife in her body. It had rot through t hr paunch
2m] stuck fast in her brisket, and the flesh had grown over part
of it. However titrange t his account may appear, t he aut hent icy of
it need not in the least be doubted.

• ••



386Three Tompkins brothers, Colonels
of the Army.

We hccve a newspaper clippeng from the Baltimore Sun dated Febru.
ary 7 1939. It speaks of t he death of Colonel Selah R H Tompkins.
who for a long time was with the 7th Cavalry.
We had heard of this redoubtable old soldier ever since we first

enlisted in the regular army in 1899 at Fort Same Houston Texas.
All the old soldiers called him "Tommy" rot his nickname was

"Pin kwhiskers" because he ad a red beard and moustache. He was
son of General Charles H Tompkin~' who himself was quite a noteble
figure in the Civil War da)'s, when he led a foray from Washinp:ton
up to ar"und Falls Church.~

General Charles H Tompkins, known as "Dare Devil Charley," had
three sons and they all became Colonels in the regular army. and
we had the honor of serving with all three of them at different
times. Colonel Frank Tompkins was with us in c''uba in the army of
Cuban .l'acification; Tommy, at Fort Sam houston, and Daniel D was
our commanding officer <" t Fort Brilv!Il~exas when he was a Major.

After we began to gather delta for our first book tve Tomkins-
~ompkins GenealogJ, We discovered Colonel Frank in ermont as
he was then I' etired. He remembered us at Army headquarters in
Havana where vie had talked together several times. C,)lonel Frank
help a great deal in preparing OUT' first book with family data,
of which he had a great deal.

Wemay al~o mention that G~neral Charles H Tompkins had one
daughter, Julie Hobbie Tompkins who also gc.ve us a great deal of
information and with whomwe maintained a corresponcence for many
years. Wemust say that this lady was one of the most gracj ous and
ac'mirable ladies we have ever known.

fut of the redoubtable "Tommy" so cal:4ld both by his own family
and thousands of regular army men, we heard D great deel. We
know that in 1902 he married Dolores Mul:4lr at Havena "uba the
daughter of s Staff Officer who had been with General Weyler of
the Spanish army in Cuba.

But long before ever knew this we heard in the ermy that Tommy
once had fought a duel in Cuba with a Spanish army officer. The
family never mentioned this in fJlI the corresponr1ence we had
with them. Ebt inasmuch as he married the dtughter of Spanish
army officer, we would guess he won the duel, because he did
marry tee lady.

Colonel Frank wa",wounded iU World ltlar I in France and had
a distinguished service record, a fine man and soldier. We knew
him well.

I had the dubious honor of peing reprimanded by Colonel
Daniel D. It was at Brownsville Texas on the .Jle:.tican border. I
was Master Serpeant of Signil Corps at Fort brown, and first
sergeant of the Signal Compa~ythat maintained the telegraph
system leading up to leredo Iexas along t"e Rio Grande, tho we
kept probably sixty men at Fort brown.

It so happenc the Qua!termaster had a scarcity of army
shoes and mine were very well worn having had t hem since the
beginning of the war. '1'hey claimed they did not have any shoes
of my size, t 1/2. So I wore tennis shoes and Colonel Daniel D
caught me down town with tennis shoes on. He stopped me and was

~ --~ ......~ ----_...._~----......_.......-..._---~.-._~-



surprised than an old soldier as I certainly was, s1-ould
not be properly dressed and wear army shoes. I ~old him of my
struggle with the Quartermaster Sergeant. The Colonel ordered
me to go immediately and tell the Quartermaster that if they
did not have shoes my size, to get some from Fort Sam "ouston
and send in t he order by telegraph. He did not ask my name,
so we did not discuss the family history, though afterward 'Ire
had severa 1 letters from him. He a Iso served in Word Warwith
the others. I got the shoes. They had some on hand too, it
was discovered.

The article in the BaltilJ)ore SUn is headlined. "Colonel
Pinkwhiskers Dies, Ols School 6valry Officer. Beard and
Mustachio Won Appel12tion for Colonel Tompkins, Knownalso
for ,Biting lenguage."

lhis certain was good description of our beloved Tommy.All
the old soldiers said Tommycoulcl cuss louder 2nd longer and
better than anybody in the army. We say a poem some news"aper
man at El Paso w! 'te about Tommyshortly after Tommydied. 11'1e
cannot find this verse iust now but I rrmember it ended "rith
"and God bless your prof-ene old hide." ~es, Tommywas a hard-
bitten. hard riding typical old soldier of the cavalry in the
hard days of the Indian wars~ the deserts and the mountccins
in the wild days of yore. ""at us c;uote the Baltimore Sun item.

San Antonio Texas Feb 4 1939.
~'!here ever the the-rough-riding men of the old Seventh

Cavalry meet tonight there is sadness, because old Colonel
Pinkwhiskers, 76, a cavalryman of the carbine and saber school,
who rode at their head, is dead. The War Department had him
listed as Colonel Selah R .HTompkins, but to the men and the
officers of the Seventh v:'>valry he was known as Colonel

Pinkwhiskers because of his pinkish beard and splendid mus-
t achios, and hi s bit ing language.

Death came to the retired Colonel last night. To cavalrymen
his name meant action. He was the stuff of tradition and anec-
dote. His gift for expletive broui'ht him e sort of an immortillity.
The Colonel still believe with the dictionary that the word
cavalry meants "mounted troops." He strongly opposed motorizing
cavalry units.
Once in the r'hilippines, old soldiers reCAlled at Fort Sam

houston tonight, he was given four hundred cavalry recruits and
told to mould them into a fighting unit. After a few eeks his
superi or officer sent a note in0uiring how things were going.
Colonel Tompkins sent the follOl.,ing reply: " I have four hundred
men who had never seen a horse, and four hundred horses that
had never seen a man, and twelve officers who had never seen a
man or a horse • Nowwhat shall I do?"

Colonel Tompkins was born in Washington, just a stone ..s throw
from the War De~rtment office. His ancestors bad been cavalry
men for seven generations, and his father vias General Charles H
Tompkins, a Civi 1 War officer who led the charge on Fairfax Court H
House Virginia. So end the news ite':! about OUr grand old Tommy,
a real old time, rugged and durable cavalryman.

~ -~; -- .. -- -
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John Grant Wilson Tanpkins
of Virginia.

From Charleston WVa Daily Mail, but date not noted:
The article had a pen drawing of John Grant Wilson Tompkins, with
glasses, a moustache and one of Rachel Maria Grant (Mrs Hilliam
Tompkins and aunt of General Ulysses S Grant), and of the "Old White
House, "and of Melrose mentioned in the item. It says:

The delbru~ion by fire of the John Tompkins house "Melrose"
at Glasgow last Friday removes another of the once fine old
landmarks mentioned :4i Ruth Woods Dc:ytoQ's "Pioneer Horns in the
Upper Kanawha." A relic of the early 70's and the Gay Nineties,
the brick mansion fell a victim to neglect and indifference. Like
an honored old citizen that outlived his time, its end cee at
last, and today it is a gutted shell whose shattered windows,
like blind eyes, seem to stare sadly upon th town and the great
power plant that hns gro'l'IDup on its once fertile soil.

When !1r J G WTompkins wilt his red brick house on the hillside
at the East end of the Morris farms, his cousin, Ulysses S Grcmt,
another eX-farmeri was sitting in the 1tlhite House in Washin['ton,
viewing wit h comp acency the corrupstion of his administration
and the approach of the e;reatest money nanic in our history. One
year aft er 1'lelrose was campleted, "Black Friday" occurred, and
banks began to fall all over the land.
The land on ~{hich John 'l'ompkins built was the original tract
laid out by \/illiam Morris, the first settler in the valley. Aftf?r
passing to Aaron Stockton, it was sold to ,alliam and Rachel Grant
Tompkins, who wilt a larr:e brick house at the mouth of Kelly'S
Creek. On t he hi 11 above Cedar Grove, st ood an 0 ld three st ory
frame tavern built by l'lilli2.m Morri- Jr in 1790. From 1840 to the
end of the C;i,vil War, the Tompkins family operated the famous ok
','Ihite House J<armsTavern.

The tcevcrn was a stare stand and the horses were kept in ;J large
barn directly in front of the big house. The hou~e was painted
white, a novelty thn those dEIYsof unpainted log cabins. The tavern
re[':ister, still in existence, contains the names of famous men
lik~ H- nry Clay, and Rufus King, and scores of the wealt hy gentry
from t he deep South.

The big tavern ViaS presided over by Colonel Henry Tompkins amd
his brother Joseph. Both men are buried in the grave yard behind
the house site. The t,wern was evic1,ently kept in operation during
the Civil War days, for a register shows that General Scammon,
General Crook, and various Federal officers often stopped there for
mea15. One ent ry dat ed 1864 shm-rst he name8 of ~1rs Rutherf ord B
Hayes and children and nurse, and Dr Joe Webb of the 23rd Ohio
regiment, brother of ~1rs Hayes.

'Irs Rachel Tompkins, Mistress of the farm, protected her
home from the depred,:t ions from Union troops through her kinship to
General Grant (his aunt RT), and from Confederate parties because
he..r son Charles was in the Hebel i.,rmy. IVIrsTompkins was intensely
pro-Rebel. At t he beginninp: of the "Tar she had written Grant's

si\'fl;er, her niece, "If you are wit h t he accursed Linco lnites the
bonds of consanguininity are forever dissolved." Grant heard o!q
this but bore no ill will, and sent a letter of protection and
Went on to win the war for Mr Lincoln.
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Mrs Rachel TOOlpkinsdied about 1$77. She had already divided

the fann between John and Preston, her sons. John taking the
eastern section. John began his new home by tearing down the old
White House Tavern, using some of the timbeJ's in construction of
r-ielrose. He first tllilt the back wing and used it until his
marriage to his cousin );11ss Amelia Caldwell Tompkins of Danville
Kentucky. With her dowry the bride built the front of red brick,
some sma11 brick houses, and landscaped the !l:rounds. The remainder
of the old house went into a servant's house lstill standing) and
a large barn in the ho1low•

When finished Melrose was a plD.ce of beauty. Set on a gently
rising hill-side above t he turnpike, and in a grove of treesi it
became a show-place for passers by. The interior was tastefu 1
furnished in the style of the period in rosewooi; paneling, rosewood
carved chairs and mohair uphostery. line Aubussin rugs and carpets
covered the floor. The stairway was of valnut and the front door "TaS
imported tinted glass with designs of ferns, Behind the house and
set in the hillside was a stone wine cellar with ston' sholves. The
smaller buildings were a flower conservatory, carriage house and
office.

From the Isle of Jersey, Mrs Tompkins imported blOOded cattle.
An old photograph sh0\1s the herd on t he lawn in 1885. Also in t. his
photo are Mrs Tompkins, her carriages and her fav')rite horse, old
P2ul; l'l1rPreston TompkinS, Mrs Julia Garrett, Ann Hudson, John
Rudnall caretaker, and Della, a servant.

On the hillside, across the hollow, a vineY2rd grew deliciOUS
grapes which were shipped by steamboat to the Western cities. Grain,
cattle, hogs and orchards made the farm self-sustaining. An attempt
to grow tobacco resulted in failure. For years the large tobacco
barns sotted t he fa rm.

In t he late 70' s t. he Tompkins opened one of t he first COa1 mines
in the KanawhaValley, mining the famous Ced2r urove se2m. A large
brick store (still stimdi11g) serve' the miners an,-' the surrounding
region. Coal mining was by hand and t he co' 1 "as s hipped in wooden
barges. A steamboat, the Virgie Lee, o"med by another brother,
Captain Willl2l!1 Tompkins, an d the Ida fudd, Captain, John Sentz,
handled the towing. Thrnugh the 80's the mines prospered, and laid
the foundation for the fortune lrft by John Tompkins.

The only child of John and Amelia Tompkins died in infancy. From
Kentucky Hrs Tompkins brought a small niece to live ~lith them The
child is a n~mesake ElOci st ill living in New York. l"inr carriages
took the family on visits to Charleston Dnd homes alonf the v8l1ey.
Visit ors Camefrom hentucky ant: stclyed for months. Life £'lo"e<;
f:/1:.tJ:y ~:jll: h~'l:):.IJ.J~Y'i'rl~-IJ1,'\S''2 ,:.c;~ r'~r'~~~uElp~'~lnssuffered a stroke.
For years she was an invalid. She died in 1896.

A few years later John Tompkins m2YTied again to rass Nellie Blair.
It VJaS at this time tD-E,tMelrose got its reputation for being
haunted. A hired man, resented the ne", mistress, attached threads To
pictures of t he departed Mrs Tompkins, and when the ne"lly weds ~Jere
sitting by the fire theyw ere horrified to see the onlarc;ed portrait!'
swinging and bumping on the ,.,all. r'lr Tompkins immediately removed to
Chcrleston to a fine houee on Kanawha Boulevc:rd.

The yard became overgro~m with weeds and underbrush. The only son
cared little for the place. At his death the property went to his
wid01'1 a native of California. A Small city, Glasgow grew up,on the
site of the farm.

Ie.st Monday, in a cloud of smoke, the slate roof fell inm and
the house became a hollow ruin •

•••

I',': ,
' ,

i
. ~i



L ______ ---- -_--~.~. ~!::' :!:_::::!_====:::::::~"'''::'J
390

JONATHAN GRIFFIn 'l'Cl-1PKINS.

\'Ie find three versions of parentage of Jonathan Griffin
Tompkins of New York 1736-1$23. Edward Tompkins of Oald.and Calif
in 1$96 queried for information and gave his father as one
NathanieluTompkins: William Peterson Tompkins b. 1$26 son of
,Tonathan riffin, son af Caleb son of Jonathan Griffin as above,
says the 1st Jonathan riffin Tompkins was son of Stephen Tompkins.
This apparent ly account ofn old error in records which baBe
been corrected. The said lst Jonathan Griffinwas son of Joshua
as shown in our Clan of Tomkyns, and in Tomkins-To~npkins Genealogy.

A work in the los Angeles Public Library, which is also stated
in other works elsewhere says:
Jonathan Griffin Tompkins was named at birth Joshua Tompkins,

AFTERHIS FATHER, who removed from l'iestchester to Scarsdal,~ where
a neig~bor, Captain Jonathan Griffin, became interested in young
Joshua, adopted him and had hlln baptised Jonathan ~riffin Tompkins,
later kn0\1I1as Judge Tompkins. He was born at Scarsdale June $ 1736
and died at Vlhite Plains May 22 1$23.

He made his entrance into public life with Governeu Horris, as
a member of the Westchester County Committee called May $ 1775, to
elect delegates for the Provincial Congress. He vTaS commissioned
Adjutant of the 2nd Regllnent ';iestchester County l-alitia under
ColoneldI'homas October 19 177i, and re-commissioned May 20 177$.
He was a member of the State Convention which adopted the Declaration
of Independence, and the first constitution of the state of New York;
member of NewYork Assembly of 17$0-$2 also of 17$6-$7; also for
many years first Judge of t he Court of CommonPleas for Westchester;
and one of the regents of the University of NewYork from its found-
ation in 17$4 until his resignation in 1$05. He wao also one of the
trustees of the PresbyterL1I1 Church at Whitr Plccins at it c incorpora-
tion Febru~ry 1" 17$$. H e married October 27 1758, Sarah, daughter
of Caleb Hyatt who died April 22 1816. Had 18rge f8IDily.

u
We have a copy of the will of Jonathan riff in Tompkins sent us

by Colenel RaymondTaylor Tompkins U S Army, retired. vie Also saw
this will in ';lhite Pla,ins. fut years Inter ~Ihen we wrote to County
Clerk at White Plains for copy of this wHI, they replied they did
:lOt have any such will. 'JIe also got some rough treatment there
once before "Then~re \~anted some information, and they told us to
"Go to Albany and get it." Wehope t here are nm~ more efficient
and courteous employees at White Plains than fo:nnerly. Apparently
it saves a lot 0: energy to writ aqrl say thF'Y didn't have it than
it was to give us a chance to get a copy.

The will is as follO\'Ts:Colonel RaymondTaylor Tompkins got it
from Surrogate's office at White Plains.

In the"n.ame o=:God, Amen, I, Jonothan Griffin Tompkins of the
TOvffiof Scarsdale, County of Westchester, ante State of NewYork, do
make this my last WIll and testament, in manner and form as follo~!s:
viz: I order my Executors herein after named to pay all my just
debts, and funeral charges, and carrying this will into e£fect. I
givl' and bequeath unto my son Enoch TompkinS, all my wearing apparel,
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and I desire my Executors herein after named, to sell all my
Estate (except such as I have disposed of in t his my will)
at their discretion, either at private or public sales, and
collect all monies due to me on bonds, notes, and book debts.
I give and bequeath unto my wife Phebe Tompkins five hundred
dollars and all t he stock, household goods and furniture that
she brought to me after our marri2ge, and also all the furniture
that came to her by the death of her mother Jane Morrell, and
all the homespun linen, woolen and bedding that she has made
since our marriage (except such as has been made up for wearing
apparel and bedding) all of which several legacies I give unto
her in lieu of all her right of power t hat she may claim to any
part of my Estate of whatever kind or nature soever and not
otherwise.
I give and beqe.ath unto my son Caleb Tompkins two thousand dollars

to be deducted frol':! the two, five thousand dollar bonds that I
hold against him for the puebhase of a farm from me, viz, one
thousand dollars out of each bond so to be understood that he is
to pay only eight thousand dollars when he is bound for ten
thousand dollars. This abatement I make him in consequence of
land having fallen in its value since its purchase. I also give
him all the interest thEtt has accrued or may hereafter accrue on
said Bonds, untill the day of my death upon this condition that
the same be in full compensation for any claim or, demand he may
bring against me for the occupat ion of any part of t he said
ferm from the time of his purchasing the same to the day of my
death and not otherwise.

I also give and bequeath unto my grandson Jonathan Griffin
Tompkins, son of Caleb Tompkins the sum of fifty dollars.
I give and bequeath unto the children of my son Elijah "ompkins

decebsed, the sum of one thousand dollars 9from which is to be
deducted a note of ten dollars which I hold against my son
Elijah) to be equally divided among the whole oi' them share 2nd
share alike, and to be paid to them respectively 1'Thenthey shall
arri ve at lawfu11 age, but if eit her of them sha 11 die under
l3.wfull age, then said legacy to be equally divided among all the
survivors share an sh?re alike.

I give and bequeathuunbol the children of my son Enoch Tompkins
the sum of six hundred dollars, said sum to be put nt interest
by my Executors and t he interest arising therefrom I order and
direct my &ecutors to pay unto my son Enoch Tompkins eluring his
life, then I order my Executors to pay the said sum of six hundred
dollars to t he said chi lllren share and share alike.

I also give and bequeath unto Sarah Tompkins daughter of my son
Enoch aaMahogany Tea Table.

I aiso give and bequeath to Sarah Tompkins the daughter of my
brother stephen 'iompkins the sum of two hundred and ten dollars
which my son Enoch owed her, and was unahle to pay to her.

I eive and bequeath unto my son Daniel D Tompkins the sum of
one mmdred dollars and t he picture containing his likeness.
I give and bequeath unto my grandson C"leb Ward the sum of six

hundred dollars
I give and bequeath unto my daughter Nancy Secor, wife of Caleb

Secor the sum of one thou sana dollars.
I give and bequeath unto my daughter Sarah Oakley the sum of one

thousand dollars she being the wife of Benjamin Oakley •

._------~-~----,.,.~ .......
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I give and bequeath unto my son George Washington Tompkins
the sum of fifty dollars with which sum I direct him to purchase
a clock for himself.
It is my will and I desire that my Eilecutors proceed to settle

Illy Estate as soon as they conveniently can, and all the residue
that remains undisposed of I give in the following manner, viz:
To my son Caleb Tompkps, Daniel D TomPkinSiGeorge Washington

'i'ompkins, my daughter ancy Secor wife of Ca eb Secor, and Sarah
Oakley wife of BElnjamifiOakley, and t he children of my son Faoch
Tompkins to be equally divided into six shares and to share
equally share and share alike; and I direct that my Executors to
put at interest with good and sufficient security the sixth
share!" that falls to my son Bnoch's children, and the interest
ari sing the refrOOl•

I order my Executors to pay annually to my son Enoch Tompkins
during his natural life, and after his death I order my Executors
to pay unto his children said share tto be equally divided among
the children of my said son Enoch equally share and share alike
or their survivors.

I have endeavored conscientiously to dispose of all t he property
that God has been pleased to bless me with, as equally and im-
partially as I am capable of and therefore I hope all my children
will be satisfied therwith and live in harmony as becomes
Christians all the days of theit; lives. And lastly I hereby nominF'te
constitute and appoint my sons eorge Washington Tompkins,
Daniel D Tompkins, and my friend Isaac Hunt to be my Executors
to this my last will and Testament, hereby cancelling and
revoking all other will made by me heretofore, and I il'ereby
declare and publish this as and for my last will and estament.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and
affixed my seal this fifth day of May in the year of our lord
one thousand eight hundred and twenty three. In the presence
of us, who have subscribed our names as witnesses in the
presence of the Testator and of each other,

Jonathan G Tompkins (L.S.)
Jesse Fisher. John Spears. Joseph ;'I Tompkins

Westchester County, SSe Be it remebered that on the third day
of June in the year of our lord one thousand eight hundred and
twenty three ete etc, usual statements re witnessed cigning
etc ••

• ••
Colonel RaymondTaylor Tompkins also sent us a copy of the

following statement by William Peterson Tompkins, son of Jon~than
Griffin Tompkins, son of Caleb ~ompkins, son of Jonathan Griffin
Tompkin' the first, subject of this article.

History of the Old Watch.

Jonathan Griffin Tompkins, the father of Gov. Daniel D Tompkins
was bron "une $th 1736, the son of Stephen Tompkins L~rror RT)
residing in iestchester Co NY. He was one of a large family,
and was given by his pare~ts the name of Joshua. Aliong the i'f.--*'s
friends of the family wa onathan Griffin, a resident of SCars-
dale, who took a great liking to the boy Joshua, and begged the
parents to give him the boy to adopt for his son and heir as he
had no children of his own. And when Joshua was wbout ten years
oldt he succeeded in gaining the consent of his parents to his
Sol1cit at ions.
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• The boy's name was then.changed to Jonathan Griffin Tompkins,

retainin[ the Tompkins name. Mr Griffin lived on <l lar[e f[lnn,
and in additellon to his fanning he kept an old fashioned tavern,
at least so far as it was a place for food Me shelter for both
man and beast. AmongGriffin's patrons was an old man whose
occupation was that of b.1yin~ up beef cattle and driving them to
New York market t and Griffin s was his last stopping place, making
the remaining distance his last day's drive. At one time he
st opped "!there \'Tith his drove on a Friday night, anc' on Saturday
morning there was in progress a hard rain storm. In convers8t.ion
the old man told of a dream which he had the night before and
the substance of which was that young Tompkins, then a lad of
about 17 years old, took his cattle and drove them dovll1to the
city for him while he remained here in she Iter unt il the SOCrnI
was over.

The young mana ccepted the challenge and the dream was
fulfilled. 'l'he anxiety of t he drover to have bis cattle driven
dOrm on Saturday evn though the storm, was t\.ro-f~ld, as the law
prohibited him from driving them on Sunday, 2nd I'londey was the
market day of t he week, t.he but chers buying t he mosT of their
supply for the YTeekon thDt day.

Vot long after this occurrence took place, the old drover
stopped again for the night with a drove, and on the following
morning the young Tompkins told of 2 dream rlhich he had on the
previous niGht, the main feature of which was that the old
drover took his watch from his pocket anr. gave it to him, which
the old man instantly did.

Thus ,;;'e have the hisoory of t he ole' EnE;lish "full's Eye"
with the initials J.G.T., engraved on the back, vlhich has passed
dO\'111through the generetions, first to Cc:leb, the eldest son
of Jonathan Griffin Tompkins, then to his oldest son Jonathan
GriffLn Tompkins (my fa.ther) and from him to me.

I carried the watch for a short time in my yount.: days as a
time keeper, 2nd it kept fairly goo,' time when "llowed to
remain quiet but would not bear shaking up which it had to
undereo when carried by a young person.

The exact [lge of the watch is unkno\fll1, but as it ..ras given to
my grf;at grand fc:ther "hen he was only 17 years of "ge, by [ln old
man who probAbly had carried it foy' considerable time, it is
sU'-'pose(' to be well on two hundred years old.

(signed) ':m P To pkins
Januilry 20th 1910, in his 84th year,

Note by RT "olonel R:ymond T;:-,ylorTOl'l;,kins has the ~;atch and
this "bove~rigini 1 statement by Vim P Tompkins. This was riven
to CoL:mel ompkins by said VimP, his great uncle.

~e also have seen a great deal of material re Jonathan Griffin
; ompkins. Once he \flas almost capturec by the English and his in a
swamp, under ~mter, breathing through;:: hollo\fl reed, an old
In6ian trick. ...
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Orlando and Eugene Tompk:l.ns.

Son: of Nathaniel Tompkins and Betsy Hicks. -4ltter from the late
Mrs helen healy of M"sa Arizona to Robert Livingston Nicholson of
Kansas {;;ity 1<10.,both descendants of Tompkins and both ardent re-

searchers in genealogy of OUr and allied families. She says:
b have j~st received a newspaper clipping of 3 columns from the

Me'" edford I\lass., Standard of February 25 1931. Story of the Hicks
fortunes by Wi1liem", E Emery, written for the Morning j,lercury. Here
i~; the data re the Tompkins group.

Adventures of Captain Barney Hicks (whose descendant sent me the
clipping) of Westport Point, Mass., sailed in the merchant service,
making 45 voyages to Santo Domingo and also one to Africa. In his
early life he had many adventures. He was born in 1754 and was the
grandfather of John J Hicks. T,'ihenthe Hevolutionary War broke out he
enlisted as a soldier. After his service in the Colonial army expired
he fitted out a ship at ;Testport for the East Indi" trade. He married
sally Cook of R l., and between 1793 and 1820 twleve chikren were
born to them. Their eldest daughter Betsy Hicks married Nathaniel
Tompkins, and was the mother of OrLqndo Tompkins of Boston and grand-
mother of Eugene Tompkins of Boston, two of the most fDmour theatrical
mDnagers of their day.

Orlando Tompkins and a partner Benjamin ;d Thayer took O\Terthe Bos~'on
Theatre in 1864, !'me!for many ye!lrs the old play-house continued in the
hands of the Tompkins f2mily. M B le;witt, in his .Stage : eminiscences
says the elder Tompkins was c:clled "Soda" Tompkins because he owned
a drug store containing a mammothsoda fo~mtain.

iugene Tompkins entered the theatrical business in an executive
position under his father's (drection. he became a play producer in
1877. The great stage of his theatre which afforded t he amplest
facilities for display he produced many scenic melodramas brought
from LQndonand Paris on a most lavish scale. He was the first producer
of the Charles H Hoyt forces. .-
In addition to the Boston theatre, Nr .ompkins later had the Park

Theatre Boston ,for 5 years. Vlith E G Gilmore, he purchased the Academy
of Busic in • ew York City, ,~hich turned out to be c,n enormousll.
profitable enterprise, and also had the Fifth Avenue Theatre, 'ew York
City. "'1' Tompkins was .'\ great friend of John Jay Hicks. Ilis death
occurred in Boston Februc,ry 1909, after [' surgic.'\l operation. He
left a fortune in excess of' oneJl1illion doll",rs. -nd item.

One of these we be lieve "ias rlando, died becDuse of a fall from
the stage into the orchestra pit. Probably was standing nenr edge
to eonsider effect of' a rehearsal •

• • •
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William Tompkins of Va
m. Rachel Maria Grant.

There has been considerable difference of opinion as to the
the identity of this William Tompkins. fut Mrs Charles Mathews
of ~wisburg Virginia, a grand daughter of John Tompkins, who
married Permelia 'WelSh, agrees with us that the lOilliam who
married Permelia Welsh was son of William Tompkins and Mary
Michie. So do several other records of Virginia. We can not for
a moment ouest ion t his fact.

We sl18.ll quote a little later in this article, a letter
from William Tompkins of Van Wert Ohio d8ted 1915 wherein he says
that his grand-parents William Tompkins and Rachel Maria Grant
and that the William Tompkins who married Aachel GraUl; was son
of Charles Tompkins and Rebecca Ann Stockton who was sister of
General Aaron Stockton. This certainly seems to be incorrect,
wt it is not surprising a man can err as to who his great-.
g rand-parents were.
Of a differing opinion, AmandaVirginia Tompkins who wa~ aunt

of Mrs Mathews of lewisburg, said the father of William Tompkins
who married Rachel Maria Grant 1. Was one Christopher Tompkins who
would have to be born about 17)5.
AftE:r 25 years of research we have not found a single thing to

indicate that Charles who.m. Stockton was father of William m.
Rachel Crant; nor that William m. Mary }Uchie was son of a
Chtlilopher Tompkins.

Wemaintain that t he William who married Mary Michie was the
same I'Jill$am Overton Tompkins son of William Tompkins and !~ancy
Overton Cosby. This theorf' is supported by the letter from
James DunkumTompkins as quoted shortly. Until the contrary is
proved we must continue to believe that our version is correct.

The William Tompldns of Van Wert Ohio speaks of t he Grant
book which he had been unable to get a copy. We found this ]'ook and
the compiler has confused a William Tompkins of Germantown NY

with the William of Virginia. who married into the Grant family,
as his wife was !\achel 1-1aria Grant aunto f General U S Grant.

To speak plainly, the Grant data is incorrect as regard this line.
Wefound full data on this other William of New York. They married
into Grant family also rot it was not t he same line as our Virgini/;
connection with the Grants. A comparison with the Grant records
and other Virgni, records will disclose this fact very plainly.
See the Grant records re William Tompkins m. Catherine Maria

lasher.
Mrs Mathews also dec lares t hat her ancestor William Tompkins

was a descendant~ which we believe is correct, Or Nicholas
Martieu the French lUguenot much mentioned in history.

The Gmt book says : A Quaker from Connecticut had Enoch
Tompkins who had Aristides who had William m. Ma.1a Catherine
Maria lasher and m. 2nd Mary Michie. We looked up the Germantown

William Tompkins who married Catherine lasher and he had:
lucy m. Philip H Coons
Mary Elizabeth m. J WRocker-feller
Franklin
Morris.
Augusta m. Charles H Coons.
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The following letters from Mrs Charles G Mathews we will

copy to preserve her ideas in this permanent record: She was
Harriet B Tompkins, see Clan of Tomkyns:

John Tompkins born Ap1 6 1791 Hanover County Va. (Note by
RT we made a special trip to Hanover County to try solve this
question. We found no records of thet section prior to 1866.
Notations in country records there and New tent County also say
all records were sent to Richmond for safe-keeping during the
Civ1 war and were destroyed by fire upon the evacuation of the
city an(~ the big fire there, when the Confederates left. See the
article in this book re the Virgilia records so destroyed.

To resume Mrs Mathews' letter:
After the death of his father when John was about 12 years old
his mother married Peter Mac Arthur. John and his brother WilHam
two years younger, were s 0 indignant t hat they run away to .'entucky.
I don't know just when b.1t William went to Kanawha County Virginia,
now West Virginia, and established himself in a lovely old house
which he called Cedar Grove. He married Rachel Grant.
My grand-father John, after living in Glasgow Barren County

KentuckYi Came to what was then Mercer County *entucky an" the town
of Danvi la, which is now in Boyle County. He was a large land owner
and slave owner a very prgsperous man. His first wife was Mary
Brown, daui':hter of James, rown, the first Secretary of State for
Kentucky. After her death he married Permeli~ Welsh of Glasgow.
I have seen a deed recorded in Harroc st own, , Mercer County Kentucky
from James L>rownnaming his "beloved son John Tompkins" The deed is
dated 1822, after his marriage to Perme1ia Welsh, my grandmother.

The house on this land was a large brick containing twanty seven
rooms. I was horn there as were all of us except Anabel, my
younger sister. This house burned some years ago. I have some of
the furniture that belonged to my grandfather.

William Tompkins, the father of John who married I'1ary Michie, was
a direct descendant fo Nicholas Martieu, the French liuguenot who
came to Virginia in 1620, and lived at what is now Yorktown. His
plantation consisted of all the land around. Dr John Stoudt's book
Nicholas Martiau, the Adventurous Huguenot, th military engineer
and the earliest American ancestor of George Washington. His
daughter Elizabeth married Lieut George Heade, a scion of the well
!nown English family of t he Reads of; Facombe.

Joyce Reade, the daughter of Co1li"orge and Elizabeth married
Christopher Tompkins in 1728. Y,1\1see t he line is direct. There has
2Jways been a ChristopherJ. William and John. Grandfather's second
wife was my grandmother, 1-'ermelia Welsh who was fifth in line from
lord Stephen Douglas of Scot lDnd. End this letter from Mrs Mathews.

In another letter she quotes from a letter from' her aunt
Aman'a Virginia Tompkins born 1835 and married John Calvin Brown.
Mrs l)rown wrote this in 1921, she says:

I had a fami 1y tree t hat cousin C Q (Christopher quer les RT)
Tompkins gave my father( Th8.t was William married Rachel Grant RT)
and Which was lost in the Seminary fire of 1901. C Q was a first
cousin of my father. (RT they were SECONDcousins) and I thiuk was
educated at WestPoint. He came to West Virginia in my father~s
life-time between 1847 and 1$57, for he visited us at Cedar Grove
(father died in 1857) HE:bought a fam up on Cauley !.lountain,
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and improved it as a West r'ointer would do. It was a

model of order and spotless cleanliness. Aw soon as the Yankees
came into that part of the country, they confiscated the property
and made it headc;uart ers for t heir army. Cousin C Wwas in the
Southern army and he did not return to West Virgini8 rot settled
at Richmond. His eldest son at that time was just a boy, after-
wards a physician at Ricbnond, rot died several years ago.
End of letter from AmandaVirginia Tompkins Mrs John Calvin Brown.

That the MiSIJouri branch was related to the Grant line is proved
by our correspondence some time ago with !vIr James DunkumTompkins,
then •• 0' ninety years of age. Thi' letter dated Oct 29 1939 says:

Relatibe to my grandfather being a relative of General U S Grant,
In 1e6e when Grant made the race for president, my f~ther, being a
strong for the South through the war, Granc.father William 0
Tompkins was in our family a great deal of the time. I remember very
well a talk father had at that time about the candidates.

Grandfather (William Overton Tompkins m. Martha Gilbert) told
fe.ther (Richard Wesley Tompkinst "You Can vote for Grant if you
want to but I will never vote for any man that took up arms e.gainst
the S~th."

!vIrs ames DunlmmTompkins says he never knew exactly how he was
related to Grant, but they were, thet was cert8in.

Re the idea that the Hilliam Tompkins who married Rachel Maria
Grant \'las the son of Charles Tompkins and Rebecca Ann stockton, we
will quote the letter from ~~rWilliam Tompkins of Van Wert Ohio who
said this was so. H e also speaks of t he Grant book which we know
was incorrect as to our particuLir brC'nch. Probcbly he got this
idea from t h t book also, we don ot know • The f amily of Genera 1
Aaron stockton did marry into Tompkins fe>mily rot we do not know
this Charles Tompkins. fut we Can disregard it for we know better.

The letter says:
Van Wert Ohio Oct 10 1915 to 1<lr J Tompkins Esq 109 Cl1ntock Ave
Jackson Michigan.

I enclose you a clipping which I am told was cut from Hichmond
Whig bearing date of 1847, and was copyrighted in 1910 giving this
interesting bit of history of the family you and I have the honor
of being lineal descendants of my Grandfather William Tompkins and
his kother John came to Virginia in le07 and located at Charleston
and Winchester respectively.

Their father was Charles and their mother was Hebecca Ann
Stockton a sister of General stC!ckton of Revolutionary War fame.
Ny grandfather William married lv1iss Eachel M Grllnt, a sister of
Judge Jesse Grant who was father of General U S Grant. I have
many other little bits of history of the Tompkins family and ,....ill

try to locate them and send them to you.
Some years ago a young Episcopal minister of Albany NYby t-he

name of Arthur Grant wrote a history of the Tompkins family. I sub-
scribed for it and received it but loaned it several times and now
Wll unable to locate it. etc. (sgd) William Tompkins.

End of the letter.
Pcrhps a Stockton book will expLiin the mvstery rot we would bet
our version is COrrect. RT.

,-------~---,--.-- ~-'~ . - ..-- ~

• • • •



398
Judge Nathaniel Tompkins of Houlton Maine.

Item from Pioneer Times for September 4 1941.
Nathaniel Tompkins of Houlstonm President of the Maine Senate, and
fonner Speab:r of the Maine !louse of Representativesm was nRmed by
Governor Sumner SWwell, late Tuesday afternoon, to be Justice of
'\the fuperior Court of the State of Maine •• He ,"ill be the first
Houlton man to be so honored by eleveuion to the fuperior Court
bench.

"'1' Tompkins is a native of BridegwJ.ter where he vas born in
1879. He attendtd the public schools there, was g~aduated in the
class of 1$<)$. e pursued his education at Colby L;ollege from
Vlhich he was grar'uatad in 1903, and after a year's interim as sub-
!-1aster at Ricker, entered Harvard law School. In 1907 when he was
graduated he began the practice of ].'lW in Houlton, and to this
practice, outside of hi- absences to attend to his duties as
Eepresentative from Houlton and Senator frol'! Aristook County, he
has devoted his life.

He served Houlton as a member of its Board of Selectmen for two
terms soon after he established his pr2ctice. This was his first
venture :i-nto public life and his last until he became a candidate
for the -'i:lgislature in 1930. He served three susce ssi ve terms in
t.he Maine House, C1nhonor not previously accorded to C1Houlton
repre sent at i va.

!"ollowing a year of retirement from politics, he bcaema a
candidate for State Senator frora A istook County and If'f the field
amone; C1large number of candidates for t he nomination. His try
for re-e lect ion saw him accorded t he same vote of 8pproval
by his constituents and it also resulted in his choice by his
fellows as President of the Maine senCite, h9.ving prevTIously
served as Speaker of the Maine Hwse of Hepresenkitives.

Pl€ had foune' time to serve for several years as President of
the Houlton Savings Bank, and during his incumbency in t he legis-
lature has been a member of or headed mnny important WaY' and l'lean~
he is Past I'laster of I~onument Lodge, a member of t.he r-leduxnekeag

C:JUb, the Houlton Country Club, and the houlton Chamber of Commerce.
• • •

Sylvanus Tompkins.
From Pension Bureau Records.
Claim S.2$914, private, resi. en<:e Cort landt NY~ as

of 1$33, was in Captain Eleazer .r:Qnd's Company, Col Sr'muel
;'rakes's ree;iment Fevolutionary War 1779 t'O 1782.

In 1$32 \-TaS aged 71 applied for pension, born Dutchess 1.,0 NY
1762, Vlhen enlisted residence was Cortbndt, \'iestchester Co NY.
In 1838 his "lido\'! made the claim •

In 1$35 Treasury j;epartment authorized payment of uncl.'limed
pension money to
Henry Tompkins, one of the sons of Sylvrtnus '~o;npkins deceased
on rolls of New York City.

End pO:1sion office record this mc'n•
•••
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Huldah Amelia Tompkins.

An article in the Edgefield Advertiser of about 1940, is about
our [':ood cousin lJuldah. It says:

In 1$65, when eneral Sherman had directer the march of his men
from Atlanta towards Commbia, "the rebel city," the news arrived
in Edgefield that the course of the redentless and destructive
Unionist army was uncertain, and that its ccpproach might be
expected at any time. There was general disturbance and commotion
during which much fine silver and other vamables found a secure
burial place.

School then in session at the Edgefield AC2demywas dismissed
with exciting clamor. One of the pupils attending the Academy and
who experienced this abrupt and discomforting occasion was Miss
Huldah Amelia Tompkins, then in her sixteenth year. After the
dismissal, she ",it h severa 1 f'r:iends, immediately began their
journey homeward. There was no other means of transportation
available, and with a natural excitement they started walking.
i:owever after E.everal miles t hey were becoming \,"earisome, and
they were picked up by an old slave driving a wagon, and were
carried the remaining distance. Miss Tompkins' home was EJ mile
and a half from Pmm Branch.

This lady, nOl....l'Irs Warren, and eighty six years old, relates
this as her most vivid recollection of the War Bet't,'een t he States,
and refers to it humorously, as if it was a needless ant icipation.

IvIrsWarren's father was Jack Tompkins (John 'darren Tompkins)
and her mother was Elizabeth Allen Tompkins. She was bron at Fruit
Hill, where also her mother was born. Nr Jack Tompkins' family
lived neeI' Fmm Branch, his father being being Colonel James S
Tompkins. The Tompkins home is supposec' to he,ve been the first
house to be painted in the entire section.

Nrs warren first entered school in Edgefield in 1859. In 1$66
the f8mily moved to Cokesbury, and in 1869 to Center Springsr.

Mrs Warren s f8mily had a distinguished military record. Ilr'r
father was a Colonel in the State Hilitia, and served throughout
the war. l:ter six uncles ",ere also in the ",ar; one, Captain Robert
Tompkins being killed Ft Antietc'm. Genere:l 1'1 'd Gary was in command,
and a singul;Jr fact is th2t lVII'sWarren"S rmsb,-Ind, engaged in the
same battle} was ordered as detail to carry off the body and bury
it. (Note by RT. ::i3 body vias brOUGht bac!: to Parksville and is
buried in t be Tompkins burying grounc' : t Farksv.i.lle) •

A favorite pastime during the 'fIar for the ic'18 young ladies,
)Iirs Warren re lates, was m,-,kingmolasses candy, and parching pe<::-
nuts. There was a shortage of rood and coffee was perh8ps the
luxury par e18ellence. At each mea~ the cook woul,' be emphatica~ly
instructed to count out the grains of coffee, and add a proport~onal
amount of parched wheat.

I,lrs ','[arren was asked if present day life was more desireable
than the pre-war era. Her opinion is that the life of the Old
South is still without parallel. And humorously she says that the
servants left very little work for the young ladies, and even the
toil of dressing themselves was left to thdr choice.

lJIrs ,'Jarren was married in 1$73 to Frcmcis lolarion ;Jarren. IJIr
Warren died in 192$, the period of their married llie being 55
years. Her present attractive home, with fertile and desireable
fnrm lands conveniently loc~ted has been her borne since her marriage.
Always as hospitable as the typic~,l Southern country home, it
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has long been a central resort for many congenial friends and
neighbors. At one time the the Bouknight's Ferry road,~which
passes the vlarren home, was a prominent thoroughfare. t led
from Augusta 1;0 Bouknight' 5 Ferry ort t he SaJuda River •.

14rs Warren's children are:
Mrs Oscar ~right
lo\rs Jeff 1;lright,
Hrs Walter Allen
Miss Lizzie Warren
Hiss Kitty Warren
Frank Warren
John Warren

The other son Bob Harren died about 8 years ago.
John Warren ~las a 1-1ajor in the v:orld War (I). His record in

service is out standing. His promotion to Lieuteni'.J1t Colonel
having been received.

Mrs '/varren has been a most devoted mother to her laree family.
One of her avocations has been her love of flowers, and she
gives her flower garder assiduous attention, bringing to perfect-
ion snap drDgons and other plants as large as thofe of florists.
I\lrs l.'larren has a vigorous mind. Her spirit hRs al\1ays been that

of a staunch pioneer. Her strong character and beloved dispositi;1D
are lichts of gr<:\ce and triumph. End of article.

Our cousin Ib.1ldah hac' the Bible of our grandf<Ither Colonel
S Tompkins. In one of see':eral letters to u:,>she sain:

nl-Tyseco:d son Frank, is :narried end lives near. He married
TUss Bessie IVlontague of Virginia, hlt her family were living
in Florida Hhen he married her. She has helped me get this
record for you. I could not have done it 'fTithout her help as she
had 50 much experj.€nce in t hi r sort of \,/ork • n

And 50, Mrs Harren's son Frank who Innrried Bessie Montague,
very probably still has our grandfather' Bible, and thus as
in many many other instances, our fMllly Bille has passed into
the hands of those who do not bear our name. Eventually it mc'y be
lost entirely to the Clo.n of Tomkyns.

'.Ie once upon ~ time, anci of course more thr,n once, hnve wished
that some sort of a fc~n.Lly associcltion would be for~ned, and \"hicl'
association yrould g"ther in one place, and keep in some secure,
fire-proof plc'1ce, the so mnny Bibles, anei other Tompkins records
th2t they v:o'lld not be lost to us. But these records do pass away
from Tompkins. ThOse who no doubt may be closely reloted to us,
'Hill treasure these records as they deserve to be, but in several
generations, the holders \'Till in ~.. vague sort of : way, remember
hearing the name Tompkins, somevlhere, someti:ne. [1>'tthat wLll be
obout nIl. There are some Tompkins Associptions, we h2ve heard of
three, but they meet and of course snjoy meeting PEain, l:ut it
is larvely :) soci~l gnthering. We do not knoH iF conyof these
heve 2ny record "That ever of fami ly history t or ~lho keeps it, and
where they may be founel. Perh[!ps there will be such a group
some day, hlt it will poss1ble be too little And too late. Weare
hc!PI'Ythat in our rep-prds thnt "liE be found in the Filson CJub
files at Louisville !\(l:ntllcky will p,ive a foundation. And the
census records of n~j-n-days will five details if one has the
time and patience to e:et after it. ~'je hope so, anyhow.

~-_..
_________ - • ..e.'.~

- .-
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Since typing the preceding page, we have discovered in the
16 inch high $tack of notes and papers, the continu8tion of
cousin Huldah s letter. It must be recorded here. She goes on to,say:

My husb,md Frank M Warren was a member of Uncle Bob's company,
'nd ~TaS detailed with three other IlI8IIbers to carry him from the
field an. bury him, marking the place so his body' could be brought
back home, w!'ich ~Ias done a short while after. lily father, t, ...o
uncles Bob and Gus (Richard Augustus RT), two cousins "Big Jim"
and Dan (uncle Sam s son) were all members of Company B of
Hampton's legion. father was a prisoner at Fort Delaware a long
time.

Now I will write about my own family. I am living on the same
farm my husband owned when we were wed. Two daughters are still
with me, three others are married and have families livin~ near.
Two of them ~re widows. My oldest son Robert ~~ ••• m Tompkins warren
died in 1927. Ny secon: son Frank is married and lives near. ¥e
married Miss bessie Hontague, but her fam~ily were liVing in
Flordda when he married her. She has helped me get this record
for you.

r.1yyoungest son John volunteered at the beginnin[ of the World
'Ilar and after training at Fort Oglethorp was cOITL"!1issionedCrptain
of Comp.cnyF 32l,th Infantry Slst Division, kno"l0 as the Wild Cat
ivision. ""e ."sked Overseas and lTaS in the front line of b8ttle

,,,hen tho armistice was signed, and was prnmoted to Hajor "Ihile
over there. tie is nO"1travelling salesman for the Goodrich
Auto Co, and is locate6~ in Greenville Tenn. I am sendinp these
papers on 8nd I wi 11 write a letter bter, I have so many things
to tell you. Cousin Huldah.

This family hisotry is copied from our Stote Newspaper:. In
the list of those who graduated L, 1826 is
'rhom[ls B TOffi'lkins of Edgefield. Four of his nephews were grciduilted
Samuel S Tor'lpkins l$lfO, F !\ TOMpkins 1$49, R A and R WP Tompkins
1$55, D A : nd J B TOl'1pkins in 1$69, A L To;'pkins in 1872, R A
Tompkins ~r 1$$3, Frank G Tompkins L.L.B., 1$9$, His son F G
Tompkin,s Jr 1930, five generptilms of the fpmily that attended
the University of 00uth Carolina. ,

Sod of Cousin ffuliit.h s letter •

~.------~--~---~--_._----- .....,~,--
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Dr James Glover Tompkins.
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From Edgefield Advertiser Sep 4 1935.
The names Tompkins, Dozier and Glover bespeak a culture

distinctive in Edgefield County History, D,culture inseparable
from Edgefield's prominent past. Dr James vlover Tompkins,
scion of old Zdgefield, participant in and witness to its
da~rkest period and exemplary product lIlf its true culture, holds
the veritab~ throne of grace, and honor, in 8 newer and changed
Sdgefield. f it mie;ht be judged that men are products of their
ages, one is led to think highly of Old Eggefield.

Dr Tompkins was born on the 2nd day of April, 1853 near Plum
~"ranch where his father Henry WTompkins, Dnd his grandfather
James Tompkins lived. His mother was lilargar,l;)t Ann Glover. When
he was seven years old the family moved to lexas. At that period
there was a notable exodus to t, he West, and espcially to Texas •

Henry \'i Tompkins and Dll his brothers served in the War, one
of his brothers being killed in battle. In 1868 the family removed
and Came to live in Edgefield. The nest year Dr Tompkins entered
i<:dgefield Academy, R 0 Sams being instructor. In 1$70 he started
clerking in the general store of S H Manget, but the follOWing
year he entered Kings I.lountain I-lilitary School at Yorkville S.C.

Furthering his education with the best adv,mtages of' that early
period he \-Ient to Eastman's Commercial College in the state of
Ne~lYork in 1$72, and finished in the same year, In the t~IO years
succeeding~. he held a position as bookkeeper in Augusta. Returning
to Edgefiel.d, he clerked in Penn's Drug Store, and iJt:'he end of
the fourth year there, with a practical ;'::1o\-lledgeof medicine, he
took the examination for drugg.ist. In July leel, after s:ix years
service as clerk ane registered druggist in Penn'~; iJrug Stores,
he began reading medicine under Dr J \Ii Hill.

])r Tomnkins relates that his choice of professions \';hich led to
his study~g medicine was inspirational. \'Ih1le a drugrist it
happened th,;t he was asked on tw,) occasions one night to attend
t~1O emergency pa.tients. They were rather in critical condItion.
T!r Tompkins remembers distinctly the names of the patients, the
medicines administered, and the indispositi ons. After successfully
performing these nocturn.cl services, Dr Tompkins was ridinv home
with Dr Hill, 8nd the lc:tter ~Isked him "Thy he had not chosen t.he
profession 0" medicine. Dr Tompkins reply to Dr hill was that he
did not consider becoming his competitor. But Dr hill tid not
permit t his fine fee ling to lay at h'<lart t he course of so ppromis-
ing a career. .

After reading medicine several months under Dr 1ftll Dr Tompldns
entered the l'iedic."ll LepClrtment of the University of Ne~l York in
September 1881 and gradue,ted in 1883. During the following four
years he was in partnership with Dr Hill. After an interval of
about three years~ they resumed partnership which lasted until
1$98, when Dr r'ill soleI out to Dr R A Marsh.

The pursuit of learning was not a smooth and unint' ,r;upted
course for Dr Tompkins, nor was it r primary pursuit. lh' pursuit
of liberty was then an unmistaken reality. Dr Tompkins any
times wore the> red shirt. And when the \'Iallace House took seats
in the capitol he was there with the Edgefield Compf.ll1yY1When
it had been learned that the, emocratic representatives elected
in '76 were to have their seats contested, this messagew as sent
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from CoJumbia "Ship first train 200 chickens state fair with
sufficient gaffs. Whenthe "chickens" arrived, most of them
wore red shirts and could produce "gaffs" at the batting of an
eye •. (Note by RT, the Red Shirts were just about the same as
the I'u Klux. vlhen I was a boy I often saw the Red Shirts. One
day a lot of t hem on horseback rode down from towards l!iodoc, and
watered their horses at the well near the road in front of our
house. vie had a red cedar waterbucket 11mthe wide sill between
the inner ".ineow pane and the outer window pone. lhe walls ".ere
of log and mother lived t here two years before che knew it
was a log house. The outside was ship-L,p painted white and
inside "ms ".all papered. l-Tother sat on the floor so c.he could
look through t he crack near t he side of t he window wa11, ,,,here
the bucket sloped narrower nearer the bottom. che could see
the men watering their horses, and to 1:; mr to keep still that
the Red Shirts were there. They were fully armed. )

On one occasion Governor Chamberlain (~epublican) who w~s
runnine; for re-election against General Hampton, was mDking a
speech at Abbeville, the Red Shirts fro~ ~dgefield were out-
standing. Amongthe large cr01"d which was composed of a great
extent of negroes and Fepublicansl. several persistently c~:lled
out to HI' Chamberlnin "Howabout liambure;?"; in the hope that
the speaker might win a point and create a rousing sentiment
by relating the bloody events of that riotous nie;ht in Hamburg.
(Note by RT, Hambure;".as the village on the South Carolina side
,"ust <JcrOss the river from Augusta Georgia.)

I.TrChemberlain elegant ly replied "Yes, I will tell you
about I-Jc,mburg.Rlt hardly had he said it when there was a
sudden motion among the group of whites ane' a crowciing towards
the stand, accompanied by the distinct clicking of pistols.
This was a typical expression of the Red Shirts' resolute
spirit.

"ihen Mr Chamberlnin came to speak in EdGefield, Geberal
Rltler, and General gary, gathered five OT' six hundred Red
Shirts. The two generell ascended the plccyform and announced
that they ,,!ould speak. Ordina.ri ly they llould hC'.vebeen denied
this priVilege, but Mr Chamberlain fortbl:ith consented, seeing
that the EE'd Shirts had forced their Hay at tllis critical mo-
ment on all sides to the stc;nd, some having their Euns in hund,
others having them displayed across the fronts of their shirts.
,;ome, in fe,ct, ...'ere perched overhead in trees ;:mclunquestionably
commanding the situation.

iT Tompkins recalls t hC'tton the de.y of the e lecti on, a
telecram was despatched from 1,lashincton to Gener8l butler
inr;uiring <'s to the outcome of the elect ion in Edgefield.
GGneral butler, re!1lying by the same ~ums stc:ted: Hampton
leadinG by 2000 votes. Georria yet to be heard from."

Dr 10mpkins was married in April 1$$9 to Miss Emily Dozier
a patrician beauty who presil'.ed Over the home \1ith gracious
rlignity and hospit!:lity. The chi.lcll'en are:

James H Tompkins
l'lariorie A,
James Glover Jr
A Dozier.
Emily Bert who married Dr II C I.jitchell was their elder
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daughter. 0he died a few years ago leaving three young
daughters I\'[ar~;orie, EnnnieDozier and Franr'es Glover.
<TamesE Tompkins married Miss ;osa la Grone. They have tVlO
hhildren, Ennnie Dozier and David. J Glover married Niss Ruth
!'imbal am' t,heir children are: Mary Elizabeth anc' J Glover III.
Hiss I.Iarjol'ie Tompkins lives "Ii' h Dr Tompkins. A Dozier married
r<,. n .L - T l' , 'f ,. d':1SS ri.Ose app. VI' ompons "';1 e Cle many Years ago.
One of the first automobiles ovmed in Edgefield VlaSthat of

lJr Tompkins. It had tVIOcylinders and vias not very easily
driven. Dr Tompkins asys it could only be used in Good
"leather and that even At such times its use was conditional.

For 53 years he has continued his practice in 3dgefield
without interruntion. President of the Edgefield Medical
Society and t he"American <'<edica1 Associ",t ion, he has long
been Em outstanc',ing med1cal advisor. In those days hospitnls
Vlere never thought of as ;OJ resort for t he vi 112[er. P.ll
depended on the skill of the f2mily practitioner. There being
no trained nurses, the fclmily physician per.':'ormed the duties
of bot!: doctor end nurse, which is 11 reminder that ni[hts
were very often sleepless for these "rho had dedicc,ted t,hrir
lives to thE} relief of the suffering.

Beyond t he success t hat has companioned his profession,
anI' beyond his many pE}rsonal attributes, is the f2ct the,t he
has arrived at cl food age in acmiri'tion C1ndesteem unsurpassed
in Edgefi.eld for c' generation •

-------------,---_. --- ~-- -!::-~ ~~-- - .....
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Silas P TQr.lpkins
of New Jersey.

From Matawan NJ Journal Friday January 30 1931.
Today, '"'ilas P Tompkins in 100 years old. He is the only

resident of Jilatawan in the memory of the oldest inhabitants to
live to such an age. When he awakened this morning, he found a
Freeting from Governor larsen at 8 o~clock and to wish him a
still longer and haPPY career. Such greetings have been pouring
in on him for days from t hose who knowt he kindly old man ''lhose
spirit has stayed young with his advancing years.

11r Tompkins has no organic trouble and is abcmt the house every
day. He follows the news of the c:ay, and takes an especial interest
in readinG t he Readers' Digest. Close beside him on t he broad ''lindow
sill is the Bible presented him and his wife in August 1859, by
his mother Rebecca Tompkins. This Bible they read tOGether, and it
is the same book which he prefers to read today, although the cover
is much worn and the paGes yellowed with time.

Mr and !lrs Tompkin. lived sixty eight long ha,.,py ::rears t,ogsther
until she died on Harch 21 1926. They had two children, hobert S,
of East Orange, and Kitty who has always made her home .,ith her
parents. lone hours at 2 time ivliss Tompkins sits by hcr f~!th€r's
side i\1 t he same chair which her mother rocked her children in
when they were babies. 0lrrounding him are many pieces of furniture
w~th which he and his, bride be.qan

c
,hous-:keeping. They hav: some old

SlIVer spoons, descenDed from Y' lomplnns grcmdfather wlll.ch ",ere
moulded from silver dollars melted UP in 1818•

•[hen Mr end J.1rsTompkins were married sixty five years ~ they
held a celebration of t,heir wedding anniversary. At that time they
were hoth 92 years old. In fact there werc only four days difference
in their aces. They c,~meto ilIa.tawanin the Snrinr of 1906, since
",hich time Mr Tompkins hr s led a retired life except for some farden-
ing such 2S he enjoyed.

br Tomnkins was born neGr Rockaway, Norris County Janu,~ry 30
1831. He is a self-edUCAted Civil "npineer, ene' has ilgreet fund of
reneral knowledge, especirlly "bout birds anr' trees. I'e has always
sho':m the greatest integrity in his business deo.lings. 2xperiments
for the first telegro.ph ",ere carried on at Horris ?lcjinsrp near his
bOY)100C: hOrle.

Mr l' ompkins has done many things besides Civiib Engineering.
m",de soap, been a coal de21er, and prior to comL'1gto )'iatawan
1906 he had chGrge of the limestone Quarry, f2rms and store of
:Ielaware and 4'1.ck,Mimna:'teel Companyat Franklin Furnace.

One of the mOst unusuel thin!:;", he hasgone, was to make the survey
for the Harris and:ssex Railroad. In 1851 he st2rted to survey
from Dover to Hackettstown ,end l"ter to )Jhillipsburg. This railroad

and t he I~e\" <.J ersey Centrei1 l( ili 1road bot;h ,",ronted '" .span over the
Delaware !liver near the lJel;Mare water I"ap. A paint of rock below
the gap was the only place possible for a r2ilroad bridge, ond both
Y'i'ilroads wanted it. 'dhichever r.1ilroaCl surveyed ;it and filed the
locauion first at Trenton would e;et the ch.1rter. The 110rris and
Zssex !l"i1road got the survey made first, but to meke sure the l!1Xli:J

other r31lroad would not beat them to Trenton, Mr Tompkins took the
papers and rode horseback ,Ill night. ue left ilt 8 o'clock, riding
through heavy mud to hackettstown, changed Horses and pushed on,
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arriving toward morning at Doveri where the papers were ~ent
on by train to Trenton. In July 858 he ran the heaviest train
ever run over the r.1orris and Essex Rc1ilroad, when he went out of
Newark wit,h four locomotives.

Forty eight years ago I\!r Toopkins milt the government maga-
zines for the United Stiltes at Piccatinny, near Dover. He spent
ten years uncovering the Tilly Foster mines for the le.cknwanna
Hailroad. 'dhile in the '4est he lc'.id out a city. This scientific
in.ustry he had practiced all his life even to making and patent-
ing many useful articles.

S'undflYthere 'vill be a family celebration when mr and Hrs
"obert S Tompkins and daue:hter Hila, of Sast OrCJnge,will join
l;;iss 'lompkins here in celebration of j,ir Tompkins' birthday.
(end news apeI' clipping). 'l'his waf",sen by j1ir' "obert 3elee
Tompkins. He "lso sent C(lPYof the poem which Fas read at the
burir,l of Silas P Tompkins, vlhich had been selected by him to
tie so recited. ','e will copy it as p.ose, which shouL be read
siovily. The object of poetry is NOTto md;e musical sound. You
can ororuce this effect v:ith a couple o~' ['ongs. "Je believe all
poetry shomlc; be vlritten ,"s Drose to convey the meaning f:nd never
mine the melody or rhythm. It ie' as folloVlS:

Today the journey is ended ••• I he,ve vlorkeel out the manuates of
fate. Er.ken, alone, unde.i'ended, I lmock at tl:e outermost gate •••
Behind is life and its longingj its trirl, its tnluble, its sorrow.
Beyond is the infinite I'lorning, of i1. day .{rl.thout a Tomorrow.
Go bilck to dust anc; ()ecay, BOCiYi PTOl'ffi \'leary A.ne'old. You .~,re
,.rorthless to me from today: no on8er my soul can "ou hold ••• I
lay you d01'ffiIdFldly forever, for e life thct is better than this ••.
I go v1here partin/,:s ne 'eI' sever, you into Oblivion I s abyss.

1.01the !,:c;te svlinp;s vlide at my :G',i.lckinE;acrons ~ndless re2cb0s
I see Lost friends, 'tlUh laushter, come flocking, to bring a r'la.d
':lelcome t) me••• Firevlell, the maze has been treadedj t,his is ,ice
ending of strife. say not, th,0t Deeth shuuld be dreaded, "T1s but
the berinning of Life.

• ••
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Humphrey Tom~kins
m. SUsannah ridges.
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James J Tompkins
son Stephen Tompkins an" lilary Denton.

James J! the only son of Stephen 0 Tompkins and Mary Denton was
born in Alabamp and never married. he died of typhoid fever at
the home of hi.' sister (Sally cmyly) in 2dgefield County South
Caro lina at t he age of 23.

Sometime earlier he had been the victim of a terrible
accident which rendered him a crinple for life. While moving some
planks in an old dilapidated gin house 1.. Alabama, the building
collapsed, and he received a blow on the back from falling
timber that nearly cOst him his life. After months of suffering
he managed to get about on crutches. He was of a ch(erful dis-
position and made many friends. he died while visiting his sister
at Johnston South CClrolina and is buried in Hount Olive Cemetery
at <Johnston.

Wemust not omit the following interesting item from GiJmerl's
works on Southern history and ~enealogy etc.

In this item GiJmer calls the girl-IV1ary Tompkins but we have it
that 1'1eBame was Susan. Anyway, the girl was dauE;hter of the
Above Humphrey Tompkins. Vie suggest anyone interested in that
era, read GiJmer's 1.'ooks. They are masterpieces. He says:

John Marks, the oldest son of James and Elizabeth Marks
was thick and cJumsy 1.. person but with a fine superb h!ad and
speak1..g gray eyes. When quite a youth he fell in love with
Mary Tomkins, a very pretty girl, the daughter of a rudel ill
tempered old fellow of t he neighborhood who had nothing 1n
cOI!lIllon,in character, in taste or feelings, t-lith the Broad
River p1ople.

&ack s father and mother did and said what ever they could
to prevent the match, but Jack had a large share of the C1uality
mules are more remarkable for. He would [.0 his own way. His
marriage did not make his family like his wife. He loved her but
the more, though he for a lonE; ittime continued t,o be a member
of the Broa6 River settlement, but got a little off from his kin.

Once in building a log cabin in his yard for some domestic
purpose, he and several of his negroes were on the frame, when
his wife came to t he place and began object ing tot he manner
in which he .'as fashioning what he was doing. He listened to
her for some time ;-nd reasoned the matter wit h her; but she
still insisted on havinE the house made according to her Ol"ffi
notions. He pulled off his breeches and threw them at her,
telling her to put them on and wear them ... etc. End item.

It lolllks like l.lr GiJmer did not particularly like our
Humphrey Tompkins. But GiJmer "s book tell what he thoue:ht
ane1 he thought a lot, about many people, sometimes ['oOdi some-
times bnd, sometime funny. Read Gilmer and get a chuck e •
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Lawrence Tompkins.

RevoJut ionary War.

Pension case number W. 26552. Applied for in favor Margaret
Tompkins called Peggy (Carmon? RT)
SSheet torn from bible in t he envelope says:
L-'H'lrenceTompkins was married to Margaret Cannon May the 11th
1786.
John G kster was married to Elizabeth Tompkins June 22 1807
Polly Tompkins was married to Truman Cook June 12 1808
Lawrence Tompkins was married to Hannah Iempson Feb 25 1816.

Affidavit dated Batavia, Genesee Co NYMar 15 1841 Margaret
(Carmon? RT) Tompkins residence Batavi~ NY Genesee Co age 72,
1'I'id01'lof Lawrence Tompkins private in Revolutionary Vial', who \'las
resident of New Paltz, Ulster Co NYl'lhen enlisted. 1st he served
under Capt Piercy and Capt Delevan
enlisted first as drummer at 15 years old. He married l<1argaret
Carmon May 11 1786 at Poughkeepsie NY by Presbyterian minister
named Case.
She is dauchter of Caleb ~ Carmon. The Bible purchased by
Lawrence Tompkins in 1$16. Lawrence Tompkins died 14ar 2 (or 23)
1826 at Enfield, Tompkins Co NY • (se:;dHarf,aret (her + mark)
Tomnkins •

. Affidavit by Caleb Tompkins of Eensaellaersville, Albany Co NY
deposes Sep 6 1841 that he is son of lawrence Tompkins and Mnrg:nret.
Tompkins v{hich lv1argaret Tompkins is nO'd (18/,1) resident in
Batavia, Genesee ,Co NY:

that lav;rence Tompkins died at mfield, 'l'ompkins Co NY a.bout
1826. Caleb 'i'ompkins above resided with his p<>rents until he was
21 in same neighborhood until was 30 or more- sa"l parents often
until they left the neighborhood:

that Lawrence Tompkins father of Caleb above V{aS born in
;ut chess "0 NY and t hElt "t time of Revolut i071ar" i'Jar was re sided
at Nel'l raltz, and was married after the \"ar At Poue;hkeepsie to
jilrJrgaret Carman (,,0".. different. spellinr of Carmon or CClrm~n)RT.

that sHid Lavrrence Tompkins removed to Albany Co NY and liver:
at T:':esterlo and some times at Coeymans NY, moved to ;','esterlo to
c<;nfield, TO"lpkii'ls "0 NY where he remClined until he died in 1826.

thc't. lawrence Tomnkins clUld ne1t.her read nor write:
that. Marc;aret 'l'ompldns lives Batavia NY I,lith some of her children.

l(n:re:1ce Tompkins at time of the Revolution!Jry War VlaS quite younp'
and lived with his f['ther Clt HDrlborou£,:h, Ulster Co NY--affidavit.
of Polly Kilbounre who further stDtes , thDt lawrence had a
urot}ber who lias perhaps alive in l8L,2 but whereabouts unknowti••
Affidavit of JflInes MTompkins dated ~avi2 NY ec 11 1852 gives

power of att;orney t.o F S EVc'ns to receive p,c:yments etc. This
James I.I Tompkins clcd.mant to est.ate of lawrence Tompkins.
The wi 0\'1 ['ot pension of !;62.53 per i'nnUl'l•

•• •
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Stephen 0 Tompkins

son Major .John Tompkins
and Mary Robertson.

Son of 2nd wife, Mary Robertson. Stephen 0 Tompkins grew to
manhood in Alabama where he had gone with his father in early,
manhood. He passed through the war with a fine record. He vIas
shot out of his tuggy one night in the public road by TomMoore,
with "Thomhe had had a personal difficulty over farm rent. He
is turied in Cookville, MissipSiPpi. He was a Christian gentleman.
his epitaph was suggested by ather Abram J Ryan, the Catholic
soldier-priest] who was a warm friend of'l'Stephents brother. J;.s
follows: "He nad dedicated his life to hee 0 lord, and the love
and the fear of Theenestled in his manly heart when the crnel
tullet pierced it." He was married twice.

We believe the name of the (,;atholic soldier-priest who wrote
some noble poems about the Confederacy was named Ryan. It would be
'.'Tell to look this up, and whether it was this man or not, the poems
were extremelv beautiful. Sorry we have no copy.

••• • ••
F; t her J ames J 'I' ompkins
Catholic priest of Glace Ba.y

Newfoundland.

This is perhaps one of the most widely known of all our big
fflmily. There was a book written about him and his work among
the people of the Glace Bay region of Canada. We have a memohe
sent for our information vrhich says :1 was born in 1870, stuc~ied
at St Franci s Xavier College, Antigonish, N. B. Went to Europe
in 1897 to attend the Urbain Cod-lege, Ho'ne, 1897-1902. Was
professor at St Francis Xavier niversity, Antigonish 1902-192B;
Vice President 1906-1923. 1n 1919 received the honorary degree
of LL.D, from Dalhousie University on the celebration of its 100th
anniversary, for "out stano.ing work in educat ion; II in 1936 by
vote of the trustees of Carnegie Corporation of NewYork, awarded
a bronze medal designed by Paul Manship in recognition of their
"constant interl1st and heIp in t he Fork of the Corporat iOn." End
quotation from ather Jinnny's note. Everybody called him l'ather
Jinnny.

Mrs Frank Webster of Canada sent us a magazine with a big
story about him. Sorry unable find the transcript now. For other
facts see FOvTler s book, "The Corporation", and "The lord Helps
Tose," published"by Vanguard Press Nevi YorK•

• • •
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ata from J:'ension fureau records. Pension granted to 1-:1dow,
Deborah Dan Tompkins dated J~e 23 1823, widow of Solomon
Tompkins private Col. futler s regt Connecticut troops in
hevoJutionary War. May been his pension date.

In 1839 she lived at Albany NY. To support appliC.:lt:i.on for
widO\'T~Spension, John Tompkins of Elmira, Chemung Co NY age lfl
and u[)wards d'poses July 17 1839 that document (see later) is
the family record of the family of Solomon Tompkins late pen-
sioner for RevoJutionary War service now )1839) deceased and was
father of the John Tompkins and that the family record is in the
handwriting of Solomon Tompkins except marriages of 3 of the
chiJrlren and of Solomon IS deat h. Thr:t wife, Deborah survived him
as of 1839.
In 1818 at Reading, Steuben Co NY Solomon Tompkins ar,ed 78

applied for pension, sayin[': vrife: age abou"\; 60, one daughter lUllison
age t1i6.

On Oct 8 1838 Deborah Tompkins of Catharine, Chemung Co NY aged
75 and upwards deposes she married Solomon Tompkins Feb 11 1791
at ;)outh !':ast (then Dutchess Co NY) Solomon 'l'om,kines died Junr
23 1$23. Deborah says was mother of Jo]m age 41 also of Dan

Tompkin~. We reproduce best 1-lecan the document referred to. It is
in the Pension Bureau at !'!ashinrton. We saw it .'lecorateC: in several
colors ano looks like below. It is hctrd to understand as lines do
aot follow well and hard to see whic.h entrY e:LD.tes to which other.

Family Record of So~omon 'lompK~S
and Debora,h his Vrife.

Solomon Tompkins
of Connecticut

410

Names

Solomon Tompkins
i1elia Tompkins
Gynthey
Br01-m
James brown
lili11y

Tompkins
Jo]m Tompkins

Dan Tompkins

Births

Aug 5 1740

April 6 1763

Hal' 20 1783
,'JeD 5 1793

Sep 5 1793
1794

Jan 30 1797
<June 19 1799

•••

IJlarriages

Feb 11 1720

June 8
~

Sep 27 1817
1825

Deat hs

June 23 1823
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Griffin Hilliker Tompkins
(Haviland Tompkins)

He was born 1822, aon of Eli1s Quereau Tompkins of New York and
Eliza Griffin, died i'airfield lIs 1907, buried Baptist Church
Cemetery Yorktown NY. In Civil War was M!1jor in 14th (or 13th)
Illinois Cavalry. He resign,-d in 1865 and lived for a while in
Atlanta Ga. At that time he held rank of Colonel. We have a
photograph of this officer Bpparently taken in his later years.

During the war~in a fight near Neosho Missouri, his com~and
Captured a Colonel "est of the Confederate forces. Major Tompkins
order the Confederate executed without trial, under the charge
that he was a spy. He said that ColonelmBest belonged to a
guerilla outfit and was not legally entitled to wage war, there-
fore he was a sPY.

By order of General Schofield was put under arrest for this
act. Viedo not know how he came out rot apparently nothing was
done aDJut it, as he was later a Colonel and resigned in 1865.

The photograph vias, ,.rith many others of descendants of
Eliar C,uereau Tompkins, sent by Mr George Purdy of GrE!nite
Springs NewYork.

The War £epartment n) doubt still has records of the event
whe~'e Colonel est was executed in case anyone wishes to know
more about it.'

•••

Adelia Van Wart Tompkins
daughter of Alexander Church '1" ompkins and liarriet Van '!/art.
J.his lady had an old mahogany table which Presiden! Monroe
and Vice President Daniel D Tompkin"~often had tea. Hiss
Tompkins lived in the old Tompkin home at 99 Broadway,
V!hite ?lains. She al13:0had an oil pairlting by '" Miss Hary
Tompkins of Atlanta e,)rgia, an artist whose works were
exhibited in London an<: elsewhere, and who ''las a friend of
Gelrge Bem~rd Shaw.

• ••

Captain :~obert Vlilliam Pinclmey Tompkins of South Carolina.
This gallant officer was my uncle. I was named for him. The
report of the ConfederC1te high connnandwas; "Captain Robert
WP Tompkins at the Battle at Sharpsrorg where he was killed in
combat, distinguished himself by his cool and practical courage."

The War Department published a huge set of volumes titled
Union and Confederate Hecords of the Civil War. These were in
army libraries everyvlhere I ever served except small stations
in Alaska and the Philippines, or temporAry position like in
CUba. You can find many ('etails of these battles there. Th. Y
are indexed, and a wonderful source of information for the
researcher.

We visited the battlefield at Sharpsburg and took a number of
pictures of the places where t,-e Carolina and Ueorgia troops
fought. Perhaps one of these may be t he very spot where UncIe
Robert was killed. Webrought back a large rock from the field,
and it is in the flo,,,er garden at Kell's house in ~JashinEton •

• • •
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Louise Tanpkins of Millbrook.

daughter of Enoch Tanpkins Maud Hale. For many years this
remarkable lady has been in the Dutchess County !1ewYork Infirm-
ary with arthritis. Yet, she has always been cheerful, full of
hope and Christian kindness, that she has become an example of
all good qualities for all of us who know her.

She has been on the radio, has written many excellent articles,
made afhans and the like with extraordinary skill. Every year
r.:mise sends out a mimeographed letter to all her relatives and
:friends, spreading sunshine and in every way trying to keep
friendship among people alive and flourishing. We Cannot find
words to tell about this wonderful cousin of ours of whomwe
are a 11 so proud.

One of her recent articles We quote in part as follows:

Brother Gilbert Tompkins
son of William Richmond Tompkins and Mary E Yelverton. Gilbert
was born August 9 1849 and died in old age at Alhambra Califor-
nia. ne was a most remarkable man as luise relates in this
article as below:

Would you believe it folks, I had to get a book from England
to find out what was going on three miles from my home 51 years
ago. bome old-timers still remember the dignified figure of
brother Gilbert as he walked along the streets of VerbAnk on some
errand of mercy. But t hey do not rem~,mbermuch about hi s work at
the Priory Farm or his order of the Drothers 'Of Nazareth. Final-
ly I learned vhat the brothers were EpiscopalLm monks and that
they Cameto. erbank at the invitation of GenerAl John Watts de
Peyster.
General de Peyster came from a distinguished and wealthy family.

His maternal grand-father John Watts, was the last Recorder of the
City of NewYork under the Oritish government .••• (RT, louise
gives considerable data on the de Peysters but as it is not rele-
vant to our line and can be found in NewYork records, we omit
it here and continue with material regarding Brother Gilbert
who vlaS a Tompkins as above shO\'1l1). By the help of the Rev.
li¥TJlondCunningham of Grace GhurcD at Millbrook I vTrote to the
Superior of the monastery of the rder of the Holy Cross at
West rark NY, an Episoopalian order. Bishop Robert E Campbell,
O.H.C., graciously answered my inquiries and here is an excerpt
from his letter, a s follows:

Original~ that is in the l$80s they (The Brothers of Nazareth)
were located at Farmingdale, L.Jng Island, and ran a sort of a home
and industrial school for poor boys. The brothers were all laym"n,
not more than six in number, and formed 1) monastic community.

Father Huntington of our Order of the Holy Cross was keenly
interested in them as he was in all social work. It is interesting
to note that the crucifix from their altar at Farmingdale is now
at St Michael's monastery, the center of our Holy Cross Southern
work.

Your inquiry about their Franciscan type habit, and General de
Peyster's getting them to move to Verbank in the early 1$90s is
correct. Their SUperior vms a brother Gilbert, who, was a most
consecrated and hard-working soul was nothing of a manager. By
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1904 they were deep in debt and they had to dissolve. Brother
Gilbert and qthe:rs returned to secuJar 111'e, and later Hope
Farm (niory l'armJ was sold for debts to a new board of
Trustees headed by Bishop David A Greer of New :ork.

One of the little monastic group was by.other ,ouis lorey,
who wished to continue as a monkL so he applied for admission
to the Order of the Holy Cross. ''8 was ordained to the priest-
hood of the Espicopal Church, and made hls profession to.us in
October 1907. He was sent to St Michae:j. s near Sewanee lenn-
nessee to take charge of our St Andrew s school for Mountain
boys. There he lived and worked devotedly until the hour of his
death.

The little information I have about the brothers comes from
Father lorey ....lith whom_I worked for many years (1909-1922) in
St Andrew's school in ennessee. I was the headmaster of the
school apl! he was a Chaplain and J;"1ck-of-all-Trades. ~e never
liked tQ' talk much about the b2'others, but with them he obviously
learned how to teach boys and de",l with th~m, for at that he was
a wonder. End excerpt from Bishop Campbell s letter to .l.ouise
Tompkins. louise goes on to say: '"

Bishop Campbell told me tht perhaps the Rev. J.homas J Williams
of New York City. Father Williams was most kind and wrote me a
splendi'ti letter, informine me two startling facts that .Drother
Gilbetot 's name was Tompkins, ane: that his sole .~urviving niece
l'iiss Eltzabeth Tompkins lives in Poughkeepsie.' lhe first chance
I get I am going to write to Hobert A Tompkins, an authority
on the Tompkins family genealogy, in California to find out. whether
or not I am related to Brother Gilbert. I found that Miss Tompkins
had fell in her home and injured an eye sO that she had to go to
a hospitDl but she ....'ould answer [:,S soon as 00ssil:le. Father
Williams arranged to get me 2 copy of The Call of ClOister, from
BnFLqnd. In this book I fmtnn much material ab(mt Brother Gilbert
and his work. " *~, By the turn of the century the numbers
of the brotherhood had been so reduced by depth and vrithdrawal
that even if their principal Jay benefactor had not riven up his
financial suport they could not have cc:rried on their activities
at the farm.

BroU"er Gilbert worked valiantly to enlist the aid of the
eenen;l public':' ~, ':' The Priory Farm was taken over by the Bishop
of t he Diocese. For lIlany years after the closing of the farm,
he was priv;,te secretary to Bishop Johnson of,Los Angeles CaUf-
ornia.' Bishop Johnson had been BroVer Gilbert s pastor when he
was Rector of Trinity Church, at Highland, and 'Brother Gilbert
taught in the parochial school and trained the choir.

Arid so this ends excerpts from the article by .....ouise Tompkins.
Brother Gilbert Tompkins died peacefull in his old age at this
pleasant city near l.os Angeles, a credit to our clan.

• • •
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Rev. Winfie ld Scott Ternpkins

son of Harlem Gold smit h Tompkins and Margaret Rowe. Rev.
vlinfie ld Scott Tompkins died at Syracuse NY"'ay 22 1951.

Item from Syracuse newspaper as follows:
The Rev. W Scott Tompkins of 255 Kensington Place, former
pastor of three Syracuse churches, died yesterday. ~ Was
pastor of the Bellevue Avenue, First Ward, and the Bro'\'m
Memorial Methodist Churches in Syracuse; and was also appointed
by the Central New York Conference of the Methodist Church, to
posts in churches pt East Herner, Sterling, Potter, Pultneyville,
Marcellus, Seneca aIls, Seneca Castle and Lyons.

He served as Supply Pastor in Jamesville Methodist Church for
six years, and A£Ulia Methodist Church for one year following
his retirement. e also served as Chaplain "t, Jamesvi 11e Pene-
tentiary four years ••

IIII' Tompkins was a member of the '"uarterly Conference of the
First Methodist Church, and of the Current C;vents Club.

He was graduated from Claverack Colle~e in 1896, and from
DBe'\',Theologicell Seminary, liladison New erse~ in 1890.

e i~ survived be' hj,s wife 1111'S Vesta Frayer Tompkins, Rn,l a
daughter Miss Willa j'l8.rgaret Tompkins, [( son Winfield Scott
Tompkins, ,me' a brother Daniel D TO'TIpkinsof Ashland.
Another item 'I;e saw containec the above anc' also c' conclUc'ing

paragraph as follo'l'l3: Before and after his retirement he Has
one of the active and influential pastorel members of the
Conference. :JuT'in~ the last year he served as ,jecratary ,?nd
Treasurer of the vommissiot} on :<;Xpenseand 2S reasurer of the
Conference Admi,nist rat ion .und.

'iTe had heard long ago about his services at the Jamest lwn
Penetentiary anel the noble work he performed there. _\t thc,t
time '\Ie '\';ere unt,ble TO identify him, but let last 'Iva helrl 'ITOrd
from ;,lrs Vesta Frayer Tom-'kins v!ho graci'lUsly g8ve us full
details of this branch •

• • •
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Ralph Tomkins died without making a will. An inventory of his I'
estate was tF ken December 9 1666 by Thomas Gardner and John Kitchin. !.j',
The value was given as 1.20 19 shillings, and debts L5. The debts "
were allowed and administration given to John, son of the deceased,i
the land to be to the said John, and after the debts paid the rest
to go to Mary, the daughter of John Foster.

Depsoitions of ,~nn small and :<;dwardGrove "who sayeth yt In ye
day of discorce wit Ralph Tomkins did heare him seuerall times say
it was his will yt Mary ffoster should have his kow and all his
household goods. Aftt~r his decese in regard she had been such a
good nurse vnto him for said Hee she Has done more for mee and my
poore wife than anybody else would have done."This supported by
Nathaniel Felton.

Records of the Qaarterly Courts of Essex County Mass., vol III
page 379 says:

John Tompkins was granted administration upon the estate of
Rcllph Tompkins, deceased, and he presented an inventory. The
Court ordered that the five acres of land mentioned in the inventory
be given to saiel John, and after all debts were paid that the
remainder of the estate be given to l<1ary, daufhter of John Foster.

The inventory of Estate of Ralph .ompkins of Salem, taken the
J2:9i1666 by 'l'homas Gardner and John Kitchin: five acres of land
at L7 10 Sj 1 cow with ye fodder to keep her 1;. his winter L5j
swine 12j 1 brass kettle and fryeing pan Ll 2 Sj 1 hake & 2
small washing Tubbs 4 Sj pay1e and 4 trayes 5 Sj a percell of
Indian corne in ye ears Ll 10 Sj 2 bush of pease 7sj 4 bush of
bar ley 18 s j 1 iron pott and a pair of pot t hooks 10 s j a sma11
parce 1 of Lynnen yarne 8 s j a warming pan and 2 brass skillet tes
7 Sj a pestell and morter 2 Sj 4 pewter dishes & a latten candle-
stick 8sj 1 lattin Tunnill ~ 2 earthen dishes 1 Sj a smoothing
iron 1 Sj and old chest and some other stuffe 6 Sj total 120,
19 Sj debts (Ming L5.

Samuel(his + mark) Aburne aged 52 years deposed that at the
burial of the wife of Ralph tompkins, late deceased, as soon as
the company had departed, he went to said Ralph, who 1I'asweak and
not like to long survive his wife, to put him in mind of making
his will. '\ also wished to speak to him about the wIll which his
wife made which was to dispose of what was hers before her marri8ge.
Deponent told Tomkins that his sister, Tomkins' wife, had bequeath-
ed all her property to Mary Foster because she had been so helpful
to her during her long sickness, doing for her what nobody else
would do. Thopkins fully agreed to this but said he would like to
have the use of it during his lifetime and he would rather increase
than diminish it! and deponent thought 'that it was his intention
to give what he nad to Mary roster. Also that Tomkins was of this
mind ",heb he was removing to Bricigewater, and when thinking never
to see hi:l again, deponent reminded him of Mary Foster.

And so passes our first Tomkins founder of NewEngland •

, ',
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Ralph Tomkins
1585-1666.



I,':,:'

I
,'
:'j!ii

- .........-.
416

Lieut. Christopher Tompkins
Rev War, Navy

Was son of Captain Robert Tompkins q.v. served with his father
Captain !robert Tompkins in Revolutionary war same time pJace and

shiPl, the galley Henry on the York River. After the war he went
to r!ampton and remained there unt il he died. When entered the

service stated residence Gloucester Co Va.
Affidavit of Rob Brough dated Nov 7 1791 says "Christopher

Tompkins was the son of hobert Tompkins deceased and that the said
Christopher Tompkins sied since the 1st of January leaving in 1787,
children.

Affidavit of Martha Dameron of Norfolk Va dated Jul 29 1837
deposes she married to Christopher Tompkins who was a ld.eutenant of
the VirgiQie Navy on board the Henry galley of Captain Robert
Tompkins; that she lived in Hampton at the time she was married, at
~/hich time he belonged to the service; and that she lived in Hampton
till 1785 and then moved to Norfolk where married Qnniferous Dameron
in July 1796; that she married the said Christopher Tompkins on the
13th or March 1783 and thC1t her Imsb[md the aforesaid Christopher
Tompkins died in the fC1H of 1789; end that his name was Christopher
B Tompkins. etc."

Note by RT pby name Christopher Bro',m Tompkins as Ann Brown was
wife of Giles Tompkins. The c1Icim for pensIon for !<1arthaameron was
not allowed bec2use he died in 1799 and married in 17'3.

Following is copy of a letter as follows: Norfolk Va Feb 26 1851
to Commissioner of Pensions "iashinrton DC, "By a letter from John S
GalJagher Esq., Third Auditor dater! the 10th inst I am inforl1ed that
several persons within the last month have made inquiries concerning
the c lc'"limof Lieut Christ opher Tompkins who servoeel in the Virp;inia
Jtate Navy during the Revolutionary ',lar, and fearing lest some un- .
principaled persons might :lnstitute a claIm for what is due his

la"rful heirs, I beg leeve to state thC1t the necessary paprrs to prove
our heirhips (mine included) and substanti2tinz the claims will soon
be prepared and forwarded ito you for your decision. Very Hespect-
fully Your Obedient Servant s (sgd) Chr'. stopher Tompkins •

• • •
Phineas Tompkins.

,
This man s application for 2 pension for service in Revolutionary

vrar I.ras written by someone else who called hi:n Phineas Tompkins, but
,., he signed it Phinehas Tompkins at lexinrton, Richland Co Ohio January

20 1834, then 80 years olrl.
he was born Newark NJ Jul 28 1753, lived there until he moved to

FdorIda, Orange Co NYientered service from t here under Captain
Hawthorne in 1775 or 776, etc. This record ~/hich is on file at
Pension EUreau Washin,nton DC list long list of battles, outfIts,
places and dates. Had about? 1/2 years active service, fought against
Tories, Indians and British. !1,c deposes:

My age is recorded in my family bible which is left in my desk in
NewYork state. He lived .t'lorida NYuntil 1829 when went lexinvton Ohio
Some govt papers had him as 'l'homas ~'mpkins but VIas corrected •

•••



Ralph lewis Tompkins
o£ Beacon New York.

Mr Tompkins _s born October 30 1$99 at Beacon NY, son of Ralph
S Tompkins and Lillian Waller Tompkins. His father was Pr~sident
of the Dutchess Hat Works of Beaconm manufacturers of men sand

women's felt hats and hat bodies. He was also ,president of the
Ralph S Tompkins Company, manufacturers of men s straw hats.

Ralph lewis Tompkins was educated if the Grammar Schools at
Beacon, Class of 1917 Pawling School, Pawling NY. Class of 1921
of Princeton University.

From 1921 to 1932, in the hat business, purchasing, sales,
personnel director rising to Vice President.

From 1932 to 194i Investment me.nngement Young and Ott ley;
C E Young and Company, and Clark Sinsabaugh and Company, one
firm evolved from the other. Position, Account Manager, manap:e..
ment and supervi sion of Investment. funds of 'lver $100,000.

From 1941 to 1943, National Accounts representative and District
Manager Mack International Mot-ot' Truck Corporation.

In 1~43 and 191,5 served in the U S Marine Corps;
1945 and 46 Again .lith I>lackTruck Corporation as District l-1anager
In 1946 when we last heard from him, was Vice President of

Carry Cab ~orporation.
His military record is quite cretlitable. In 191$ he was a

Corporal in the Army. In 1941 -1943 2nd Lieutencnt Co G 1st Reg-
iment New York Guard. On February 1 1943 entereci U S Marine Corps
as 1st Uieutemmt. Stationed at C,uanlico Virginia for basie
training, and subsequently assigned to I4arine Corps Air Station
at Edenton North Carolina, as station Adjutant. Promoted to
Captain Janu8ry 1944.
1944-45 at United Stc,tes Marine Corps 1\ir Station at Eva, Hawaii,

as Commanding Officer, Headquart,ers S(1uadron, and Personne 1 Officer
Transferred to inactive duty June 1945. "
As ~o marriege and femily etc, see ~ Clan of lomkyns.
!\II' 'Lompkins Social Activities are unusual as shown below:
Trustee of New York Medical College
rustee of Flower and Fifth Avenue Hospita 1

Trustee of Central Presbyteri<:n Church
University Cottar,e CJub, L-rinceton NJ
Princeton CJub of New York
ExfMllembElI' Snuadron A
Pilgrims Society
Pacific CJub of Nantucket Massachusetts
Son of AmericWl RevoJution.

~.i"~~'~i~'~~-':~~~',l~[I~!!'~~~:,'~~f~~~?j~;-,~~u~:~rw:.':;:.:1ij,,';:'.'i{;" "df'i~"",*.r.:,:~i' ,-';<! 'l'lif,:~ :,::If~,,.,_~~j~~t)'",';.'~,~~,!~,l~,:J,,\j,J""
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John Tompkins
1610- 1681.
son of Ralph.

There has been SOIll? difference of opinion as to date of death of
John, son of Ralph omkins. "ut best evidence seems to be that he
died June 23 1681. The inventory was taken June 30 1681 by Edmund
Balter and Nathaniel l"elton Sr, as follows: a dwelling houseibarne, outhouse, orchard with about 17 acres improved land L 00;
an acre of fresh meadow 12; bed and bedstead wit h all furniture
thereunto belonging L3; 10 s; 2 payre of sheets and blanket 10 s;
4 pewter platters, 1 basin, a dripping pan 9 s;linnen and wooled
wheele; 3 chests; 3 shelves; 3 sieves; and other lumber as payles
&c L 1 10 s; Iron pot, pot hooks, hake, fire shovel, tongs, fire
pani gridiron l! s; an old brass kettle & skillet and a parcel
of inen yarn 10 s; tow combe wit h a brake and toutow Ll; flax
and hemp L 1 3 s; Indian corn 12; working too1es 10 s; 2 cowes 3 and
2 years old L 11 10 s; 3 swine L3; musket and sword, morters,
smoothing iron and some small books 12; Corne upon the ground 12.
Total L135 16 s.

Attested in Salem Court 28:4;1681 by Mary, relict, and John,
son of John ompkins.
More to be added to the inventory, an iron croe, plow chaineiwheelbarrow, cops and pin with old iron Ll. stone Jugg and bi 1
hook 3 s 6 d; sheeps wooll 4 s 6 d; load fresh meddow hay 10 s;

This paper is worth keeping because there has been some contro-
versy as to John and Nathaniel Tompkins, sons of Ralph, and the next
pair- of brother also names John and Nathaniel. Some based their
belief we had the wrong John and Nathaniel because of court recrods
being of Salem while the men were living in New York state later on•

•••



Wehave several Tompkins named Silas but so far unable to say
which this one was: Takrn ::rom page 153 Annual Report of the
American Historical Association 1896 volume I.

Silas Tompkins, with others. indicted April 1845 at SChOharie,
Ulster and Co1umros Counties NY in trouble between renters and
landlordsj The renters claimed the land belonged to the government
and not to the claimants.

At Berne NY for appearing disguised three men arrested
Silas Tompkins, ~wis Knapp, Anson K furrlll and Ezekiel C Kelley.
Kelley paid $250 finei rot others found guilty and sentenced to 2
years in prison. Al pardoned by Gov. Young in 1846•

•••

Dr Samuel WaddyTompkins.

His beautiful dwelling at Carrsbrook near Scottsville Virginia
1'TaSin late years destroyed by fire. This was the original home
of the )iloon family. It was noted for its eleaborately carved
mantels which reached to t he ceiling in the library and reception
rooms, and for its spacious ball room on the second floor.

Church Hill was cohome near Scottsville Virgini~; once belonged
to Dr Samuel WaddyTompkins. Through marriage it passed to the
Staples family, and in the family burying ground there lie 5
generations of this connection. Amongthese are Dr D P Powers, the
first superintendent of Pubiiic Instruction in Albemarle County, also
, he parents of scottsville's best 'knoWtiand best loved son, Senator
Thomas S Martin. ,

Church Hill is noted as the scene of the famous Moon lihost, which
just after the Civil Vial', terrorized the family of Mr Schuyler B
;'loon in true poltergeist fashion. (Note by RT he was husband of

Zlizabeth Tompkins daughter of Dr Samuel WaddyTompkins). Lights
f lashed in darkened rooms, furniture heaped in disorder by invisible
hands; stones and shots from no visible agency, caused an excitement
which became nation-wide •• Relccys of stucients from t he university
st,ood guard for several months but the disturbances were never
accounted for. .

•••
Captoin Hobert Tompkins VirginL, Navy

War record Revolutionary War

This man's son Lieut Christ opher Tompkins, per aff'id~vit of Caleb
Jenkins in t he Christopher Tompkins fi le at Pension ffice '/Jashing-
ton DCwhich affidavit dated 1839 proved Christopher's claim which
see under sub-head Lieut Christopher Tompkins.

The records of Pension office re Capt. Robert Tompkins of the
Navy was in service 1775 or 1776 on "one of the Roe Galleys b"long-
ing to York River in and during t he Revolutionary War. Robert served
as Captain and Christopher, his son, as Lieutenant.

After the war Captain Robert returned to Gloucester Co Va and there
lived until he died. He enlisted from Gloucester Co. Name of the
[alley was The Henry. Had a farm on Severn River in Gloucester Co.
lias in t he navy Over 3 years •

•••
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Vena Tompkins

(Mrs Ralph Waldo Carroll)

One our most, valued possessions is an oil painting of a scene
in the Bl.sck ~orest, painted by Vena Tompkins, 1;;henMrs Ralph
Waldo Carroll of Rahway New Jersey. "Cousin Vena" as we used
to call her in the several years we corresponded with her sent
this to us from Rahway several years ago. '

We are in possession of an artivle written by an admirer
of Ven' s art, and sorry to say that ena did not let the writer
pub1ish it. Wethink it deserv€Js to be recorded where it will
not be lost. It says:

In the gray house of treasures at 821 East Hazehtood Avenue
lives Mrs Vene Tompkins Carroll. She is perhaps one of the most
interesting women in Rahway. Art has been her "raison d 'etre".

She was born in one of the beautiful wealthy homes in old
Brooklymj attended Adelphi College, and immediately went abroad
to live in the Iatin 'uarter in Paris when such great men as
Van Gogh, Picasso, George Bellows, were painting in the neigh-
borhood studios. She went to Austria when Vienna was a gay rival
of Paris, and studied under Betal. Her work was portraiture at
this time and deemed high enough to hang in many furopean
galleries.

The beautiful expatria returned to America in 1900 to marry
jllr Carro 11, an art pat ron. Aft E"T the birt h of her son, Mrs Carro 11
returned to furope to liv~ an d travel for many more years.

Twenty years ago fortune seemed to reverse itself. Her-husband
dead, her furtune dwindling, 14rs Carroll moved her prize art
possessions to Ramlay, packing them into too great house, big as
it is, until the walls seemed \0 burst. A different life began
for her here. Almost a recJuse she devoted her time to her
garden and her easel. One suppiementing the other, the beautiful
blossoms served as her models.

Never has she reached satisfaction with her work. Her constant
comment is "I can improve it. I can do it better." Many of her
fine portraits have been washed off to provide Canvasses for her
lovely flowers that come to life in their glorious colors. She
paints daily, often forgetting to feed herself.

"Oh I'm never lonesome" she explained, "There is so much I wish
to Paint, and there aren't F:nough hours to do them in."

The Art Department of the Women's Club is proud to present
Mrs Carroll's "Flowers from my Garden," now on exhibition in
the Library.
From a Rahway newspaper we cull this article: The Art Department
are exhibiting Mrs Vena Tompkins Carroll's painting "Flowers from
my Garden." ,

Mrs Carroll s ancestors arrived in America long before the
Revolution. She was born in New York, and after studying art for
years in the City, she went abroau for study and travel. She lived
in Paris, Antwerp, Brussels, Amsterdam, and London, visiting the
famous galleries and working on her canvasses.

Retur:ning to America she studied unr'er Professor Whitaker of
Adelphi (;ollege Brooklyn and two years mor under C Y Turner. Teere
is hardly an important place here or in Canada that she had not
visited. Her painting display an excellent technique •

• • •
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Dr Christopher Tompkins
b. V'a JE47.

Dr Christorher Tompkins Physician, born kichnond Virg inia
September 7 1847, son of Christopher Quarles Tompkins and Ellen
Wilkins; Ph. B., College of William and Mary, Williamsburg Va
1868; University of Virginia 1 year, M. D., Medical C~llege of
Virginia 1870. Married essie McCawNovember 1 1877. n practice
of Medicine Ricbnond Virginia 1871; Professor of Anatomy 1880-
1889! Obstetics 1884-1889; Emeritus 1899; Dead Medical vollege
of V:lrginia, Physician to smallpox hospital Richmond 2 years;
Major and Surgeo,n with Virginia Artillery; Member of Obstetical
staff Memorial Hospital; Member A.N.A.; Southern Surgical and
Gynelogical Association; Soutr'em Medical College Association;
J'4edic,'l Society of Virginia. Democrat; Episcopalian. Javed at
hichmond in 1913.

• ••
Robert Reade Tompkins
b. Va 1730-1796

IThe cOIl,yof this man s will was given by lilr Adams, Clerk of
Corp. ~ourt of Fredeticksburg Virginia as certified copy. This
papE:!' calls this man Robert Tompkins. His full name waf', Robert
Reade Tompk~s per per our Clan of Tomkyns:

July 24th one thousa,nd seven hundred and ninety six, Robert
Tompkins, his will:

I give my son bennett Tompkins part of t~e land r pUrchased
of John Clarke, beginning in Captain Tyler~s line on Denis
Branch, thence t, ':'~, half of my mill containing 58 acz:es
I give my son Charles Tompkins the land on which Mrs l'ortune
lives, containing 176 acres
I give my son William 'l'ompkins the remaining Part of the land
I purchased of Clarke containing 166 acres- likewise all the
land joining my mill and half the mill,
I lend my wife the house land I now live on during her life,
at her death I give the land to Balie (Bailey) my youngf'st
son.
I give my son Charles two nee;roes Cato and Judith
I give William two negroes Sessar and Scipio
I give to my son Be..lie, Synes and Randolf
I lend my wife all my negroes that remains, at her death to be
equally divided among my four sons, Bennett, Charles, William
and Bailey.

These four pay my debts. I appoint Bennett Tompkins my
executor. Soemallowance for Charles in land,
Something more to bettsy
Somrthing to Pattsy • ...

i
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Daniel Augustus TClIIpkins

Serial II 11,568, son Dr DeWitt Clinton Tompkins and Hannah Virginia
Smyly, was born at Meeting Street Plantation, Edgefield South
Carolina October 12 1852. Attended the academic schools on the
vicinity, and at age of 17 went to University of South Carolina at
CoJumbb., where he remained for two years. ne completed his educa-
tion the the ReBllsaelaer Polytechnic Institute which he attended
from lS69 to 1S73,

After leaving there he secured his first position with' L Holley,
Engineer of t he bessemer Steel Works, by whomhe was employed as
privatto; secretary for one year. Hewas next employed by John F'ritz
as private secretary and draughtsman, the wilder of the Bethlehem
Iron Works, where the armor plate and forgings for the U S Navy
and land defenses were made. He remained here for ten years, as
machinist, draughtsman and assistant to t he master machinist.
l'-1uchof the machinery now being usedl for making armor plate and

ordnance forgings were designed and built by r.lr TomFkins, as head
draughtsman under the direction of his chief, John ritz, the great
American engineer in steel and iron.~ CFrom ethlehem, Mr Tompkins ;.Ient to Crystal ity Missouri .., to
accept the positiotl of chief machinist in t he Crystal Gilass works
under the direction of :-,;A Hitchcock

f
who was then president of the

comp-any, and later Secretary of the nterior in Washington.
'r Tompkins then entered the services of the Westinghouse Company

ano. went to Charlotte North Carolina, as Engineer, machinist and
selling agent for t his company. Here he engaged in the cotton oil
business and engineer and contractor, and more th2n 100 of. these
cotton oil mills have been erected by him in different parts of the
South. He vms also engineer and contractor for cotton mills, suppJur-
ic acid and fertilizer works, refineries etc,

He was also a student and author .)f the following works, which
have wide circulation and hnve been well received.

Cotton ."i11, Processes ap.d Calculations
Cotton ::fill, Commercial eatures
American Commerce~Its Expansion
L;otton VaJues in Textile Fabrics
Cotton and Cotton Oil
History of l'1ecklinburg County.
The latter work is in two or more vohlmes nnd is in all the big

libraries. We have seen it nO. is a most interestling book•
• • •
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Number 8080, son of Major John Tompkins and Mary Robertson, was born
September 23 18)3 and died in 1907.

Wewell remember seeing this fine gent leman at his law office in
in Mobile in 1898 when with the amy there. Wetake the article
here from his book on his branch of the Tompkins family, It says
that he was educated at Liberty Hill and Greenwodd South Carolina,
and from there went to Yale College. His health failed in early
life, and on attaining manhood he moved to Alabama, where he edit-
ed a newspaper and read law at the $ame time, while yet t young •

.He was at different times Superintencient ;-'OfEducation of fumter
and jlljobile County, a member of the Alabamt'l ....egislature for two
tems from Mobile, and for a number of years Solicitor for that
Judicial District.

He ran for Congress in his district band was defeated by a single
vote by the incumbent of the office. All his life had been devoted
to the practice of law, save six years, embracing the war years.
In 1860 he was prostrated by a sun stroke, from which he never
entirely recovered, and \'las living on his plantation t,o recover
his hea Ith when t he war broke out.

lie was exempt from military cuty by reason of ill heelth, but
did volunteer service in the ordnance department, and was agjutant
an6. inspector general with the rank of Major on .,.enerr 1Ramsey's
staff at the surrender. .

His first ..dfe ..Tas Fannie A, the daughter of Colonel Price
\'li1l1ams, a leading and wealthy citizen of 1liobile, a woman of more
than ordinary intellectual endowment, who died in 1$94, le,wing
two sons and one daughter. John E, the eldest 'Was a phydician,
married Miss AddiE)"'oore and died euddenly in l-lobile in 1$95, leav-
ing foru children, Lillian, Deta, race and .John, who were in Cal-
ifornin wit h the ir mother. . .

(Note by RT see Tomltins-Tompkins Genealogy, see Clan of J.omkyns)
Five.,years after the de8th of his first wife, John R Tompkins

married .rannie A, his second cousIn, only daugJter of the late Dr
Henry WTompkins of E(lgeneld SC, and they reside in Mobile.

The article regarding himself' and others of this branch of our
Southern TOP.lpkinsfamily, ends with the following admirable observ-
ation:

"I may have omitted some of the names. If so, it is unintentional.
I have not in my narrative to laud nor to censure, but a simple
story to unfold, not for the public, but for the family more
directly interested in remembering their kindred, c:nd whence
t hey came."

John Robertson Tomp!d.as
of Mobile Alabama.

•••
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Regarding the Christopher Tompkins of Vl~1n1a wbo II<lrried
lucy Gwynne, serial muaber 224 in the Clan of 'l'OIll\cyDS.

lie have soon literally thousands of recorda of our Virginia linea
and ~ accront of the children of lhmpbrey Tompkins who married
Hanna.h ennett. None of these named Christoper nIlIOI1gthese n01'
did we find ;,oy account whatever th"t told who was the father of
Christopher Tompkins b. 1661 m. lucy Gwynne.

So we tentlttve1y placed him £IS Mtl of Giles Tompkins and j.!ary
Christian, who lived thereabout at th:!t time! as we could tind no
lnform"tlon as to parentaze of t his Christopher.

NOI.,",e have a fine MSS sent us by Hr Chris Tompkins, of
furdette Arkansas nnd this lists this Christopher <"1IIongthe
other c~lilclrenw e Dlready had as of HumphreyTompkwMUld Hannah
Bennett.

It is of course ;>08sible that Cl';rlstopher could be one of this
f'~'mlly but it i8 very strnnge that nc) one seemed to know that
this 'tlas s?n, unt.ll we saw the iiSS by:Irs ::hris Tompkins of at"'
dette I\rk.,'1It13lI!I, the m:.tter rests, and we are not sure who waa
father of Chrlst.opher \'lho mHrled lucy (h,'ynne rot we believe Giles
mOst prob;:,bly was, a8 we htve it •

•••



CCXJNTERFEITER'S HOUSE.

Ncar the Ohio River about 75 miles upstream from Cincinnati,
near the junction of what is now State Route 247 and Gift Ridge
clmnty road can be seen a rather pretentious residence, reposing
t here among t he rugged hills.
Around Adams County it is called The Countefeiter's House. The

story is that not long before the Civil War, two men and one woman
lived there. The leader said his name was Tompkins, but the tale
we saw did not mention his first name. The womanwas supposed to be
his wife.

From t he looks of t he home t hey built and t heir mode of 11ving,
it seemed obvious that they were of aristocratic stock and well
educated people. HI' Tompkins bought the land and erected the house,
ancl beautified the grounds. \'!e may make a guess as to his age as he
was probe bly about 40 years old and therefore Lorn about 1815.
He set out a 20 acre orchnrd with a variety of fruit trees, and

planted a thick hedge of Osage or,mge to screen the property. Many of
the fruit trees were still be~;ring In 1940. It \'laS a one story,
frome house, painted \'lhite, with porces on fron', ~'nd in the rear. It
was a simp Ie t hough refined looking d\'lelling.
There were three double flues of brick on each side. Their real

purpose is explained further on.
The newsp<",perarticle we saw p;oes on to say that UDon entering the

house from the front, one finds himself in a broad hall-\'Taywhich
extends partie 11y through the building. Opening off the hall-way
from one sic e are two doors. These \'rere nodoubt t,) 2'.1'1:)1"" T~(!
ceilings nre elecor"te( 1lith corner and cfnter designs in plaster
relief in the form of sCl>Cills, lilies and large fronds of ferns and
<".rein a perfect state of preservation.

On the other side of the hall-way are three smaller rooms, prob!':bly
bec rooms. ERch room has three exits, a door to the hall, and a door to
each of the adjoining rooms, and to an outside window.

The central hall enc'.s againot a blank wall, or did before a door
\'IaS cut in it later. Access to the rooms in the rear was gained by
detouring through the parlor. All \'rindo\'ls are protected by iron bars.

liTanythings marked Tompkins as a man of extraordinary prosperit)r,
t he source of \'/hich his neighbors could neVel' learn. It \'las commonin
t::ose days for those livinr; necT the river to he,ve a private boat
L'lnc.ing un the bank. This one had a path kept clear of underbrush so
the house \'TaS visible from the hnding. A light was kept burning there
at nir;ht.

I,'ost of the bOQts Lmding ot Tompkins landing, CC!lllein the night.
ornewho watcheej said th2t well dressed men ami viomen \'lould get off

the river boats anc' proceeded up the hollo\'1 tovrard the light. A few
nights later the bOc,t \'roulc' be h~iled in passing, and they would le!'lve
in the same mysterious way.

A legend has it the,t and unfortun&te pack peddler who made re[\Ular
trips through the river country, disappeored. Those living beyond the
Tompkins house did not see him on this L'tst trip, tho those he visited
ahead of the place, h<?ri'seen him. An investi[',ation was made rot
no solution was found.

Afterwards vrhen Tompkins solel the property and left the county,
blood sti.ins were found on the floor, baseboards and walls. lo1r
Johnson, the present llWI1er'says the peddler was a "G" man trying to
get evidence as to counterfeiting.

The counterfeit bills did not appear here but many did in Cincinnati
and other places. The trio's undoing came when a womanbought a
woolen shawl in a Cincinnati store. She presented a large bill and
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Spencer House, a hotel where the woman had stopped as they c\is- ej

covered during t he inquiry. The clerk said t he womant hey describ-
ed had just checked out. In the fireplace t hey found the ch,rred
remains of the shawl, just recently burned.

They hurried to t he wharf and found t hat a womananswering the
description had just left on an up-river boat. The officers had to
"Tait u:mIJ.ilthe ne:h.'tday to go up-river. They ~et the down-river
boat on the way and found that she had left to boat at Tompkins
landing.

But they had somehowfound out they were in danger, for on
that morning they rode to the house of a monyy-lender named
Hclain. They said they had to return to New ork suddenly because
of a death in the family and asked hi::! to buy the farm. He
realized t hey were desperate ly mrried and gave them t he meagre
sum of ~:;1500 for the: property. ThE)rode a'.'ay and were never again
seen in Adams County.

The next day the detectives arrived but their birds had flown.
They found an inside room \,it'out doorsi at the end of the center
hall behind the blind wall. It could on y be entered through a
hatch' ay in the roof. In it they found the printing press and
tools for making counterfeit bills, but no plates.

About .~ year b.ter Ie small compl'.nyof strongera returned to the
f2rm, with a coffin c.aid to contain t.he remains of Mr Tompkins,
who dyinG, vlished to be buried on the old home lands. The natives
were permitt ed to view the remains only at night Clndhurriedly.
Somesaid the fClce looked like e plaster cc.st r;.ther than a man
tho it dici somewhat resembled l<!r Tompkins. By moonlight the OOria1
took pbce ,"Th.Lleonly a few attencied t hp cereJl1ony.

hen ne"Tmmers took possession they began to make discoveries.
The he2vy doors separating the room from the central hall-,"Tay were
found to have been repositories for the contrc.band plates. Along
the to" of each cioor was 8 slot threE) inches deep and nearly an
inch ,"Tide, and long enough to receive counterfet bills •• "hen it
bec2me necessary to re-roof the house, anot.her link in the chain
"Tas established.REgec: remains of sheet lead Here fOUnd in the
eaves.

"'nother remarkable hi':e-out was foune', by the son of the new
o"mer \"lhile helping the repair men above the roof, founcU,flues
He droppec1 do"m into C' small narrOH room with benches lai'ge enough
for four people. Other entronces were provided by sliding back
panels in t he ceilings of closets.

The 1egenc) still is told tho the Tompkins Imve long since dis-
uppenred.

Nowit is Quite a t"le but \"le feel sure thc.t if the man\"las a
criminal, he" surely "TOU let se lect ANYname except t he right one.
The best evidence that h" was Nor a Tompkins is hhat he claime6 it
t 0 be hi s O\"m.

• ••
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Diary of Mary (Tompkins Doty
of NewYork. Number 3904

in Clan of Tomkyns MSS.
De Munn of Poughkeepsie NYto us.Sent by Mrs Martin

Apri 1 10 1863.
My health has not been the best this Spring, yet I think I am better
now than if I had staid at home. The pure mountain air is so in-
vigorating that it seems if I had gained strength with every inspir-
ation, rot it is so cold it almost freezes me when I go out, and I
shall not enjoy myself as well for a time as I shall bye and bye,
when it is warmer.

This is a beautiful country, and a vert wealthy one too, and the
t he scenery here I do not t hin~ can be surpassed by any. Wedrove
last Staurday to the "Clove" a small place abot 1$ miles east
from Johnsville. and through a very rich and pleasant country
indeed. I am g miles from the !hdson River and it is a very pleasant
drive down to the landing. The road winds along at the foot of the
Fishkill Mountains, and near the Fishkill Creek. The many fine
residences, the ancient trees of all kinds and the little mountain
streamlets that go dancing and hurrying on to mingle their waters
wit h t he briny deep. All combine to form scenery that t he most
cynical could not fail to admire.

May 16.
In company with Aunty, Cousin Emm and Wl11, we started for Newburgh.
Wedrove down on long Rock and put t he Horse and Carriage under the
shed and then when the ferry boat comes up, stepped on board and
was over in Newburgh.

Went to get our photos taken, and was our first and most important
business. After which we went to Harrison's Oyster Saloon and a
d:lfhof oysters, and theywere all that they were ever said to be,
and much f1efreshed the inner man. After getting though our shopping
and getting the proofs of our ugly pictures, we returned hornfeeling
t hat by our aching weary limbs t hat we had paid well for all the
pleasure we had enjoyed.

June 1.
At Up.cle John's SUndayMorning and took a ride to the Post Office.
Afternoon went to Verbank to ),lethodist clmrch. Wednesday attended
the Installation of the Rev jVir,'lard at the <"resbyterian church At
laGrange. Thursday went to t'oughkeepsie to Cousin Elijah. Took a
walk in the evening. The next morning we all drove out to Spring-
side and drove through it. From l:ipringside we went to the cemetery
on th" banks of the Hudson River. Had a nice view of the river.
In the afternoon we visited "College Hill" and had a fine view
of the city and river again and of the surrounding country, and
then to Vassar Female College. Drove around it and then home.
SUnday attended church again at the Hethodist clmrch. Today
visited the Rocks and took a ride ona cart and oxen.

June 11
vousin (larry, Milly and myself started from Uncle John's in
Unionvale for Westchester. Stopped at Uncle Jerry's, stayed all
night, and the next morning taking cousin Emmawith us we
started to go over the mountain. It was a warm day but we all

1
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felt in good spirits and were soon plodding our weary way up
the mountains. Our road was lined with rocks and paved with
the same material which made it rather h3.rd and slow "raveling,
and had it not been for the many cottages or houses of the poor
people who live, or try to get a living among the rocks in sOllIe
way, but how I cannot understand. It would have been rather dull
but some of the scenery or sights I thought were quite refresh-
ing especially in the way of love making and etc.

~he ascent of the mountain was rather more easy but the way was
diversified by little houses and patches of ground, surrounded
on all sides by enormous stone walls built mostly of rocks, and
the ground seemed nearly covered by the same. Wepassed two
stores. The first was at a place called Boyeds. Here we had a
drink of cool spring water, some blackberry wine and crackers.
And the next store kept by a Tompkins we had some very nice
spruce beer, and then took our way down through Peekskill Hollow.

We sae the place and the old house where grandfather Tompkins
lived, the store aDd house across the bridge and then kept on
downt to Shrub Oak and soon to Uncle Natties. The old home and
birt. h place of my wother. The next morning we a 11 took o. ride
through Jefferson alley to see the place '.There Uncle John
Conklin first lived and also Mr Fountain's place. (Saturdav).
In the Afternoon we all went to see Esquire Da.vid Conklin, a
cousin of mother's and son of her uncle Dr, ke Conklin, and it
will be a visit long to be remembered, for such another specimen
of humanity it hael never been my fortune to see. At nisht we
went t.o the 14 Ii: Clmrch to attend a singing school. Sunday vIe all
attended clmrch and was for a while the gazing "tock of the
"Thole church full of people.
Monday June 19.

Garrett, Milly and Emmastarted for home and left me here for
the time being.
June 19.
Friday afternoon Wemade a visit to Elijah Y~app's. His wife is
a cousin of mother's, the daughter of Timothy Conklin. They'were
very nice people and seemed very glarl to see me for mo mother's
sake.
Saturday 20.
We went to singing school again and had a very pleasant time.
June 28.
I gathered roses from the bushes planted by my grandmother, of
both red and white, and prr:ssed them. The barberr,' bush is here
yet, and the old pine tree that grandfat her planted anc'. is now
about 100 years old.
Wednesday June 24.
Westarted this mornin~ to go to Sommersto see Elizabeth Greene

al!d spent t he day there. Had a very p lea ~;ant time.
June 25. This morning we started for Peekskill. On our way we

first visited PauJrling's monument erected Over his remains in the
Episcopal graveyard two miles north of Peekskill. It in a neat
monument erected at the expense of the corporation of ew York
in 1827. General Pierre van Cort landt family resided near this
place and here General McDougal posted his ac'vance guard when the
enemy took possession of Peekskill in 1777. It was also Washin-
ton's headquarters at that time, altho the old mansion has been
rebuilt, and is private property, yet the room that Ilashington

I



occupied when he was there is kept precisely as it was when he
occupied it. East of this mansion, now owned by a Mr Robinson,
stands St i"eter's church, an old dilapidated roilding erected
in 1767. It is fast falling to decay. It is now 96 years old. The
gallery remains the same and the stairs to get in it, rot tthe
pulpit is pulled down. It is sealed overhead rot was plastered
at the ends. The plaster was entirely covered with autographs
left t here by t he many visitors. It was used for an Arsenal in
the time of the Revolution, and was probably often frequented
by V!ashington ••

l~ear t his place is a hill called Gallows Hill. WhenEdmond
PaJmer, a Tory spy was hanged, and Daniel Strt1Rle, another spy
from the en~mywas executed on a pear tree near the present
Academy at eeksk1ll, Many stirring events of the RevoJution
occurred in t his vicinity, and t he ,country suffered much from the
enemies incursions. In March 1777 ~olonel Bird landed with 500
men and then the fel" American stationed here, fired the store
house s and left. In Sept embel' 1777 t he whole vi llage was sa cked
and burned. Peekskill was named for Jan Peek. I do not know but
suppose it ,,~s a man. The vicinity was called Sachus or Sackhoes
by the natives, and the strenm Magregaries. It is a beautiful
place situated in an "elevated valley" surrounded by heights
which afford very fine and extensive views of the river. Its
population 3,538. Anthony's Nose on the North line 1{,228 feet
above the river is the highest land in the country. nere we
visited the steamboat Aurora, the day boat from new York. On
'bhe way bornewe passed the country resirlence of Henry Ward
Beecher, on the turnpike. It is a very plain, old fashioned
building, very unostentatious looking I::ut very homelike i ap-
pee.rance.

June 26.
Went to m8.kea visit in the afternoon to Uncle Amos's. His
youngr-st daughter Jane, nO'"~1rs Solomon Hulse, keeps the old
homestead. Saturday night went singingschool again.

Sunday 28 •
.:lunday, stayed at home.

June 29-
;,;onday. In companywith the girls "'ent down to Crompoundto the
Congregational CArch to visit the graves of our grandparents
and their family, Conklins. The first one buried was Elijah in
1808. The others, james 1829, his wife Julia 1831, their daughter
1829, i'.iqx16U'_"Et",.tl.mm'_"""~. Grandmother (73) in 1837, grand-
father (81) in 1840.

The Presbyterien church in Crompound"'as first built in 1778
and burned in July 1779 by the British, but ~,!asafterwards re-
built in the same spot now.

In Crompound street we stopped to visit the Revolutio::ary
burying ground. There were many graves there but they were al-
most obliterated. Only a few stones remained on which we could
trace the date. One of them was placed there in 1759, ~. years
ago and 18 years before the Revolutionary War. "I
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July 8.
It has been raining and we have not been out mch for the last
week. lest Saturday was the 4th of July, and we all staied at
home and enjoyed as well as we could any ot her rainy daYl and
if it had been ever so pleasant we ought to have been SODer
minded, and thou5ht of the poor soldiers who were lying on the
battle field of ettysburg suffering all the horrors of War.

\lfe have gained a signal victory at ~_~L.!'s\",! Vickmrg,
one t hat will have a decided inf luence in our favor in this
bloody and unnatural contest, but in our joy do not let us
forg et the brave and noble dead who have laid down their lives
to gain it, or the sad homes this war has made. Today we went up
with the Barger neighborhood "cherrying." The street is called
Cherry street and will sustain the reputaion very well for I
never . saw so many cherries in my life as is there. The road
was lined with trees and they were loaded with fruit of black,
white and red and of good size and quality. We had a pleasant
time of it, met some old lady who had once worked for mother,
and got back by night tired enough.

July 8.
This afternoon we arrayed ourselves and started ¥1.th old Dobbin
for ~. drive over in Peekskill Hn11ow. Wedrove along lesiurely
and enjoyed ourselves much, altho it Was very warm. Wedrove
as far up as Adamsburying ground where we stopped. Here I found
grand:;other Tompkins grave, and Aunt Tamar's and my little brother
Eljah's grave who was 4 years old when he gave his sweet life
back to his Creator. Here too are mried my great-grandfather
and uncles.

Then we went to the old place wheremy father was born. tlere
we stopped, c,c.lled, and people were verry kind, and invited us to
look over all the old house and mr,ke a sketch of it. On our way
home again We stopped to see an aunt of my mother's, Aunt Phebe
Tompkins, a half-sister of my grandmother's. I liked her very
much, and with many kine wishes we started on our way home gain.
fut it was 10 o'clock when we found ourselves at uncle Nattie's
again.

July $.
Saturday morning we started for Peekskill when I took the 11
o'clock train for Fishkill and \oTassoon back in Johnsville at
Uncle Jerry's. Staid here just one week.

July 16.
Wew"ent to Newburgh to visit Washington's headquarters. On this
spot of ground the American army was disbanded in 1783. The old
stone house \oTaserected in 1750 and an addition put on in 1770.
Here is the chair that Washington used to sit in when here, and
three rooms are filled with Revolutionary relics that have been
found and placed here for the inspection of the curious.

July 20.
Went up to Uncle William leDue~s in the Hook and have been
here too. Here I met Gerty Sherwood and became acquainted with
her. Wevisited at Mr Merritt's and at Mr Alb. Bloomer and
had very pleasant visits. hode over to Mr L Horton's one



•to the resbyterian churCh. A ter church went
dinner, where we say Mrs Dr Darland.
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evening with John N•• and was invited there the Monday af'tel1l
noon before I left ther~. Spent a few hours very pleasantly
in company wit h Mr ad W"s Bankhurat. Mr and Mrs Tera. and
others. and then went back to Uncle Will's. and started with
cousin Will for the Conklin homestead and the next morning
started bright and early for Unionvale, the 4th day of August.

August 6.
The day set apart by the president for "Thanksgiving" for OUr
recent victorys in putting down this rebellious war. lvlilly,
myself and thengirl went to church at Verbl'mk and listened to
a discourse on the war and the troubles of the present times.

August 9.
It was very warm in the afternoon. Garry and myself went to
carry Uncle Jolm Brinkerhoff down to LaGrange to IV[rVelles. We
were there to tea and made a very pleasant call, came back
after dark.

August 16.
Elijah and Libby came home this morning from Poughkeepsie. I
was ill, the rest went to a funeral at the 'uaker cmrch.

August 19.
Milly and I went to calIon Miss Barmore. Took Mrs J Vail
id.th us and called also at IIr Perkhams.

August 22.
Wedrove to the Post Office and from there to Verb:mk and
called on t,he Dominym,Mr Ashton. Stopped at the show shop
and came round home.

August 23.
\'Jent to Verbank to church with Aunty and MilJy, I driving.

August 28.
Went to calIon Mrs Campbell in company i'fith Mrs Vail and Milly.

August 30.
Went to 43.Grange
to Mrs Yelies to

August 31.
Started this mooning bright and early for Poughkeepsie to
stay till Vlednesday.

eept 1.
Tuesday morning at 8 o'clock we started on a picnic e:scursion of
the Washington street cmrch and Sabbath school on the lhdllOll
River. They chartered the fine steamboat William Kent for the
purpose, and with our baskets of dinner we left the wharf a1k'
9 O'clock for Vlest Camp, 35 miles up the river, 4 miles abe'Y8
Saugerties. Got there at 12 o'clock and went into a grOTe,.
sat ourselves down and parook of the good things to eat D' 'ar
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baskets. Then at 3 o'clock we started for Poughkeepsie where
we arrived safely at half' past fivEJ without an accident Occur-
ring save the loss of 3 or 4 bloomers which blew off in the
river. There were 1150 on board. (Note by RT in those days
the articles they called bloomers were large bats for woemn).

Wednesday Sept 2.
We started for home, got home at dark and found company On
hand, Wesley ano Isaac Brinkerhoff.

Sept 3.
Tamar and ~onard Horton came up to make a visit and see Uncle
cTohn •

Sept 5.
Went to a picnic up in Mr G Duncan's grove, a dancing picnic.
Went nblmt 5 o'clock and some there danced till dark. It was a
beautiful place, and with the music made the large cro1rTdof
happy faces that were there, made it a gay and happy scene
to look upon. When it became too dark tto see longer, we went
to t he Verbank church and attended a singing school and at
9 0' clock we started for home.

Sept e.
Went to Mr Duncans this afternoon and made a very pleasant visit

I

i
I

Sept 9.
Went this afternoon to the Verbank Sunday school, ~icniu in
I'Ir Duncans grove. It was very nice.

Sept 10.
Went to a picnic in Br Campbells woods, with Garry and Milly.
It was very select and very nice indeed and we say them dance
a couple of hlmrs, Met cousin Will laDue there and went home.

Sept 12.
Started this morning with Wil:). L., for Fishkill and as he was
attending to his business 1"1S Provost ,"orshall in notifying
those that had been drai'ted~ we had a long ride about 30 miles
before we brought up at Unc~ Jerry's tired and nungry ••

Sept 28.
This morning got up early to start for Itlica. Took the train
to get dOl-mto Newburgh to take the 7 o'clock express, but
failed to reach the ferry in time to get over for the train.
Thought we could get un in a small boat in time but there was
a heavy fog on the river, so they could not see which way to
go, and the man got lost and turned around and so brought up
on the same side of the river. We started from there and crossed
on the ferry boat, and had to wait till the 11 O'clock train
to go on to Oswego. Started at t he hour but on a mail train and
made slow progress. The road was very romantic and there were
grand and sublime scenes and we got to Oswego till 9 0' clock
and had to stay all night. I went to the Anaga House, a very
nice house too. At 5 o'clock the next morning took the five
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znd a half o'clock train, and at 7 o'clock was in the town of
Itica. Stopped at the It hica Hotel for an hour or so and then
had to hire a carriage to go on to uncle Caleb "urdy's, and
got there by noon. Andrew and Frank had gone to the picnic,
and I had a good rest.

Sept 30.
Went to the Tompkins County Fair this afternoon ay n..~.
'fl"'~_ Ithica. Had a pleasant time.

Oct 4.
Sunday. Went to church with Andrew and Frank at Bastwicks Cor_
ners and in t he afternoon went to Sabbath school.

Oct 5.
Went dQWlto Ithica with Andrew and was sick in the afternoon
and also Tuesday the 6th of ~otober. Went with Andrew and
Frank chestnutting.

Oct 10.
Visited Iucifer or Endfield Falls with Andrew. This is a beauti-
ful and yet most sublime scene as I ever saw. 'l'he fall itself
is only 150 feet and the banks 250, yet t he yawning chasm
and fissures in the rock. The waters whirled with such frightful
velocity through them, fill the soul vTith awe, while we gave on
the vTOrksof t he Almighty's hand •

•
Sunday Oct 11.
We started for Trumansburgh and visited on its way the Taghonic
Fells, or gorge. The 1.>ater falls perpendicularly 210 feet, the
banks are 380 feet perpendicular. This is a beautiful piece of
Nature's handiwork and fascinatec the beholder with its beauty.
The cliffs are stupendous and they have to descend over a hundred
steps to get t« the bottom of the gulf. At t:rumansburg stopped at
R C Tompkins. oak dinner, then went on to Mr David Tompkins.
Cousin Susan staid there till near dark, then next went to Uncle
Washington's and staid all day.

!-1ondayUct 12.
"Jent to "ibbard T, vi sit lng.

Tuesday Oct 13.
Went to Susans, spent the afternooq and at nigh to H., and
wife and Nell. I spent the evening at Uncle.

Oct 14.
Started at 5 o'clock for Hector l..anding to tkke the boat on
Seneca leke for Geneva. I.Jaited for 1 hour before the boat
came but was soon an my way to eneva. Had a pleasant ride down
the lake and rot to eneva. Stopped at the (Trapy) House and
engaged a carriage for Lyons, where I arrived at 3 P.M.p I found
the stage just ready to go out. Was all there was at home. Susan

and father was at Phelps

Oct 17.
Susie and her father came home with Sam and Maggie Tillett
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Tuesday 20.
Went to Connelius Cure visiting.

Wednesday 21 Friday 23.
This morning I was already to start for home. It rained, just as
hard as it could pour, and I took the stage for Lyons about 9
o'clock. Did not get wet any and had to stay there till 3:55
before I could take the cars. At Rochester got in company wit h
iViram' Mrs r'oole from Agusta and kep with them all the rest of
the way. At t he bridge we had to wait two hours for the Express
to come in. Got to Detroit at 7 o'clock, and at 2 o'clock was at
B. (B~Jttle Creek). I found George there waiting for me, and was
soon at home again. Glad enought after - - - -
(Note by RT her diary ends here with a sentence unfinished.
An extra page was added as follows:)

Constitution Island is B promontory oppoRite West Point, con-
nected with the main land by a marshy meadow. In Jul 1775 a
fort was built upon it, and in 1778 a heavy chain, 126 yards long
was stretched across the fudson from t his fort to il'est{ Point. A
contract was madwtih Peter Townsend at the Sterlingillri)n l'lorks
at Itlarwick, Or1'\ngeCounty. The work was done -in six weeks, and
the huge Chain carted in sections to West Point. The links
weighed from 100 to 150 pounds each and t he entire weight was
186 tons, and its length 1500 feet. It was buoyed up by large
spars a few feet apart, secured by strong timbers framed into
them, and finnly attacned to the rocks on both shores. It was
never disturbed by the enemy and was used until peace.

The highest point in the Fishkill Mountains to the South of
E. Fishkill are 1000 feet above tide. The highest is locally
known as Wiccopee or 4>ng Hill. The highest in the East side
is .Looking Rock, Old Beacon and Grand Sachem. In the S E come the
highest summits in Fishkill, respectively 1471 and 1685 feet
above tide. The Wiccopee Pass in these Mountains was carefully
guarded during the RevoJutic:m to prevent the British from burning
the American works 1'\t West ~oint. A considerable American force
was rtationed at its upper extremity durinp; the campaign of 1777.

md of this MSS.

(note by RT. At Chicago ab'ut 1940 at the museum north of the I()op
we S8.W some sections of this cha.in that had been stretched across
the fudson River. If we remember correctly they were links about
2 feet long and diameter of the metal in the links was about
2 and a half inches. They were taken to Chicago for the Fair of
1893 and left there. Also in same museumwas an anchor from one
of CoJumbus ships we forget 1'Ihich one~ that had been lost in the
West Indies and recovered centuries .later. It Was about 15 feet
long and the diameter of the parts about 3 or 4 inches •

• • •
End.
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.blia P woods,
(Mrs Stetlhen Tompkins)
of Avon~ll1no1s.
Reminiscences.

This lady was the wife of Stephen Tompkins 1815-1~8 of NewYork.
After hJJr death in September 18 1913, a copy of this was given
to the l'4ewberry ""ibrary of Chicago by !Vlr Stephen leRoy 'l'ompkins
of that city. With the diary of reminiscences there W1Jrealso
a number of old letters, in fact several packages of them, written
by the father, sisters and brothers of Stephen Tompkins. Wedo
not know where these p<:ipers are now 'cut t here were sons of Stephen
leRoy Tompkins in Chicago, perhaps they still have the old letters.

Wehad considerable correspondence wi1thmembers of this line,
and all the geneE\logical data is in our Tomkins-Tompkins Genealogy
1942 and in our Clan of Tomkyns, now in MSSfom ten volumes which
if we do not publish will go to the Filson Club of louisville Ky.

Mr Stephen ~Roy Tompkins had a limited copy edition of his
branch history with many photographs. This work is in the said
fiewberry ldbrary at Chicago, one of the finest reference libraries
in the world. Wewere there several months.

Julia WoodsMSSas follows:
Myfather was a native of Massachusetts, and when he was 'cut 17

years of age, camewith his father's family to NewYork where they
bought land. They built a house quickly but had to clear the land
of timber before they could have a fann, for NewYork was not a
prairie country 11kfe Illinois.

After helping his father clear the land my father bought sOll1e
knd for himself l near Madison Center, Madison County, and 'cuilt a
house which I wi.!.l attempt later to describe.

In 1810 wh~n he was 30 years old, he married mymother, Ethel-
inda Grow, and t hey went to housekeeping in t heir house he had
built. The nine children were all born in that house. I was the
seventh two brothers and four sister being older, a.nd one brother
and a sister being younger. Wehad good schools and were all kept
in school. We lived one and a quarter miles from ou'- school, and
we walked when the weather was good, and if weather bad a horse
was hitched to a buggy Or a sleigh, and we rode.

Wehad a good homeand a kind father and mother, and good brothers
and sisters, and plenty of all the necessities of life.

Nearly everything we had to wear or eat was made at home. Father
kept horses, cows, hogs, sheep, chickens and geese. Feather beds
were t hen considered a necessitYi and from t he geese we got the
feathers; from the sheep the woo that made the winter clothing
for the family. The sheep were shearec every spring, and the wool
taken to the carding mill and made into rolls ready to spin. Our
factory, as it may be cilled was a large room over our summer
kitchen. In one corner of the room was a 100m for weaving cloth,
although the weaving was not all done CJt home. There was a pair of
warping bars to fix the Warp for the loom, three large spinning
wheels for spinning wool, and e small one for spinning flax, a
shuttle for the weaver, a reel for winding the yarn • ., thread
from the spindle, and a pair of swifts for doubling the yam to

make stockings, the yarn for w"'ich was all spun double and
twisted, dyed and knit at home.
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Of course cotton was worn during the SUllmer aDd that had to
be bought at the store. But there were mymother ad four sisters
older than myself to do the work.

OuI19arlor, or square room as we used to call it was at the south
west corner of the house. On the west side was one window and a
door that opened out on the lawn. On the south side were two
windows~and between them was an old fiashioned looking glass
with a .landscape over the top and a table beneath it. In the
south west corner was a clock which reached fran the floor to the
ceiling. On the west side was a door leading into a bed room,
and a fire place with brass headed andirons, with a brass headed
shovel and tongs. AMantel was over the fireplace with candle-
sticks and ot her bric-a-bac on it. In front of t he fireplace was
a homemade rug. It was made of wool and t he pattern was two
spread eagles. On tl:e north side was a door leading into a living
roan, then a cupboard where loTekept our Sunday bonnets. There was
a recess with a bed in it, all flounceei, curtained and pt-ettily
dr8ped. This was our spare bed.

On the floor was a striped red carpet, the yarn of which was
spun doubled, twisted and dyed, but not woven at home. Chairs
and rocking chairs completed t,he furniture in this room, as I
remember it. In the living roan WaBanother recess for a bed,
anc t here were three bedrooms besides on t he ground floor, and
a kitchen, pantry, and cheese rOom.

To the right as we go down 11lto the cellar in witfter there
was a barrel of cider vinegar, then a barrel of salted pork,
then a barrel of salted beef; to the left several barrels of
apples of different varieties, and nearby a bin of potatoes,
and other garden vegetables. Upstairs in a cool place were
barrels of maple sugar, cider, apple sauce, and dried apples.
So we always had plenty to eat, and we knewthat it, was pure
food and that is what we don't always have now.

A~so in the cellar would be found one barre 1 of soft soap.
Weburned wood for both heating and cooking, and the ashes we
saved until Spring, when theywere taken out End leached by
putting them in a big vat or hopper, and water poured over th..-m.
The ashes became a strong lye, and was drawn off at the bottom
into bucket s or tubs. This l:'e was place in a large kett Ie under
which a fire was built. After it came to a boil, grease was put
in and the boiling and st irring proceeded unt 11 it turned to
soap, which wehn cold was placed in a barrel for the following
year's supply of soap. The grease came from the hogs that were
butchered during the winter.

On the outside a short distance to the east was a row of blue
plum trees, and beyon(~these was the pple orchelrd. To the Nnrth
were t he barn and sheds for the catt le, sheep, et c.
There being so m~nyof us, we were never lonesome and we had

manyuncles, aunts and cousins who lived in different places
within forty or fift y miles, who came occasionally to see us,
and we returned their visits. Myfather and mother had many
friends aleo. (Children brought up in modern homesmay be better
happier. I wonder if they are.)

My uncle Sa lem Woods was a harness maker who sett le in a place
called North East, in Penn¥ylvania on the shore of lake Erie,
where they lived for a number of' years. Four children were born
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to tlilemthere: MOrillo, George, De Witt ud AJmedoa.Then the
opportunity came, I hardly knowhow, to exchange Ids shop and
business for a quarter section of land in McDOIIGllgh"'ounty,
Ill1nois and he did so uns1ght and unseen. Ibt before removing
his famih he resolved to see for himself the country and the
land he had bought. So he started out on foot and alone with about
35 dollars in h1s pocket, and made his way to the Ohio River
where boats were then running. Heworked his way by helping to
load and unload the boat at places where it stopped. Whenreaching
the Mississippi River he went up to the Illinois where he took
another boat and cameup to Beardstown, and frOlllt here walked
across the country to Pennington's Point where his land lay.

He found there a small settlement of Kentuckians all 11Thg in
log houses. This was in 1831 or 1832. He found that the land he
had bought was partly timber and partly fine rolling prairie and
rich soil, and the climate was good, much better in the win10er
than is NewYork, and they had very little snow.

The people were kiUd and hospitable, though quite different in
manyways from Eastern people in their ways of dressing and talking.
I think this was just after the Black HawkWar. (This reminds me
of a picture mymother painted of this Indian Chief, about this
time, whose namewas Mack-apta-mick-e-kaw-kaik). "'he copied it
froil somepicture found in the paper.

Myuncle was so well pleased with the country that he resolved
to go back and bring his family, and make his homehere, so he
went back in about the sameway as he Came. fut before moving his
family west, he and my aunt and his youngest child camedownto
make a farewell visit to their nUlllerousrelatives in Madison NT.

Myfather and mother and all other reltives tried their best to
dissuade them fr,lm coming, offering to help in every way they
could if they would not come, rot it was all of no avail. Their
minds were made up to come, and uncle ialem said to all of his
relatives "It will not be five years before you are all in Illi-
nois." Of COu!!sethey all scorned the idea. They never would
leave their Rood homes in the East to come into this wilderness.

fut Uncle Salem, after moving in 1832 his family here wrote back
such enthusiastic letters about the country, the't they all became
very much interested. And in 1835, Ira WOOds,another brother of
my father's cameto Illinois, and my father and his brother John
sent moneyby him to my land here. And sO it came about that Jonas
Woodsand his wife and family of eight children, incJuding myself,
a girl of thirteen, left his NewYork homeon t he twenty first day
of September 1837.

Wearose in the morning and looking out saw that the ground was
white with frost. Our househodd goods had been packed and taken
to Canastota on the Erie Canal and s hipped to fuffalo, and from
there to 6hicago, and were brought from there in wagons in the
winter of '37 or '38.

After making a farewell visit to the orchard, the meadowand
deep tangled wildwood and taking a drink from the "Old Oaken fucket"
and bidding gOOdbyeto the neighbors and fr"ads who had assembled
at the house, three covered wagons, drawn by three span of horses
cameup in front of this house, and we all took our places and
started on our long journey with manya longing, lingering look
towards our dear old homewhich in all probability we should never
see again.
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so, on downthe hill and through the woods QI1 the same lead
we had gone to school all our lives, and stopping there to bid
some of our dear schoolmates a tearful goodbye, we then pro-
ceeded on our way, but we had made a start, and now began to
look: forward with interest to the new sights well'ere to see,

and the new experiences we were to go through
And so we went on through picturesque NewYork with its

wooded hills and numerous small lakes, passing through Syracuse,
riochester and many smaller places, until we arrived at fuffalo.
There the question came up whether it would not De better to go
by boat, though with much fear and trembling on my part I know.
So passage was engaged and we all went aboard on the morning of
Septemher 28th 1837. Webad not gone far when a storm came up.
The wind and the Waves rolled and tumbled, but by putting on all
the steam they dared to, they got within ten miles or Erie} and
finding it impossibJle to make that port (we had now gone aoout
ninety miles) they t.urned around, though it was said to be a
dangerous thing to do in a storm.

It was night nowwhich added to the terror and such a scene as
ensuee I never witnessed before and never siQce, alt hough I
bave crossed lake Erie several times. The waves rolled and the
boat creaked and groaned and it seemed t hat we were going all to
pieces. The 'water swept t he deck and poured down into t he hold
in great streams. Weall thought we were going to the bottom of
the lake. And such an exciting scene. Somewere praying, some
crying, and somewere so sick they cared little whether they lived
or died.

Whenthe next morning began to dawn, word came that the fuffalo
lighthouse was in si~ht and all that were able to do so climbed
up on deck to see for themselves, and such a shout as went up I
never heard. vIe had been out just ~ 24 hours,and were back
just where we started from, and very thankful to get back to land
again. One more day in Buffalo and we started on our way again.
Our course took us right alone; the lake shore and the waves still
rolled and our heads were still dizzy.

lily fclther had a sister living with her family near Willoughby
Ohio, right on the lake shore, so it was decided to make her a
visit, which we did, and it was then that we ate the first peaches
we had ever eaten, and there we rested for two or three days, and
then as mymother had a sister, whowith her family were living
not far from Painesville, it was decided to visit them

i
which we

did, and the became '80 interested in the Illini1is sett ement that
they followed us in the winter of '37 or 13$. his Was the Ibrgess
family which were amongthe first settlers of Avon.

Nowwe took a South West course and went through ColumbusOhio
and then West through Indiapapolis. Wefound much timbered country
and many log cabins and corduroy roads which were pretty rough
to ride over.

Whenwe arrived at the WabashRiVEr it was near night and
t here was no house near, and t he ferry manwould not come from
the other side until morning. So we were obliged to stay out all
night, but it was in the timber and there was plenty of fuel to
make a fire (by this time it was getting pretty cold), and we
managed to get through the night. And in the morning the boat man
came and ferried us over the river, and we journeyed on through
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Wewere now on broad flat prairie with deep wide sloughs and

several times got stuck in the mud, when it took all of our
horses to pull one wagon through. Wecai on through Bloomington
and then to Peoria where we crossed the llinois, then on through
Farmington and .I' airview to Ellisville where we crossed the Spoon
River.

Wewere now nearing the end of our six weeks journey, November
sevent h and knewt hat we wouId soon see t he numerous re!at i ves
who had preceded us. Myoldest brother Orlando who had been here
the year before and helped to build Ira Wooc:s' house which was
on the place where Ernest Fennessy now lives, and so we knew
just where to go, so that was our next stopping place. Wehad
crossed the prairie where Avonnow stands but there was nothing
there rot pJ!lirie grass and hazel brush, not a tree or a stick or
a stone. EUt several of the cousins were at the gate of my
uncle's house to welcomeus after our long voyage. As there was
no possible shelter for us here, we stayed only a day or two, then
packed up and went on to Pennington's Point where myuncle Salem
Woodslived. He came there in 1832. There was not a road of a
path across the prairie and the distance 'I'''ast'\',enty miles. We
steered our course by the points of timber 1. e., in going
South we would see Shay's Fork] and keep that at our left, and
soon we would see Wo1f Grove Whichwe kept to OUrright, and
going on we soon saw Table Grove at our left, and where we crossed
Crooked Creek there was one lone tree. Soon we could see Penning-
ton's Point an, steered straight for that. Wedid not pass a
house on the whole trip, but whenwe arrived we were again welcomed
anot her unc le, aunt, and more cousins.

Myfather together with his brother Ira, had bought a farm
here on which was a 10. cabin and it was vacant. It was a one room

house with wooden latches and a leather string to raise the
latch and which cou3d be drawn in ",hen we wished to fasten the

doors. The chimney was of sticks plastered with mud and many a
black walnut log was hauled in and burned t;here. There was not a
pane of glass in the house until our people put in a few, but it
served as a shelter until we could do better. Westaid there about
two months and then came here where shelter had been provided for
us though a pretty cold one. Th're was fourteen of us in a one
room house. A !addrr led to t he upper part where sleeping rooms
were partitioned off with blankets and carpets. It was like living
out of doors, but we all kept well and so were thankful. It was
only a short time that we lived that way.

Houses were built as soon as it was possible to do so. A
school,house came next. Whothe teachers were has been told so I
will not repeat it. All of the goods sold here were brought from
St L:Juis, and all the produce taken in exchange for gOOdswas
hauled in wagons to Copperas Creek and shipped downthe river,
and the goods brough here the same way. Moneywas scarce and a
litt le had to go a long way.

At t his time there was not a railroad in Ohio, Indiana or
illinois, and there was no fenr of automobiles, bicycles or
live wires, no]' barb wire fences. There was no rich and no poor,
and everybody had a plenty to eat. Fruit at first was pretty
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scarce rot trees were planted as SOOl1 as possible, and in a few
years peaches were plentiful. BJackberried and crab apples grew
wild as well as plums, and the could be had for the gathering.
There was no way of canning fruit so everything had to be dried
or made into preserves. Sickness was the worst thing we had i-to
contend with, and doctors were few and far between. ETerybody
kept; a supply on quinine on hand and a bottle of Phoenix Bittersrp
or some other patent medicine. I remember being sick at one time
and my father and mother were so alarmed that they sent a man on
horseback] in the night, to F'airview for a doctor. He came rot
I was muChbetter before he got .there.

MyCOUSin,Mrs Hatch, told me that her father at one time went
to Newcomb(Macomb)on horseback for abox of Champion's Pills,
and that when he got there he could only my a part of a box mt
that sufficed.

VIehad ssome hard times of course. But we had some good times
too. Wehad parties and dances, singing schools and spelling
schools and sometimes lectures in our school house. But bhe
greatest pleasure of all to me was the nice trips ,re used to take
over the prairies and across the country to different places where
we had friends or relatives living.

CMWoods, a brother of HilrveyWOOds, one of our first settlers
and a cousin of all the others of that name here learned the
printer's trade when a boy, and camewest in l83~ or 36, stopping
at first in SRringfield where he worked as a journeyman printer
for a while. e then went to Quincy and started the first news-
paper there. Soomhe was elected to officer of Clerk of the Court
and his friends were amongthe first families in Quincy. I remem-
ber going bhere in the Sprjng of 1840 with a brother and sister,
and again in 8842. Cousin C Mand his wife were here on a visit
thot year, ancl when they returned they took with them cousin
?hoebe Woods. After a few weeks her brother Edwin, his l/ife, and
D K Reed (a young manwho was engaged to cousin Phoebe) £I sked us
to go with them to C!Uincyto bring cousin Phoebe home. And I went
and had a delightful time. Whenwe got there the c01llsins there
insisted thtt the wedding ceremony be performed there at their
house, and so the arrangements were made, the wedding dress was
purchased, and we all had a hand at making it, and t he bride looked
very pretty. The wedding guests were invited, and such a stylish
couple I had never before seen.
Twoof Governor Carlin's daughters were there. The Governors made

their home in Ciuincyat that time. Again in 1844 it was my fortune
to spend the Spring and half the summerthere. At that time the
Mormonsat Nauvoowere making a great deal of excitement and
trouble all through that rart of the country. WhenI had been there
a few weeks, word camethat the Mormonswere r;olingto burn Wassau,
Ji ... - •• Governor FOrd then residing in Quincy called out the troops
and many volunteers to go an defend Wassau. The womenand children
of that place came down to Quincy and everybody received them in
t heir homes. Onewomanand daughter stopped at my cousin s. The
sons went to Wassau, but soon came back, without any opportunity
of having distinguished themselves. The scare was over and Wassau
was,not burned.
A few weeks after t his my couson CMasked myself and some ot her

friends tto take a trip on a steamboat up to Nauvoo, and we went.
There was music and dancing and a nice crowd on board the boat,
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and we enjoyed the trip very IIUch. Whenwe arrived at Nauvoo
we went directly to Joe Smith's house and we were introduced
to and shook hands with the prophet himself. Wethen took a
view of the city and visited the MormonTemple which was then
in course of construction tut was never completed.

Soon troubles again arose and Joe &nith and other leaders
of the Mormonchurch were arrested, and put in jail at Carthage,
and in attempt ing to escape through a window Smith was shot and
killed. The next winter the Mormonswere forced to leave Nauvoo.
They crossed the river on the ice, and finally made their way
to"Salt I.e.ke. At the time of which I am speaking, Quincy was
the homeof stephen A Douglas" and he being a friend of my
cousins, was a frequent caller at her house.

There were ten families by the name of Woodsthat made the
first settlement here. Ira Woodswith his wife, two daughters
and one son came in 1835, and he purchased quite a tract of
land here for himself and his bDothers. It was all government
land and bought for $1.25 per acre. The land office where they
all had to go to buy land was at Cuincy. Asa, twin brJther of
IlI'flcamenext with his family, consisting of his wife, five sons
and tW1) daughters (th", third daughter being Caroline nowMrs
Drake was born here) came in 1836. John Woodsanother brother
camewith his family which consisted of his wife, his mother and
maiden sister, and his two sons, Riverus and Edwin with their
wiVes; I.e.wsonWoods, his wife and two sons; Lorin Woodswith
one daughter Harriet nowMrs Pierce.

'rhese all came in the summerof 1837, and in the fall of lthe
same year, gonas Woodsand his family consisting of mymothe~.l.
my three brothers four n' stars and myself a little girl of J.j

years, cam.. short ly aft or I.e.rkin, a brother of I.e.wsonand I.e.rkin
WOOds,and his family consisting of his wife, and five or six
children; and the Harvey \lJoodsand his wife and one daughter
which made the ten families. They all Camefrom the State of
NewYork, Madisou Townand County was their first homebut
they had scattered, some had gone to Virgil, Cortland, County.
One family lived in Sullivan and one in Chautauqua County, but
t he'! all met here.

" The Chatterton family that lived one mile east of town
came from the section or county in NewYork and about the same
time, 1836. ThE:Burgess family came which consisted of father,
mother, three sons and three daughters; and the another cousin of
Jonas, John, Ira and Asa WOods,camewith his wife and one or two
children. He was our' first cabinet maker an' he also played the
violin and furnished music for t he dances around. His name was
Holton, and while spe,"king of him, as it is the only one of ir.bI
it s kind in t he hi sOtlry of the t own I wi11 say t hat in 1840
tri?lets were born to this family, all boys, and all healthy
children. fut when two or three months old they took the Whooping
cough and all three died. Their names were Alondo, Alonzo and
Alphonso.

In the Spring of 1837 Stephen Tompkins clle to Galesburg
where he had an uncle living who had comethe year before. He
staid there until February 18)8. when he came here and lived
and toiled the rest of his days. He put up the first builll.ng
in what is nOwAvon. It was not intended for a house b.tt for a
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shoe shop but was used as a place to stay for OUrwhole family
until a house could be built, which was done the same year It

1~8 here that he married my sister Mary on the 28th day of.May
0;) , and it was here that she died on the 12th of' October of the

tsahmieyelaar, t his being the first wedding and the first death ins pee.
The land on which the town now stands was originally owned b

somemember of the Woodsfamily, and for some time there were only
two streets where town lots were laid 01'1'. These were WOOdsand
Main. The North side of Woods street was owned by Ira Woodsas
far east as the Mai1land place, and the South side was owned by
my brother Orlando, and my father Jonas Woods. The West side of
Min street was owned by Edwin and Riverus WOods,and the East
side by Orlando Woods as far sout has Cort land st reet, and South
of thAt was Stephen Tompkins addition.

I want to say a word in praise of' the young men, yes and the
old men too, of' t his pioneer sett lement. They were all industrious,
hon'st and capable citizens who neither drankml1quor nor used
tobacco. There was only one exception to this, to my knowledge.
The womentoo were equally capable and industrious. They were
t heir ownmilliners and dressmakers, and made all the clot hes
they wore. They spun, doubled and twisted, dyed and knit all the
stockings for the whole family. One industry carried on in my
father's family was plaiting straw for bonnets. It was fine thi:1t it
took 100 yards to make a bonnet, and seven yards a day was a good
days work.

This place was originally called WOOdSVille"but as we could
not get a Postoffice by that name, concluded to call it Woodstock,
and tht was the name of town and office for some time. I3IIt there
was a town in the north part of the st.ate by that name while
their Postoffice was called Dorr. They recuested us to change
our name, but our people thought they might as well change their
ownname, and so no effort in that direction. And sO they petitioned
the Postmaster General to change our name and Avon had to be the
name of the t-'ostoffice, and so it was accept€d as the name of the
town.

Stephen Tompkins Was the first Postmaster and held the office
for 17 years, and he was the first merchant and continued his
interest in the business as long as he 11ved, with t he exception
of one year when he sold out to Mr To~send. In t hat year he built
the new, but nowthe old, brick store.

I think all the first famill9s here came in wagOlis. In 1839
houses were built so that our early settlers were made comfortable,
and the next thing thought 01'1' was a school house. There were so
many children of school age it was considered a necessity. The build-
was a small wooden structure but sufficiently large to accomodate
40 pupils. I think that was about the iize of the first school,
and our first teacher was Charles Davis, who taught through the
winter, and my sister Sarah taught for one term the next Spring and
Suzmner. She was ten years older than I wasi and had taught in New
York before we came here. fut she had a cal to another place so
I was asked to teach six weeks longer. I was not sixteen years old
rot I accepted and lived through it, and taught again the next
two summers. So I was a pupil through t he winter and a teacher
for the summerfor a number of years.
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After 1Ieaching here 1Ihree summers, I went 110 wolf Grove in
McDonoughCounty and taught two summers.

In 1844 I spent 1Ihe Spring and Summerin Quincy. In 1847 I
taught school in Macomb.It was not a district school. I was
paid $1.50 a scholar for a 1Ienn, and boarded with one of the
best families in Macomb,and had a nice room and use of the
parlor and had to pay only $1 a week. I was the only teacher
in Macombat tha1l time and my pupils belonged to the best familie.
th.-re. There was a young lady, a friend of 1Ihefamily where I
stayed, visiting there 1Iha1lsummerwith whomI had become ac-
quainted in Quincy in 1844, and we roomed together. Her namewas
Calista Warren and she afterwards married my cousin C MWoods.

There Was only one vast prairie between MaComband Avonthen.
There were no laid-out roads, nO lanes). no bridges, no fann
hOUses. This all came after the C B & 1.1 was wilt.

Myfa1lher Jonas Woodsdied October 1st 1847, and my sister
Ethelinda whowas the second wife of Stephen TOOIpkins,and the
mother of Albert, died January li8th 1847. On March 1st h 1848
I married Stephen and on the 11th we started for St louis where
he was going for goods, as he was 1Ihen in the mercantile business.

The first day we drove 40 miles in a wggy to Copperas Creek,
and waited there overnight for a boat to comedownthe Illinois
River, and when i1l camewe took passage and went downthe Illinois
and Mississippi to St louis, where we stayed several days laying
in a stock of goods and wying some things that I ranted to go
housekeeping with, and seeing the sights and going to the theatre.

Wethen took a steamboat up the Mississippi to C:uincywhere
we had friends and relatives with whomwe visited for several
days. At this time there was no railroad and not even a stage
running between here and Quincy} so Stephen bought a wggy and
hired a horse from a livery stable, and we made the trip across
t he country, a distance of eighty miles, in two or three days.
The horse was sent back by the mail carrier, who carried the mail
on horseback from Quincy to Knoxville, and went through here.
As I did not pay postage on that horse, I do not remember how
much it was, wt it got back all right.

Myfather's hOUsein which I was married is still standing on
t he same spot it was first wilt in 1838, and is owned and
occupied by one lone woman.The house where I first went to
housekeeping was next dOOrto this and was built by Stephen the
same year my father built hisi. and it was in this hOUsethat all
our children were born from A bert to Frank.

It may seem strange to younger people who have changed places
so many times, when I say that I have never lived in all my life
din wt four different houses. The first two my father built and
owned. The first of the two was at Madison NewYork, and was
built before my father was married, and he was married in 181Oi.
and in this house all of his children were born and lived unti
the olc'est was 25 and the youngest was 5 years old, whenwe came
to Illinois.

Of course we stayed in three other places for a short time
while t he houses were being wiit, but we were just staying, not
living there. Myfather's house was built and used as a hotel
as it was necessary that some one should keep travellers over
night and give them something to eat.
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I have told howwe came to this country in ,wagons in 1837. I
wi 11 now tell howStephen and Albert, t hen a boy of nine or ten
and myself went back for the first time in 1852.

Mybrother De Witt, and my sister Cornelia and Jdf;ggieMcGowan
were living wit h us at that time, and so t he girls kept house,
and De Witt tended the store and Postoffice, and a hired man
cared for the farm. This was in June, I think. A number of
others living near here who had relatives living in the east,
hearing that we were going, decided to go with us.

There was Mr Lockwood,Mrs Rowe, and Miss Osborn, a young
womanof ~bout :i:ln seventeen years of age, who was going to
Maine. Her brother went as far as Chicago with us, so we had
quite a companyof our own. Wewent from here to Copperas Creek,
t he nearest point of the Illinois River, and there took a steam-
boat up t he river to Ie Salle and from there we went on the canal
to Chicago.

Riding on a canal was a new experience for me, and going through
t he lac ks seemed wonderful. A number of our companywere singers
and they had their song books along, and we got together in the
cablUl, and sang all the old songs and familiar hymnswe could
think of ance so passed the time.

There was a railroad acrOss Michigan then, ,0 from Chicago
we took the cars to ToledO and from t here to fuffalo we went on
a boat, and a very pleasant trip we had. Wewent on deck and sat
and sang "A Life on t he Ocean Wave," "Homeon t he Rolling Deep"
and ,many ot her songs and sO had a jolly time.

Arriving at fuffaio our cOOlpanybegan to separate. Mr lockwood
went south to Pennsylvania, Mrs Howe"lent with us on the NewYork
Central as fEr as Syracuse, and we went on to Canatota. Miss
Osborn went on to Albany and from there to Boston, and then to
her "ome in Maine.

Whenwe left the cars at Canastota we hired a private conveyance
to take us to Stephen's father's old home in flladison where we
arrived Sunday afternoOn. A Weeko£ constant travel and the
shortest route we could take At that time.

Stephen's father and mother were then living et their old home
wit.h one son and one dAughter that were not married and of COurse
they geve usa wann welcome. Whenwe had been t here a few days,
Albert came downwith the measles, and so had to stay in bed for
quite a while, and so could not run and playas boy' of that age
like to do.
Westayed there four weeks, I think, and Stephen and I went
around a great deal. A Horse and buggy were put at our disposal

and we went to my old home and the people there kindly showed
as all through the house, tut mather, mother, brothers and sisters
were not t h€l,e, and I did not want to stay.

Wewent to church in the same old church where I used to go
when I was a little girl, and saw a great many people that we
used to know, and who knewus. Wedrove to Utica and had our
pictures taken there and went to Paris hill and stayed all night
with some of Stephen's old friends. Wewere welcomed everywhere
we went aad enjoyed our visit very much.

WhenAlbert was well enough to travel we started for home.
Whenwe got homewe found everything in apple-pie order and all
were gld to see us back. I often wiEh father and mother were
here so I could tell them again about the visit to our old home.

(End of Julia Woods story).
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